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in Memorial Hall
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Book online at www.oystershack.co.uk 
Or telephone 01548 810876  

Milburn Orchard Farm, Stakes Hill, Bigbury, TQ7 4BE

Dine at our Al Fresco eating area soaking up 

Devon's lovely summer sun - it's like being in the Med! 

We are open every day this summer 

Check out our website for our opening hours & events

The BBQ and wood-fired oven are hot, the 

 local fish and shellfish are fresh and the 

oysters have been shucked 

Come down for some cracking seafood
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BIGBURY NEWS 

Please help to cover the publication 
costs of  this  FREE MAGAZINE
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR

FREE COPIES
Bigbury News - to 450 homes & businesses 

in Bigbury 

ANNUAL DONATIONS
from supporters welcome/needed!

Cheques ‘Bigbury News’ post to 
The Editor, Bigbury News, Long Easton, 

Easton, TQ7 4AN.
OR  ask the Treasurer for BACS details

henry.wainwright52@gmail.com

FREE DOWNLOADS
https://bigburydrums.wixsite.com/bigbury-

drums

DISCLAIMER
Bigbury News and Editor cannot be held responsible 
for any loss or inconvenience caused by any inaccurate 
information contained within this magazine. Please 
contact the relevant party directly to confirm the details 
of  any information or event. Inclusion of  a business 
advertisement does not imply a recommendation by 
Bigbury News or the Editor. Please take up references of  
previous clients or customers before enlisting the services 
or products advertised herein. 

SEPTEMBER edition
copy date 15th AUGUST
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for Bigbury Drums (email events alerts) if  
you want these alerts sent to your in box.  
You will then get the alerts at almost the 
same time as our Councillors. 

Bigbury hedgehogs and ash trees are in 
the spotlight this month.  Please follow up 
if  you have any hedgehog sightings or ash 
die back problems.  

Challaborough Bay Holiday Park are in-
viting locals to join in their Movies under 
the Stars (p6) and Burgh Island Hotel has 
new discount offers for locals who provide 
the secret code given by the Murmuring 
Mermaid (p5)

Enjoy the summer! 

Louise Wainwright
Editor Bigbury News & Bigbury Drums

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the July/August Bumper edi-
tion of  Bigbury News.  Free bottle of  wine 
for the first person to spot the error on the 
cover page (of  the hard copy)!  If  you need 
cheering up - check out what the Urban 
Dictionary has to say about this word!  

Bigbury News is taking a short break 
during the month of  August but the Mail 
Chimp events listings (Bigbury Drums) 
will continue to keep you up to date on 
local events and alerts.  Please email 
bigburydrums@gmail.com if  you have 
any alerts or upcoming events to share. 

Welcome also to the intrepid new contrib-
utors (Gary McBar, and the Murmuring 
Mermaid) and those who have sent their 
thoughts into the Post Bag, including for 
the first time, a holiday maker, Linda 
Clements.  Please keep it up and keep in 
touch with everyone in Bigbury through 
the Post Bag and share your Bigbury 
Stories of  times gone by in Bigbury.  Copy 
date for the next issue in September, is 
15th August.  Please help the editor by 
keeping to the copy dates needed to get the 
magazine together more easily. Thank you 
for your cooperation.  It is not easy!

Jim Chadwick has certainly added a new 
dimension to the Culture Club by sharing 
is memories (p8) of  a very unusual family 
history.   Our American Correspondent, 
David Ellis will have some more Bigbury 
Stories of  his childhood in the September 
issue.  Please get in touch if  you can con-
tribute a Bigbury Story.  Thank you.

Many people in Bigbury joined in for the 
Commemoration of  the 75th Anniversary 
of  the D-Day Landings.  Volunteers and 
Guests alike, made it a very special event 
at which we jointly raised £1,250 for the 
Welfare Fund of the Modbury British 
Legion. 

The Community came together again on 
the 26th June to remember Iris McSherry 
who sadly passed away in June.  Her son, 
Kevin has shared much about Iris in his 
Valediction (p10). 

Bigbury Parish Council have decided to 
help improve communication with resi-
dents by alerting them about forthcoming 
Planning Applications through Bigbury 
Drums and Bigbury News.  Please sign up 

BIGBURY NEWS
YOUR

PARISH MAGAZINE



BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together

MEMORIAL HALL EVENTS (July & August 2019)
St Ann’s Chapel TQ7 4HQ

2

On Monday 8th July at 7.00 p.m. we have our Annual General Meeting, the agenda 
for which is in this issue of  Bigbury News. This is your chance to find out what’s hap-
pening at the Hall and to question any of  the Committee so do please come along.

As mentioned in last month’s Bigbury News, the theme for this year’s Garden Produce 
Show on Sunday 8th September is ‘Plants, Plastics and Pollution’.  The categories in 
each of  the three classes are listed in the attached poster. Last year we introduced more 
flower related categories in Class B and as this was popular we have repeated it this year.  
We have also included a few additional categories such as squash, miscellaneous beans 
and a potted chilli plant but have removed garlic corms, corn on the cob and pears as 
there were very few entries for these.  It was lovely to see several youngsters with their 
contributions last year and especially good to see Josh Gilbert winning but who will 
win the cup this year?  Do please enter – there are so many different categories for you 
to choose from and if  you are not a gardener you can always write a limerick !

Later in September, on the 21st at 7.30 p.m. we are delighted to welcome Hungrytown 
to the Hall as part of  their UK tour. They are presently touring their native America. 
This innovative folk duo comprises multi-instrumentalist Rebecca Hall and husband 
Ken Anderson and, over 15 years, they have developed an international reputation for 
the quality and authenticity of  their song writing. Check them out on their website 
www.hungrytown.net  For ticketing details, see the poster in Bigbury Drums. Please 
note that, although tickets will be available at Holywell Stores nearer the time, they are 
not at present as we don’t want to burden them during the current building works. How-
ever, if  you’d like to reserve a ticket now, please contact me.

Finally, we have submitted our request to villages in Action for the events that we’d like 
to bring to the Hall. Hopefully we’ll know whether we’ve been successful by the time of  
the next Bigbury News issue.  

Charles Harrington.
Tel. 810023.
Email charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

NOTICE
Bigbury Memorial Hall  A G M 

Monday 8th July 2019 at 7.00 p.m. 
at Bigbury Memorial Hall

AGENDA
1. Notice of  meeting
2. Apologies for absence
3. Minutes of  2018 AGM
4. Matters arising from Minutes of  
2018 AGM
5. Management Committee/Trustees’ 
Report and Financial Statement for 
year ended 31st March 2019
6. Appointment of  members of  
Management Committee  a. Members 
standing for election/ re-election  b. 
Other nominations*   7.  Open Forum    
8.  AOB
*Please send any nominations with 
names of  a proposer and seconder to 
the Chairman by Friday 5th July.
Charles Harrington      Chairman.

Day & Time  Activity  Organiser Contact no.
MON 9.30 – 10.10 *Aerobics  Jill Gubbins      810651
 10.15 – 11.15 *Pilates  Jill Gubbins      810651
 11.20 – noon *Strong & Steady Jill Gubbins      810651
   (plus tea)

TUES 17.30 - 19.30 Youth Club Juliette Jackson     810307

WED   

THURS   9.15  – 10.15 *Pilates  Jill Gubbins      810651
 10.15 – 10.30 *Bones Bonus Jill Gubbins      810651
 19.30 – 21.30 South Hams Gilbert Snook      810017
   Filling Station (3rd Thurs. of  month excl. Dec & Aug)

NB. Jill Gubbins’ classes below will NOT be taking place during July and August.  
Please see Jill’s separate notice for when the classes will resume in September.

COMING UP NEXT
JULY: Wed July  3rd: Bigbury Community Coffee morning 10.30 – 12.00 
             in aid of  the Women of  Cambodia
             Mon 8th July 7.00pm : Memorial Hall AGM – see separate notice for details.
AUG: Wed.7th Aug: Bigbury Community Coffee morning 10.30 – 12.00 
             in aid of  Kingsbridge Triangle Centre.
SEPT: Wed. 4th Sept: Bigbury Community Coffee morning 10.30 – 12.00 
             in aid of  St Luke’s Hospice
             Sun. 8th Sept: Bigbury Garden Produce Show: 10.00am.  (See poster for details) 
             Sat 21st Sept 7.30 p.m.: Hungrytown – folk duo. (See poster for details.

50/ 100 Club. Promoted by Dane Vanstone. May’s winners were Jim Chadwick (£20) 
and Michael Baker (£10). June’s were Charles Harrington (£20) and Lyn Hiscock 
(£10).
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COFFEE MORNING
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Class A Fruit and Vegetables 
      Number                    Number
      in display                  in display

1.  Beetroots, tops trimmed to 7cms      3  10. Leeks       3      
2.  Carrots, tops trimmed to 7cms         3  11. Squash                     2
3.  Courgettes (any colour)       3  12. Peppers (any colour)      2
4.  Runner beans          3                13. Tomatoes       5
5.  Other beans                3  14. Apples (dessert)      3
6.  Onions, white; trimmed and tied      3  15. Apples (cooking)      3
7.  Onions, red; trimmed and tied      3          16. Chilli plant in a pot           1
8.  Cucumbers         2  17. Any other vegetable          3
9.  Potatoes                                             5          18. Any fruit                            3

Class B Flowers (to be presented in a vase unless otherwise stated)
1.  A basket of  flowers showing pollution and plants from the beach 
2.  One individual rose      
3.  Vase of  garden flowers of  your choice.
4.  Three identical flowers
                            
Class C  Miscellaneous
1.  Largest marrow
2.  Longest runner bean 
3.  Heaviest onion
4.  Most unusual shaped fruit or vegetable
5.  Tallest sunflower (sunflower itself  or a photo showing plant and height)
6.  A limerick with a plants, plastic and pollution theme. 
7.  A plants, plastic and pollution themed picture
8.  A decorated egg showing pollution.
9.  A cupcake with a “plants, plastic and pollution” themed decoration.

BIGBURY’S ANNUAL GARDEN PRODUCE SHOW
Sunday September 8th 2019 in the Memorial Hall

  ‘PLANTS, PLASTIC and POLLUTION’

GARDEN PRODUCE SHOW RULES

All fresh produce must be grown in the Parish of  Bigbury. Bring your exhibits to 
the Hall on 8th September  from 10 .00– 11.00 a.m.   Only one exhibit per person 
in each class.  Cost will be 50p per exhibit up to a maximum of  £3 per person for 
any number of  exhibits. The judges will do their work from 11.00 a.m.  – 2.00 p.m.; 
viewing of  exhibits and refreshments will be available from 2.30pm.

PRESENTATION  OF PRIZES 3pm
JUDGE’S DECISION IS FINAL

Queries to:  Angie Bond (811131) or   Sally Watts (810373)

On Wednesday 5th June we raised £240 
for the Devon Air Ambulance. Many 
thanks to everybody who came and 
supported us so generously.

Many thanks to Naomi who gave us an 
interesting talk on DAAT, apparently all 
their pilots have Weetabix for breakfast!  
They are proud to be independent of  
Government funding and rely solely 
on fund raisers and donations for their 
£5.5 million to keep the 2 helicopters 
airborne. They are now able to fly at 
night with the development of  com-
munity landing sites, as at the Golf  
Club, and so are able to help even more 
people and save lives.

On Wednesday 3rd July we will be 
raising funds for Women of  Cambodia 
who provide our lovely silk goods and 
beads. We look forward to seeing you 
between 10.30 and noon.

On Wednesday 7th August we will be 
supporting The Kingsbridge Triangle 
Centre and on Wednesday 4th Sep-
tember we will be supporting St Luke’s 
Hospice.

Jean and Yvonne.

    BIGBURY CARES
       

CHARITY UPDATE 2019

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNINGS
December 2018*           £685
Church Restoration     
Wednesday 6th March 2019
Modbury Caring                               £242
Wednesday 3rd April                 
Hope Cove Lifeboat                         £267
Wednesday 1st May                    
Children’s Hospice SW                     £256
Wednesday 5th June
Devon Air Ambulance                    £240
Macmillan Mammoth Quiz
February 22nd
Fiona Dukes & team        £1,103
Sunday 9th June
Royal British Legion        
Sunday 9th June                        £1,200
Tucker family & friends

ARTS SOCIETY 
KINGSBRIDGE

NEXT MEETING in September
ARTS SOCIETY KINGSBRIDGE
Meetings in Kingsbridge Methodist 
Hall, 100 Fore St  TQ7 1AW   
Weds 7.30pm Thurs 10.30am 
Visitors always welcome on payment of  
£10 which includes tea/coffee.

Further details from Gill Markham 
at gill.markham@talk21.com  or  
01548714364



CLUBS & SOCIETIES

BIGBURY LADIES
Pam Trundle                            01548 810719                               

BIGBURY BOOKWORMS
Hazel Osborne  (temporary contact)                                                      

MEMORIAL HALL CHAIRMAN
Charles Harrington   
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk    01548 810023

BIGBURY COMMUNITY 
COFFEE MORNING
Yvonne Klidjian and Jean Wright
yvonneklidjian@btinternet.com                                      
01548 810029

HISTORY SOCIETY
Charles Harrington                  01548 810023

SOCIAL GROUPS

                   BIGBURY 
                 BOOKWORMS

Our June meeting was hosted by Erica  
(which meant delicious cake and
flapjacks made by Michael).  We had a 
lively discussion on our May book,
“Circe” by Madeline Miller.  

Unfortunately none of  us really enjoyed 
this book which was very disappointing 
as we all loved this author’s first book
“Song of  Achilles”.  Some people did 
not finish the book and others
struggled to. 

Erica’s choice for this month’s book is 
“All Among the Barley” by Mellissa
Harrison and we will discuss this when 
we meet on July 3rd at Jo’s house.

Because of  holidays and holiday visi-
tors we have decided not to meet in
August and members will be advised of   
the venue of  the September Meeting.
Please contact Hazel Osborne on 
810611 for further details.

Hazel Osborne

BIGBURY
 LADIES

On Wednesday 19th June six of  us set 
off  for the trip from Totnes to Dart-
mouth.  Rita took Jo and Gill, whilst I 
drove Jean and Jane.  However when 
we got to Steamer Quay, the boat was 
quite full and certainly there didn’t 
appear to be any seats available in the 
saloon. Rita took her two passengers 
by car to meet us in Dartmouth where-
as Jean, Jane and I decided to brave 
the damp and sat on the deck shielded 
by an overhang and Jean and Jane 
covered our knees with their umbrellas 
to shield us from the damp and the few 
drips from above. 

Actually, we didn’t get wet and as we 
got further down the river It was actu-
ally very pleasant. Having left Totnes 
at 11.15 we arrived in Dartmouth at 
12.30 having had a very lovely journey 
down with a very informative com-
mentary on the tannoy system.  

We met up with the other three ladies 
and then made a beeline for lunch.  
Jean and I had a snack lunch in a 
restaurant in the ancient Butterwalk 
while the other four went for a more 
substantial meal elsewhere.  

After a nice amble around the shops 
Jean, Jane and I joined the boat again 
at 3.30 arriving in Totnes at 5.0 p.m. 
If  you have never done the trip down 
the Dart, it really is well worth going.

Just check on the tides by ringing 
01803 555872 as the journey times 
obviously have to adjust according to 
the tides.  

Also you might like to consid-
er the Round Robin which covers 
the boat Totnes-Dartmouth, ferry 
Dartmouth-Kingswear, steam train 
Kingswear – Paignton and bus Paign-
ton-Totnes.   

Our July meeting should be to Mount 
Edgcombe but this also coincides with 
(I think ) the Victorian Tea Party so 
please contact one of  us to see what is 
happening about Wednesday 17th July.   
If  anyone wants to join us for our 
Christmas dinner in December, Rita is 
taking names and deposits for the meal 
at Plympton.
Pam on  810791.   Chris on 810 482.   
Rita on 8104792

Pam Trundle4

DCC MOBILE LIBRARY
TUESDAYS:

23rd July, 20th August and 
17th Sept

Bigbury-on-Sea
Cleveland Drive
 Arrive:  12.40
 Depart  13.25

Bigbury Green
 Arrive:  14.00
 Depart: 14.30

Bigbury Ladies usually meets 
up at Helen Smith’s home in 
Bigbury (about 10.30 a.m. – 
11.15) and then proceeds on 
the outing in shared vehicles. 
All ladies from the Bigbury 
area most welcome.  Very 
informal group of  ladies who 
like to meet up for a natter 
once a month.  

SIGN the PETITIONS

I wondered if  it is worth men-
tioning about the 2 petitions 
relating to the BBC’s decision to 
stop the free TV licences for the 
over 75s – after all, I am sure that 
there are quite a few of  us in the 
parish who will be affected by 
this.   There are 2 petitions – one 
by AGE UK and the other is one 
on the  Government petitions 
site.
Many thanks
Pam Trundle

COUNTRY HILL
ANIMAL SHELTER

Reg. No 1114853

01548 288001
www.countryhillanimalshelter.co.uk

HOUSE CLEARANCE & 
FURNITURE REMOVALS

We can help with collection of  furni-
ture which you would like to donate to 
our charity for re-sale.

We desperately need volunteers for our 
shops and warehouse

Donations of  cat food always wel-
come in Tesco and Morrison stores in 
Kingsbridge             
                     THANK YOU
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NINETEENTH HOLE

Jane Wain, our 2019 Ladies Section 
Captain, had a most eventful few days 
recently which were also extremely suc-
cessful with raising funds for her chosen 
Charity, Macmillan Cancer Support.  
Another Jane, Rickman, is Jane’s Vice 
Captain, and at the end of  June they took 
part in the National Macmillan Longest 
Day Golf  Challenge Event.  Seventy Two 
holes of  golf  were played and the Jane’s 
were helped with the support of  playing 
partners for the four rounds.  Firstly at 
5.30 am, teeing off  alongside Jane W & 
Jane R, were Dave Wain & Dave Mould-
ing; at 8.00 am were Tracy Loveys and 
Steve Ryder; at mid day Roy Mitchell and 
Adam Keates and finally at 5.00 pm were 
Paul Kingwell and Jedd Spedding.  There 
were lots of  people around on the day, in 
a Clubhouse decorated with Macmillan 
bunting, banners and green balloons which 
all contributed to a great and encouraging 
atmosphere.  Thankfully, the weather was 
very kind.  The amount raised is expected 
to continue to rise but is already in excess 
of  £1,500.

Two days later, and in wonderful weather, 
it was Jane’s Lady Captains Day; a double 
celebration as it was also her birthday.   
Macmillan bunting, banners and green 
balloons continued to be around the Club-
house, but in addition some 100 balloons 
were on the first T.  Three were handed to 
each player and during the competition 
for each balloon there was a kick, a flick 
and a free shot Mulligan, leading to a lot 
of  fun during the round.  A balloon was 
burst by the players when taking the kick, 
flick or Mulligan.  The overall winner of  

This month’s offer from the Murmuring 
Mermaid of  Burgh Island

When the tide is in and the wind is 
blowing in the right direction, you may 
hear a distant murmur coming from the 
rocks on the far side of  Burgh Island.  
Listen carefully and you will realise that 
it is the endless babbling of  the Mur-
muring Mermaid. 

Mind you, she is worth listening to.
Every month she casts a spell which 
enables Burgh Island neighbours to get 
exclusive deals.

£10 off afternoon tea between 
1st July to 31st August 2019

£35 per person (instead of  £45) includ-
ing champagne or cocktail for anyone 
who can quote the magic words. Book-
ing in advance is required. 

MAGIC WORDS are…
Murmuring Mermaid

MURMURING MERMAID

the competition was Margaret Taylor (21) 
with a very good 41 points.  A raffle took 
place, again to support the Macmillan 
fund raising, and both players and visitors 
to the club were very generous.  Jane was 
joined on the day by many friends and 
past Bigbury golfers, and it was really good 
to have these people amongst us again.  
Following their golf, the ladies enjoyed a 
meal together and a piece of  birthday cake.  
Jane had commissioned an enormous 
birthday cake, in green of  course, and with 
a golfing theme.  It was special, as was the 
whole day, and for Jane it was one of  the 
most memorable days of  her life.  Jane was 
delighted to have her two daughters join 
her for day, and this was kept as a surprise.

267 YEARS OLD AND STILL PLAY-
ING!   Ron Knight, Past Seniors Captain. 
celebrated his 90th birthday in early May 
at Bigbury golf  club. He’s pictured cutting 
his birthday cake with Seniors Captain 
Dave Bogue along with Eddie Livermore , 
John Mugford, Mike Heath and Jim Chad-
wick.As part of  his 90th birthday celebra-
tion Ron made the draw for the Seniors 
Summer Knockout competition. Dave 
Bogue reports that Ron duly drew some 
cracking ties.  Ron, Jim and John’s ages 
total 267 years and they are still playing 11 
holes twice a week.  They are a constant 
source of  inspiration to the Bigbury mem-
bership as all three of  them continue walk 
the 11 holes, hitting the ball straight down 
the middle. Long may they be seen in the 
middle of  the fairways.

Our Bigbury Men’s Devon County Palairat 
Team is continuing a string of  excellent 
wins and is now through to the Quarter 
Finals of  this most prestigious tourna-
ment.  They will meet opponents from 
Teignmouth Golf  Club during July and we 
all wish the Captain Rob Luckens and his 
team the best of  luck for a good match and 
hopefully a win.

The Bigbury Ladies Sheelah Creasy Team 
continued the winning theme with a win 
at home against tough competitors from 
Churston Golf  Club.  Also, our Ladies 
Presidents Team is acquitting itself  well, 
including a match halved away to Staddon 
Heights Golf  Club.  Playing her first match 
for this team, our Junior Ladies Captain, 
Jess Leach, managed to win her game with 
the last putt on the 18th!

Marlene Johnson

Ron Knight and 
friends celebrate 
his 90th Birthday at 
Bigbury Golf  Club

Jane Wain on her 
Lady Captains Day 
with her husband, 
Dave, and two daugh-
ters Cat and Helen



6

WHAT’S ON  NEARBY
ST LUKE’S HOSPICE
OPEN GARDENS 

Full details on website:
www.stlukes-hospice.org.uk/open-gar-
dens

WHAT’S ON in AUGUST in 
BIGBURY

MOVIE UNDER the STARS 
Aug 10th –  Incredibles 2
Aug 17th – Mary Poppins
Aug 28th – Jurassic World Fallen 
Kingdom
 
Movies will start after Sunset. Times 
tbc on our facebook page. www.
facebook.com/challaboroughbay-
PDR 
This is weather dependent.
 
Location:
Challaborough Waterfront Bar.

BYO chairs/ blankets. Film is free 
to watch, just show up.  Drinks, 
Popcorn and Sweets will be available 
from the Kiosk and the Waterfront 
Bar and Restaurant.

St Lawrence
SUMMER

FETE

Mon 12th August  
12-00 - 4.30 pm

Stalls, games, BBQ, Pimms, 
Cream Teas, Raffle, etc! 

At Memorial Hall in 
St Ann’s Chapel

DEVON RURAL ARCHIVE 
EVENTS

Thursday 4 July 2019, 7pm
Sharpham Estate: Ups and Downs. An 
historical portrait of  a small, precarious 
country estate.  An illustrated talk by 
Lynette Gribble, Archive Co-Ordinator 
at Sharpham.  Tickets £5.  To purchase 
tickets, please call Abi Gray on 01548 
830832 or email: office@dra.uk.net

Tuesday 16 July 2019, 2pm: Guided tour 
of  Shilstone House and garden - led by 
Abi Gray, resident archaeologist.  Tick-
ets £15 each to include tea and cakes at 
the DRA afterwards. Booking essential.  
Please contact Abi on 01548 830832 or 
email: office@dra.uk.net

Tuesday 23 July 2019, 2pm
Guided tour of  the designed landscape 
surrounding Shilstone House, led by Abi 
Gray, resident archaeologist. Guests will 
explore the remains of the 17th and 18th 
century designed landscape as part of  the 
CBA’s Festival of Archaeology. Tick-
ets £10 each to include tea and cakes at 
the DRA afterwards. Booking essential. 
Please contact Abi on 01548 830832 or 
email: office@dra.uk.net.

Throughout July - Our exhibition is open 
for viewing:  “For King and Country - 
How South Devon farmers rose to the 
challenges of  World War 1” . Free entry.  
The DRA is open Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays (excluding bank holidays), 
11am to 3pm. 

BANTHAM SWOOSH
Aveton Gifford to Bantham
Spectators at Bantham Beach 
Sat 6th July - 9.20 to 12.05 midday

See BEACH BANTER for other 
Swimming events

KINGSTON FUN DAY
3rd August
details to follow on Bigbury Drums

FLETE PROMS in GARDENS
Sat 27th July £15
Salamanca Band of  the Rifles
Tickets from Luscombe Maye, Modbury

EVENTS ORGANISERS ARE 
INVITED TO 

GET IN TOUCH WITH 
 BIGBURY DRUMS EDITOR

bigburydrums@gmail.com

There are 330  local subscribers to 
this email events listing, which is 

sent out every ten days

 

Colebrook’s Hidden 
Garden Trail  
 

Sunday 21st July 
11am-4pm 

Adults £5  U16s free 
Maps available from St 
Luke’s stand in village 

centre on the day 
7 hidden gardens to explore! 
  Refreshments       Raffle 

Please park carefully around village 

NB:  The planned Open Garden 
at Flete House on 

7th July has had to be 
cancelled - SORRY



The Devon Avon Estuary is one of  the 
newly designated Marine Conservation 
Zone sites, extending from the estuary 
mouth up to Venn Weir i.e. the full tidal 
zone (see map).  This third tranche builds 
on the 50 MCZs already in place and es-
sentially completes DEFRA’s contribution 
to the ecologically coherent network of  
Marine Protected Areas in terms of  species 
and habitat representation.  

Devon Avon Estuary -  Protected features 
General Management Approach (GMA)

1. Coastal salt-marshes and saline reed beds
-   maintain in favourable condition
2. Intertidal mud - 
    maintain in favourable condition
3. Intertidal sand and muddy sand - 
    maintain in favourable condition
4. Moderate energy intertidal rock - 
    maintain in favourable condition
5. Tentacled lagoon worm (Alkmaria romijni)- 
    maintain in favourable condition

Summary of consultation responses.
Of  the non-campaign responses received, all 
were in support of  this site.

•  There was support for Bantham Bay in 
particular due to concerns over possible
damage caused by recreational activities 
and planned developments that could risk 
over exploitation of  the area.

•  Two responses asked that the boundary 
of  the proposed site be extended to include 
the South Efford nature reserve and the sea 
bass nursery area.

Evidence changes since consultation.

•  Evidence assessments undertaken by 
Natural England were updated using a 
broad range of  sources including new sur-
veys as well as evidence submitted during 
the consultation.  Full details of  evidence 
used can be found in Natural England’s 
final report.

• T he updated evidence assessments did 
not result in any significant changes in 
terms of  data certainty and sufficiency or 
the GMA for features within the site.

Government response

•  The request for the site to be extended to 
cover the South Efford nature reserve
and a sea bass nursery area was considered 
but has not been taken forward.  The
South Efford Marsh is a Local Nature Re-
serve, with different designation criteria to
that of  MCZs.  
As such, for MCZ designation, the pioneer 
saltmarsh is not currently
considered sufficiently developed to be 

classed as the feature ‘Coastal Saltmarshes
& Saline Reedbeds’ included within this site. 
With regard to the sea bass nursery area, 
site based protection is not considered to 
be the most effective tool for conserving 
highly mobile species such as sea bass.

•  After careful consideration of  the consul-
tation responses received, scientific advice 
from Natural England and assessment of  
the proposed boundary amendments, the 
site has been designated.  The boundary 
proposed at consultation has been re-
tained.

Aune Conservation Association’s reply

The ACA is very pleased about the des-
ignation but it remains to be seen what 
difference it will make.  Of  the agencies 
(e.g. Environment Agency, Natural England, Devon 
and Severn Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authority, 
Marine Management Organisation, Local Planning 
Authorities, Salcombe Harbourmaster, Duchy of  Corn-
wall) responsible for managing the estuary 
and maintaining it in ‘favourable condi-
tion’, most are seriously short of  resources 
for carrying out this function but that is 
where the ACA can play a useful role as a 
watchdog!

The ACA did respond vigorously to the 
consultation and provided extra data based 
on research from Plymouth University 
about both the estuary and South Efford 
Marsh, some of  which we helped to fund. 
Unfortunately, the ACA’s request for 
inclusion of  South Efford Marsh and the 
Sea Bass Nursery Area in the MCZ was 
not granted but the main estuary features 
of  salt marsh, mud, sand and inter-tidal 
rock were recognised. Perhaps surprisingly 
in the current atmosphere, no mention is 
made of  the important biological role of  
inter-tidal mud and salt marshes in carbon 
sequestration.

Thank goodness for the Tentacled Lagoon 
Worm, which you - like me - have
probably never encountered!  This tiny 
bristleworm, less than 5 mm long, is scarce 
in this country.  It lives in a tube made of  
mud in sheltered estuaries and lagoons.  

It has six gills and a number of  smooth 
thread-like tentacles, which it pushes out 
from around its mouth to gather food from 
the surrounding mud.  The organisms 
appear to require muddy sediments in 
brackish water, which is not fully salty and 
they are included in national conservation 
legislation because they are scarce and are 
vulnerable to changes to, or loss of, the 
habitats in which they live.

Tentacled Lagoon Worm

Threats to Tentacled Lagoon Worms 
include pollution of  the mud and seawater; 
changes in the currents and the nature of  
the mud; changes in saltiness of  the water 
and mud; and disturbance from dredging 
and bait-digging.  Bait diggers beware!

Stuart Watts
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AVON ESTUARY - MCZ status
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BIGBURY COMMEMORATES 75th ANNIVERSARY of the D-DAY LANDINGS

George Rosevear received a cheque for 
£1,252 on behalf  of  the Modbury Royal 

British Legion (Welfare Fund). 

Photo right- Robin Derges, 
Louise Wainwright, George Rosevear 
(Chair), Norman Kirtley (Member) & 

David Scott (Secretary)

The Royal British Legion Modbury & District branch 
extend their grateful thanks to the folk of  Bigbury for the 
donation to their Welfare Fund of  £1,252.50. 

This represented the net proceeds from the Bigbury D 
Day commemoration event held on Sunday 9th June 
2019 and hosted by John and Jane Tucker and their 
daughter Cathy Case at the family’s home, Folly Farm 
in Bigbury on Sea.

Over 100 local residents turned up to commemorate 
the event and enjoyed a hog roast and accompanying 
fare. The branch chairman, George Rosevear, made 
a commemorative address and was accompanied by 
branch Secretary David Scott, who carried the branch’s 
Standard.

The branch will add the money to their Welfare Fund. 
This fund is available for the work of  the branch in the 
area, to assist former service personnel or their immedi-
ate relatives or survivors, where a need is identified. 

RBL support can be by way of  a small grant, at the 
behest of  the branch officers, or where more extensive 
support need is identified, a case worker will review 
the circumstances and make a recommendation to the 
branch, or appropriate superior body.

George H W Rosevear
RBL Modbury & District - Chair8



                     Thank You

This is just to say a huge thank you to all 
those who organized the wonderful D 
Day landings commemorative event at 
Folly Farm on the 9th June.  

It was a really special and moving event, 
and George’s informative and respect-
ful contribution deserves special men-
tion.  Cathy, Sharon, Louise, Richard, 
Sally and Jill did a wonderful job of  the 
organization, and the food supplied by 
John Tucker, Clive’s Pies, Lazy Cow, 
Mike Astill and The Fish family was 
delicious. Martin Howell kindly pro-
vided the music, which  was wonderful. 
Thank you also to the family who had 
the wedding the previous day, and not 
only let us use the marquee, but left us 
some booze as well!!  

We are so lucky as a community to have 
amongst us the lovely people who give 
so generously of  their time and resources 
to create such enjoyable events that bring 
the community together – a very positive 
thing in these somewhat troubled times.

BEFORE......

.......AFTER !!

On a personal note, we also want to say 
how very touched we were by the pres-
entation made to us that day.  Bryan’s 55 
years and Angie’s 40 years in Bigbury 
have been a blessing and a joy.  Between 
us we have been an agricultural rep., 
teacher, hoteliers, publicans, landlords, 
and small-time sheep farmers in those 
roller-coaster years.  Bryan’s role as a 
Church Warden has been close to his 
heart.  His service in the Parish and 
District Councils was an honour and 
a way of  giving something back to this 
brilliant community.  So THANK YOU 
to EVERYONE, family, friends, the 
Parish Council for making that day so 
very memorable and special for us.  We 
treasure that beautiful book you gave 
us, most especially for your good wishes 
therein.

God bless,
Angie and Bryan

Over 100 people attended 
the Commemoration.  

Guests were called into the 
marquee by the sound of  
an old air raid siren, found 
in a demolished building by 
John Tucker.  

If  you would like to pay your 
respects to those who fell and 
served in the first and second world 
wars, their names appear on the 
memorial near the front gate of  St 
Lawrence Church at Bigbury and 
on the panels in the porch at the 
entrance to the church. 
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Iris McSherry, our good friend and long time member of  this community in Bigbury, died in the early hours of  the morning on Friday 
7th June following a series of  illnesses.

Iris was the oldest of  two sisters, she was born in South London and lived her childhood in shared houses near Clapham Junction. 
Her mother was a tailor but spent much of  her working life, sewing “in the print,” a strong, bustling, busy woman, herself  the oldest 
of  five siblings. Her father had lost his right arm in an industrial accident at the age of  sixteen, while working as an apprentice engi-
neer on the railway and had spent the rest of  his working life as a clerk in the engine sheds and sidings at Clapham Junction. He was 
a gentle man, a self  taught musician who, surprisingly and delightfully, played the piano well and was a sought after accompanist for 
parties and sing-songs.  He was also a life-long, very keen and experienced member of  the St John’s Ambulance brigade an inspiration 
for Iris’ career path and always the first to be consulted in times of  illness or injury.

So Iris grew up in among the terraces of  South London surrounded by the families of  her father and mother in houses full of  stories 
and family and song and political debate.  Her mother’s brother and all his friends were committed socialists and sometime members 
of  the communist party.  It is strange that in France socialism and communism are respectable and appropriate responses to the dam-
age caused by extremes of  poverty and wealth but in England it is considered close to sedition.  The friends owned a small printing 
press and used it in the family home to produce pamphlets.  Iris described some of  her earliest memories as being that of  lookout for 
the police and on one occasion being in the yard throwing political pamphlets over the wall while the police were making their entry 
at the front door.

Iris was twelve when war was declared and she and her sister were evacuated twice, briefly during the ”phoney war” and then for a 
much longer period to a large country house at Kilkhampton near Bude.  It was the estate of  two elderly women who employed a 
cook and a gardener and a butler.  Iris and her sister were well received and looked after and with two other girls had the run of  the 
house and the estate.

Iris described conditions in the school, which they shared with the village children, as crowded and the education basic.  She said that 
the teacher seemed to think that she had some potential for greater success and started to give her some extra lessons but, because he 
was a man and she a young woman, this was frowned upon by the local community who thought it inappropriate and it stopped. So 
Iris, who wanted to nurse, left school without having had the opportunity to take any qualifications.  The owner of  the house arranged 
with her doctor for Iris to be interviewed by the local hospital. Instead she was referred to a contact of  the doctor in London and 
obtained a place in Fulham.

In 1943 she started work in a children’s hospital. At sixteen she could nurse children but she would have to wait until she was eighteen 
to start her nurse training properly.  She described walking to work, hearing the “Doodlebug” engines cutting out and then the fear 
of  waiting for the explosion.  When she was eighteen she enrolled to start her formal training as a nurse and it was here that she met 
Jean Nisbet, who was to become her lifelong friend, a beloved aunt to all her children and who, in due course, would introduce her to 
Bigbury.

As she started nursing Iris felt challenged by her own lack of  qualification and the apparent confidence of  her colleagues who had 
attended grammar and private schools.  She nursed until she was twenty and left without finishing her training to take a much better 
paid job in Coutts bank.  It was soon after this that she met Jim and characteristically took  rapid control of  the progress of  their 
relationship.  It was at a dance on perhaps their third date that she asked if  “this is going somewhere?” It seems that it was. They were 
married on Christmas Day 1948 Iris was twenty one and had to give up her job.  The bank did not employ married women.

They lived first with her parents and then in police flats in Belgravia and Richmond before buying a house in Kingston. Their home 
has always been visited, all were welcome. Iris was always a great creator of  meals, easily ‘knocking up’ a lunch or a three course meal 
for a few or for many; hosting dinner parties for their many friends or ever larger family occasions. She and her mum made clothes for 
the family, and soft furnishings for the home on a singer sewing machine turned, under strict guidance, by the children of  her grow-
ing family. She knitted jumpers for them all on an early knitting machine. The flats or the house were testimony to her creativity and 
determination. She had a wit like a sharp knife and you were best kept on the right side of  it.

In the sixties as the family grew and money was short Iris worked nights as a part time telephonist. She took an evening class in O lev-
el English and was beset by family crisis on each of  the three occasions she took the exam, finally having her hand bag stolen on the 
train on the way home. But her tenacity paid off  and having obtained it was able to apply to complete training as a marriage guidance 
councillor. Iris relished the challenge, loved the reading, enjoyed the intensive week long courses, completed her training, worked as a 
councillor for many years and was involved in a pioneering project which took her into schools to give relationship advice to children. 
In her mid forties, shortly after becoming a grandparent, Iris decided to return to Nursing and completed her training as an SRN at 
Kingston Hospital before working as a district nurse.

Throughout this period Iris and her extending family maintained their close relationship with Jean and with Seahaven, spending time 
here winter and summer in her company. While Iris and Jean were on holiday on the Isles of  Scilly Jean had a seizure which, after 
investigation, turned out to be caused by a brain tumour and Iris and Jim moved down to Jean’s house in Bigbury to look after her in 
the final months of  her life.

When Jean died in 1994 Iris and Jim bought the house that they had known so well for so many years from her estate and made the 
house, that they had first come to visit in 1956 and had shared with Jean and their children and their grandchildren on so many occa-
sions, their home.

Kevin McSherry

FAREWELL IRIS
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LETTER from MINISTER at ST LAWRENCE

Vicar: The Revd Matt Rowland (830260: every day except (normally) Saturday) 
Readers: Joyce Howitt (01364 73370), Michael Tagent (810520) 

Website: www.modburyteam.org  

 

SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES IN JULY 
 

 Aveton Gifford 
11.00 am 

Bigbury 
11.00 am 

Kingston 
9.30 am 

Modbury 
9.30 am 

Ringmore 
9.30 am 

7th Sunday Worship Communion* Communion Communion Sunday Worship 

14th Communion Sunday Worship Sunday Worship 
Communion* 

(8 am) 
 

All Age Service 
Communion* 

21st Communion Sunday Worship Communion 
(11 am) Communion Village Service 

28th Sunday Worship Communion Sunday Worship Sunday Worship Communion 

 
*  Service in traditional language.   
 

DON'T BE AN ASS! 
	
I’m not sure about you, but sometimes I feel buried alive under the pressures of work and life in general. 
Let’s take encouragement from an old fable. 
 
“One day a farmer's donkey fell into an abandoned well. The animal cried piteously for hours as the 
farmer tried to figure out what to do. Finally, he decided that since the animal was old and the well 
needed to be covered up anyway, it just wasn't worth it to try to retrieve the donkey.  
 
He invited all his neighbours to come over and help him. They each grabbed a shovel and began to 
shovel earth into the well. Realising what was happening, the donkey at first cried and wailed horribly. 
Then, a few shovelfuls later, he quieted down completely. 
 
The farmer peered down into the well, and was astounded by what he saw. With every shovelful of dirt 
that hit his back, the donkey was doing something amazing. He would shake it off and take a step up on 
the new layer of dirt. As the farmer's neighbours continued to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he would 
shake it off and take a step up. Pretty soon, the donkey stepped up over the edge of the well and trotted 
off, to the shock and astonishment of all the neighbours.” 
 
The donkey had an answer to the pressures and burdens that threatened to bury him, and so did King 
David, when he penned the Psalms: 
 
“I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of 
the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.”  
 
God uses adversity as a stepping stone. The way to get out of the deepest well is to never give up, wait 
on the Lord, and in His strength shake it off and step on it. 
 
 
 
 
Michael Tagent 

Iris McSherry
Much loved and respected lady of Bigbury.  

Vicar: The Revd Matt Rowland (830260: every day except (normally) Saturday) 
Readers: Joyce Howitt (01364 73370), Michael Tagent (810520) 

Website: www.modburyteam.org  

SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES IN AUGUST 
 

 Aveton Gifford 
11.00 am 

Bigbury 
11.00 am 

Kingston 
9.30 am 

Modbury 
9.30 am 

Ringmore 
9.30 am 

4th Sunday Worship Communion* Communion 
Communion 

 
Lammas-tide 

Service (6 pm) 
Sunday Worship 

11th Communion Sunday Worship Sunday Worship 
Communion* 

(8 am) 
 

All Age Service 
Sunday Worship 

18th Lay led service Sunday Worship 
Communion by 

Extension 
(11 am) 

Communion Village Service 

25th Communion by 
Extension 

Songs of Praise 
(6 pm) Village Service Sunday Worship Communion 

 
*  Service in traditional language.   
 

 

THE FILLING STATION

Thank you very much to Rev. Stephen 
Beach and all the people who turned 
up for last weeks Filling Station, what 
a brilliant evening.  Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to Pam Elliot who is 
recovering from her back injury and also 
to Stephen Beaches wife who has just 
undergone some unpleasant medical 
tests.  We continue to pray for speedy 
recoveries.

Our last Filling Station meeting before 
the Summer break will be on Thursday 
18th July and we will be welcoming our 
very own MP, Sir Gary Streeter.  He 
will be speaking to us on “Social Justice 
and Serving the Poor”. Very excited!!

Venue:  The Memorial Hall, St Ann’s 
Chapel.  7.30 to 9.00 pm

Please remember, there is no Filling 
Station in August but after July we have 
more great speakers lined up, restarting 
in September  We really look forward to 
seeing you in July.

Kindest regards and God bless you.
James and the FS team.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 



CULTURE CLUB

Retirement is an opportunity to reflect not only 
on your own career and former life, but also 
that of  your parents and grandparents.  There 
are a number of  Bigbury folk who have begun 
writing their memoires to make sure that the 
next generation have this treasured information.  
I was privaledged to be invited to meet up with 
Pat and Jim Chadwick to learn more about 
Jim’s unique family history.  Jim has kindly 
allowed Bigbury News to print part of  his 
memoires relating to the long family tradition of  
clowning.  Here follows Jim’s contribution 
to this edition of  Culture Club. 

Before the advent of  cinema, radio and 
TV, the popular mass entertainment was 
provided by local theatres throughout the 
country.  At the turn of  the previous cen-
tury, theatres were being built everywhere.  
Most large towns in those days had at least 
one theatre and these provided music hall 
and variety . These shows usually featured 
a well-known Star attraction backed up by 
a number of  different acts. These could 
be dancers, singers musicians, acrobats, 
comedians, jugglers, magicians or specialty 
turns.  Star turns were normally allocated 
about 20 minutes to perform their acts and 
supporting acts  8 to 10 minutes.

Then there were legitimate theatres  pro-
viding plays and classics.  Actors in these 
tended to look down on variety performers 
as being uncouth and not devoted to the 
arts.

Most shows were twice nightly with 
matinees on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Programs were usually changed every 
week and the performers together with 
their props, scenery etc., then moved  to 
another theatre which might be anywhere 
in the country.

Although life  on the stage might appear 
exiting and glamorous, behind the scenes 
it was a hard, relentless profession which 
for the majority achieved few monetary 
rewards.  It was a solitary life, constantly 
on the move from town to town with little 
opportunity to settle down.  The local pub 
where artistes retired to after the show be-
came their second home.  Unless you were  
‘Top of  the bill’ you couldn’t afford to stay 
in hotels and every town had its local digs, 
some legendary and some  a bit dubious.  
Having, I must say that I have stayed in a 
few digs with my Mum in different towns 
when I was little and I remember thinking 
that they were very good.

Journey between towns took place on Sun-
days, the only day when an artiste did not 
perform.  There could be as many as three 
thousand on the move on that day, mostly 
on trains.  There was a standard joke that 
the only things seen on Crewe railway 
station, which was a large centrally located  
junction, on a  Sunday were actors, variety 
artistes and fish!

Fortunately many of  the variety theatres 
were situated in and around London, so 
having a permanent base, such as a flat, 
somewhere like Brixton in London was  
why so many stage people lived there.
Apart from being  easy to get to work, 
there was always a home when ‘pros’ as 
theatre performers were known, would live 
when they were ‘resting’.  ‘Resting’ meant 
that you didn’t have a date or booking. 
In other words you were unemployed, 
which could be quite frequent.  Another 
advantage of  the Brixton locality is that  it 
is accessible to London’s West End where 
many theatrical agents have offices’

My parents had both been music hall 
performers.  Dad and his brother Jimmy, 
known as the Valdo Brothers, were a suc-
cessful music comedy act from the age of  
12.  In  the old Victoria era, before social 
workers, they started young and learned 
their business the hard way from their 
father.  He was a very popular performer in 
his own right and knew the entertainment 
business inside out.  If  you had a good 
act, were reliable and professional, agents 
made sure you had work.  So Dad and Un-
cle Jimmy both had reasonably comforta-
ble livings but it meant very hard work and 
frequently involved appearing at a number 
of  different venues in one night.

Grandad was a successful performer know 
as ‘Little Valdo’.  He was Principal Clown 
in Hengler’s Circus in London.  This was 
on the same site that the London Palla-
dium now stands.  Grandmother Sophia 
came from Blackpool where her father was 
a shopkeeper. I understand that Sophia 
was the first lady horizontal bar perform-
er in the country.  This kind of  physical 
acrobatic performing was very demanding 
and there were no days off  if  you didn’t 
feel very well.  As this wasn’t enough 
Grandmother also gave birth to two boys  
Therefore it was inevitable that her health 
gave way and she was only 23 when she 

died.

Being brought up in circus life, Dad and 
Jimmy eventually obtained their own.  It 
was a successful traveling railroad circus 
until a national railway strike in Ireland 
made life very difficult for them. So they 
decided to go back on the Halls and sold 
their circus to a man called Colin Shaw 
who had a bus company.  Some years later 
they had another circus in the Channel 
Islands.

While all this was going on my Mum, 
Connie Kinder, made her entrance and 
married Dad.  Mum was also in show-busi-
ness as a singer and dancer.  She was 
known as a soubrette.  Mum had left home 
in Manchester at the age of  12 to join a 
juvenile troupe of  girls.  She had a bright 
personality,  could dance well and had a 
powerful voice.  If  she lacked anything, 
it was probably ambition. Looking at 
some of  her old theatre programmes and 
photographs, she’d appeared in some good 
shows and played many first-class theatres.  
Considering that in her early days she was 
playing in concert parties at the sea-side, 
she did quite well later on.
 
Uncle Jimmy then married into the famous 
Cook Circus family and developed other 
interests under the influence of  his new 
wife.  That resulted in the breaking up of  
a life-long partnership with my Dad.  For 
my Dad it meant starting all over again 
in a very competitive profession.  And he 
wasn’t getting any younger.  Unfortunately 
Uncle Jimmy died in his early 50’s.
 
Without his brother, Dad teamed up with 
another partner, and they were known as 
the Benadetti Brothers.  They enjoyed 
some circus work for a time including a 
summer season at Skegness, a popular 
seaside holiday resort.  In those days when 
we couldn’t afford to go away on holidays I 
had one of  the most exciting holidays any 
boy could wish.  When Dad was working 
in the circus at Skegness he took me with 
him in the summer holiday and my play 
grounds were the beach and the circus 
across the road.  I was six years old at the 
time  and my holiday lasted about 6 weeks.

Backstage in the circus during the day was 
very busy with the performers practicing 
and rehearsing.  This included tightrope 
walkers, trapeze artists, girl horseback  
riders, lion tamers, jugglers and of  course... 
clowns.  As a treat I was allowed to go 
down to the beach with the elephants and 
watch them bathe in the sea.  At night-time 
there was all the excitement of  the crowds, 
the noise, the music from the band, the 
laughter and lots of  thrills.

Jim Chadwick
Bigbury-on-Sea

The Valdo Brothers
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BIGBURY HEDGEHOG HUNT

What’s not to love about the dear Mrs Tiggy 
Winkle?   The hedgehog is a symbol of  our 
natural heritage but its future is in jeopardy.  
Do we want to make a difference to the 
survival of  our hedgehogs in Bigbury?  Why 
are they in decline and what can we do?

Louise Pitt sent in the photos below from 
the Waves Youth Club evening when they 
were graced with the presence of  a hedge-
hog.  It has now become quite an exciting 
event to spot a hedgehog.  

It is not just here in Bigbury but throughout 
the UK - hedgehogs are in danger.  There 
are thought to be less than a million survi-
vors and the decline in numbers has been 
precipitous - with various surveys reporting 
between 30 to 50% decline over the last 
ten years.   Surprisingly, surveys reveal that 
rural populations of  hedgehogs are more 
threatened than urban populations.  

Hedgehogs are mostly nocturnal, moving 
over areas of  10-50 ha during the summer, 
and 1-2 km in a single night. Increased 
areas of  paving, decking, roads and hous-
ing developments present a huge loss of  
connectivity between green spaces, leaving 
hedgehogs isolated.

Hedgehog Street is a national organiza-
tion promoting the improvement of  urban 
areas for hedgehogs, with: more gardens 
and green spaces linked with ‘Hedgehog 
Highways’ in fences; more wild areas and 
log piles in gardens for insects and other 
wildlife and more hedgehog houses and 
feeding stations in gardens

Chris Grayling MP, Secretary of  State 
for Transport, has been appointed as the 
Species Champion for hedgehogs to help 
promote their conservation in Parliament.  
A ten-year strategy is in place for national 

hedgehog conservation until 2025.

BIG Hedgehog Map

In 2015, Hedgehog Street launched the BIG 
Hedgehog Map, the only real-time map 
that shows hedgehog distribution UK- wide. 
It’s an on-line resource to record hedgehog 
sightings, dead or alive, and maps ‘Hedge-
hog Highways’ through gardens. 

What else can we do?

Get together with your neighbours to cut 
a 13cm x 13cm (5in) hole in your fence or 
dig a channel beneath garden boundaries to 
connect your gardens.

Avoid the use of pesticides. Ditch the 
slug pellets and avoid the use of  pesticides. 
Hedgehogs are natural “pest” controllers 
and need a plentiful and varied supply of  
invertebrate prey to stay healthy.

Make water safe. Hedgehogs are great 
swimmers but can sometimes struggle to 
climb out of  steep-sided ponds and many 
drown.  Provide a ramp from a plank 
wrapped in chicken wire or create shallow 
areas at the edge so they can scramble out.

Provide nesting sites. Log and leaf  piles, 
wilderness areas and purpose-built hedge-
hog homes make great places for hedgehogs 
to nest and hibernate.  Don’t be afraid to let 
your grass grow a little wild and leave some 
leaf  litter – as both are important homes for 
the hedgehog’s prey.

Be aware of  dangers. Check for hidden 
hedgehogs before lighting bonfires, strim-
ming and mowing the lawn. Keep plant 
netting, tennis nets and household rubbish 
above ground level to prevent entanglement.

If  you do have ‘hogs’ in your garden, you 
could set up a feeding station by cutting a 
hole in a plastic storage box and weighing 
down the lid with bricks: this will stop cats 
and foxes taking the food.  If  you are wor-
ried about rats, don’t put out grain-based 
foods on the floor.  Take in any excess food 
when your hedgehogs have been for a visit. 

Credit to Devon Wildlife for most of  the 
above content.

Louise Wainwright

If  you have seen a hedgehog in 2019 
anywhere in Bigbury, please send 
your report in to the local youth group 
leaders:
Louise Pitt (louiseapitt@gmail.com ) 
Juliette Jackson (jjackson@seadrea-
meducation.com)
The youth club is keen to find out how 
our Bigbury hedgehogs are faring.  
There will be a Bigbury Hedgehog Map 
produced for all to see.  

Bigbury News has its first letter from a holiday 
maker staying in Easton.  Linda Clements 
found out about the Bigbury Hedgehog Hunt 
and has shared her story about the way that 
hedgehog conservation has  snowballed over the 
years and kept her very busy!

I belong to a small registered charity called 
Warwickshire Hedgehog Rescue, we are a 
group of  fourteen people brought together 
by our love of  hedgehogs and our concern 
about their dwindling numbers.  I have 
been a carer for twenty five years and in 
that time have built up an extensive knowl-
edge.  We are able to treat a wide range 
of  ailments and have an amazing vet who 
has a real interest in what we do.  She will 
often perform an operation on a hedgehog 
that will save it`s life without charge, al-
though we always give her a donation as a 
thank you. Many vets simply will not treat 
hedgehogs.

Hedgehogs are nocturnal animals, sleeping 
during the day and wandering through 
gardens at night eating a wide range of  
creepy crawlies.  Their favourite foods are 
beetles and caterpillars which they will 
devour with relish.  They like worms, also 
tiny frogs if  they can catch them and lastly 
slugs and snails. 

We are often asked to give talks to vari-
ous organisations.  One of  the things we 
always say to people is, don`t be too tidy 
in your garden, leave some of  last year`s 
autumn leaves under some shrubs to rot 
down and if  you have some pieces of  dead 
wood that has blown down from a tree, put 
it in a corner of  the garden, this is where 
ground beetles will go and the hedgehogs 
will find them.

Sophie and Kyra started a summer holiday 
project four years ago when they were nine 
to make Stratford- On- Avon a hedgehog 
friendly town.  They became so involved 
with the plight of  hedgehogs that, with 
the support of  both their mothers, joined 
us.  Four years later they have all learnt the 
medication side of  things from us and are 
important members of  our team.

Linda Clements 
www.warwickshirehedgehogrescue.org.uk
www.hedgehogfriendlytown.co.uk

POST BAG



A golden cove to 
call your own...
with holiday home ownership at  
Challaborough Bay Holiday Park

A few of our  
favourite things about 
Challaborough Bay 
Holiday Park...

TQ7 4HU
Pop our postcode  
into your Sat Nav

holiday homes from

£18,995*

•   Set in the lush and  
beautiful South Devon,  
these are the most idyllic  
seaside getaways

•   Dogs are welcome  
year-round and we have  
a walking meadow just  
for them

•   A golden, gently shelving 
beach is moments from  
your door

take the first step on your ownership journey...
        Give us a call on 01548 800 475 

  Or visit us online at parkdeanresorts.co.uk/own-cha
*Prices vary between models and Parkdean Resorts parks. Subject to availability. All prices include VAT. Images are for illustration purposes. 14

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Bigbury		
Heating	&	Plumbing	

 

24	hour	callout		

 

01548	810313	
	07737	328495	
	Oil	-	LPG	-	Gas	

 

If  you have a holiday let to 
advertise in Bigbury News - 
please get in touch with our 

Advertising Manager, 
Marina Leadbetter.

Thank you for supporting 
Bigbury News.

For holiday homes, private second 
homes and estates in Bigbury on Sea

Property management services

01548 843 680 
pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

We take care of your home

To sign up for local events posters to 
your email in box - please send your 
email address to:

bigburydrums@gmail.com
Local organisers welcome to send 
posters for insertion (JPEG & portrait)
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McBars Jars 

Dear Fellow Coasters, 

It’s been an interesting time of  late.  That’s 
how I feel about it.  We’ve survived the 
long winter months.  Me in my brown 
baggy jumper and with things tending 
towards the tropical now, there I am, still 
in my brown baggy jumper.  

What did we expect?  A fluke of  a sum-
mer last year and we’re all swooning over 
the fact that that’s it.  Global Warming 
has done for us and we have, at most, ten 
years.  This is my first appearance in the 
Bigbury Fibber.  Or is it?  I’m not sure but 
what I may have contributed in the past: 
remember that your automatic barman 
has been on the island since Paracelsus 
the Alchemist mixed potions with King 
Arthur to good effect and provided the 
best concoctions since sliced damp bread 
before Alexander Fleming got his mitts 
on it and declared another thumbs up for 
the human race, medically speaking in a 
breakthrough sort of  way.  In fact, I shall 
see Mr Fleming next week: he’s penicil-
lined me in.... All in the past now. Or so 
they tell me. I’ve often wondered who 
“they” are.

Anyway, I digress, as wee Ronnie would 
have said.  We’re speaking cocktails this 
month and something hit me recently, as I 
lay face down in a bath of  warm Dubon-
net: a spirit which we have a surplus of  at 
the moment.  

Many years ago, my infamous cocktail list 
was graced with an unusual mix of  gin, 
dubonnet and cherry brandy and although 
it was way past starter’s orders and we 
were nowhere near Aintree, I called it a 
Grand National.  The Queen Mum would 
be positively spinning in her grave with 
delight.

Here we are then: into a shaker filled 
with ice, add 50ml of Plymouth Gin; 
25ml of Dubonnet; 25ml of Marie 
Brizard Cherry Brandy; 20ml of lime 
juice and 20ml of Gomme (sugar) syrup.  
Shake all this and strain into a tall glass.  
Garnish to taste. 

Voila! Don’t have any more than two. I 
did and was led away from Becher’s Brook 
by the police. I was inside for quite a 
while. Thank the Lord the island took pity 
on me. I’m a changed man although I do 
get the occasional phone call from Punchy 
Paterson, talking about some “unfinished 
business”.

You heard it here first.  Until we meet 
again.  Fare thee well my friends. 
Your long suffering barman, 

Gary McBar   xxx



 

• • •

Avon Mill   
 

Garden Centre • Café • B&B 
Art & Crafts • Boutique • Florist 

  Woodland walks • Dogs welcome 
Independent shops • Plenty of parking   

Breakfasts, lunches & ‘ Devon Cream Teas ’   

16

ASH DIE BACK

Ash is one of  our loveliest native trees.  
There are many of  these trees in Bigbury 
and they need our help.

Our Tree Warden, Trish Bagely, has asked 
Bigbury News to alert local land owners 
and farmers about Ash Die Back and the 
need to manage ash trees suffering from 
this disease which is threatening Ash all 
over Europe..  If  you need specific advice 
please contact Trish directly:

trishbagley@icloud.com

Trish explains that, Bob Stevenson ,Devon 
County Council tree officer, advised local 
Tree Wardens that 20%of  Ash in Devon is 
affected and 50-60% inTorbay. 

For more information 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visit-
ing-woods/tree-diseases-and-pests/key-
threats/ash-dieback/

What is ash dieback?

Ash dieback is a fungal disease of  Ash 
trees, which causes leaf  loss, lesions in the 
wood and on the bark and ultimately the 
dieback of  the crown of  the tree.  There are 
currently no resistant varieties of  Ash so 
the management strategy is very import-
ant.

It is NOT advisable to fell ash trees in 
an uncoordinated way.  This may cause 
spores to spread on the wind and there is 
specific guidance on how to dispose of  
wood.  It is best to contact Trish and make 
a plan together. 

It is the younger trees which are most 
susceptible and the spores will be found on 
fallen leaves.  The first steps for Bigbury 
would be to find out where the infected 
trees are and to develop a plan to try and 
slow down the spread.  

Mixed woodlands

Many of  our native trees are suffering from  
‘new’ and devastating pests and diseases.  
One of  the strongest lines of  defense is to 
plant up a mixed woodland or copse with 
several different species of  trees.  If  you 
have some land and have been thinking 
of  planting wind-breaks or wildlife areas 
- please consider planting a mixed wood-
land.  
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It may be possible to obtain a grant of  up to 
60% of  the costs of  trees, stakes and animal 
protection, from the Woodland Trust.
Again, please contact Trish if  you want to 
follow up on this.  It would be great to have 
more woodland in Bigbury. 

Please see below, some of  the symptoms.  
Trish suggests that if  you have an ash trees 
- take a photo of  it every year on the same 
day, from the same place.  This way, you 
will be able to decide if  the canopy is dying 
back.

Louise Wainwright

Above: leaf  loss at the tips of  branches

SYMPTOMS of ASH DIE BACK

Some of  these symptoms could be due to 
different problems .  If  in doubt - ask Trish.

Above: lesions on the stems

Below lesions on leaves

As the weather warms up and we all spend 
more time outside I thought I would note 
down a few reminders about how to keep 
ourselves, our pets and the livestock safe.

Adders are Britain’s only venomous snake. 
Varying in size from around 40 to 70 cm 
long, they can be distinguished from other, 
non-poisonous snakes, like the grass snake 
and slow worm, by the zigzag pattern on 
their back.  

They hibernate during the winter and reap-
pear in spring as their environment warms 
up.  They are commonly found basking in 
the sun on our coast paths, heathland areas 
and in the sand dunes. 

Adders are not aggressive, but will attack if  
caught unawares, or feeling threatened so 
if  you see one give it space, and put your 
dog on a lead.  If  bitten it is appropriate to 
seek medical attention immediately their 
bites are not deadly, but will be very pain-
ful to both dogs and humans.  

It is advised, where possible, that dogs are 
carried to reduce the risk of  venom enter-
ing the lymphatic or circulatory system.  

With medical treatment both dogs and 
humans should make a full recovery.

Please can we ask all dog owners to 
always, always put your dog on a lead 
around livestock.  Family pets, like mine 
and yours, are responsible for killing and 
maiming stock.  We need your support to 
prevent animals suffering and loss to our 
hard-working farmers.  

It is important to remember that, by law, 
farmers are entitled to destroy any dog 
that injures or worries their animals.

However, if  you feel threatened by cows it 
is recommended that you let dogs off  the 
lead.  Move in a careful and calm manner 
with your body facing the animals, don’t 
turn your back to the animal and run. 

Please tell the landowner of  any attacks or 
frightening incidents.  

For more information and to keep up to 
date with your local ranger team, please 
like us on Facebook: National Trust South 
Devon Countryside

Jessica Tatton-Brown 
National Trust Area Ranger
South Devon Rangers 01548 562344 or
Jessica.Tatton-Brown@nationaltrust.org.uk

NATIONAL TRUST NEWS
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Waterside Property
01548 830831

“They carried out a 
number of viewings 
in short succession 
which resulted in a 
swift sale.”

“Thank you for 
going the extra 
mile!”

“A great service all round, honest and realistic 
advice on valuation, regular feedback on 
viewings and progress updates through to 
completion – exactly what you want when 
selling!”

“A belated thank you to you 
for all your help and support 
in finding us our new home.”

“We just wanted to take the 
opportunity to say a big thank you to 
you all for all your hard work in selling 
our house. We really appreciated your 
friendliness, patience and that you 
work so well together as a team.”
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             The Voice of Reason

It was with delight that I saw the reference, 
in last month’s edition of  “Bigbury News” 
to the dog, Neo, now employed by the 
Beach Shop.  The owners are to be con-
gratulated on such a sensible step.  One of  
we dogs’ great qualities lies in our ability to 
offer and render customer care, a challenge 
which rightly exercises service providers and 
is a feature of  Bigbury’s many outlets.

Not enough people recognise how much 
their fellow humans like being sniffed and 
kissed, albeit mainly by each other, I admit. 
But, speaking as a friendly and affectionate 
being, I am reluctant to react too quickly to 
words like “That’s Enough”, when, deep in 
my heart, I know that the recipient of  my 
affection would like me to continue. “Stop” 
does not ( to me), necessarily mean “stop”, 
although a biscuit sometimes diverts my 
attention.

In my alternative life (I also live near a large 
city in a far off  country called “Wales”), I 
have been accustomed to receiving any-
thing up to 20 or 30 guests each week.  My 
mistress makes the arrangements and has 
furnished a suitable reception area for these 
admirers ( of  both genders ) to visit and 
enjoy a little mutual admiration.  Some 
of  them actually bring presents - a treat or 
two rarely goes amiss, and they all have a 
friendly word, for example : “Good Morning 
Rusty”.  I find such a greeting encouraging. 
Of  course it only takes one.....

Typically, however, the cat next door, a 
tabby of  uncertain origin, is cynical about 
my popularity.  Only the other day, in a rare 
conversation, when I got my head stuck in 
its fence and was waiting to be released, 
the creature asked me how my mistress’ 

Can you remember the Chernobyl disaster 
in April 1986?  The population of  Belarus 
and Ukraine can.

The Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline charity 
was formed to help the children of  Belarus 
as they have to grow up with the long term 
health effects of  the Chernobyl disaster.

One month of  eating clean food, drinking 
clean water and breathing clean air greatly 
reduces caesium-137 in the children’s sys-
tems.  The children are all taken to dentists, 
and opticians. They receive dental treatment 
and spectacles as required.  Sometimes for 
the first and only time in their lives. 

The children return home stronger, more 
confident, pain free and able to study.  Each 
year, 10 children are hosted by the charity 
in the South Hams with 10 host families. 
Each have 2 children stay for 2 weeks. 

So you may see us around the area with our 
two boys, Dennis & Nikita (age 9), over the 
next 2 weeks.  If you see us say “hi” ! 

This is our 3rd time hosting.  The children 

have all been a delight.  None of  the chil-
dren had ever seen the sea before or sandy 
beach - So you see the wonder and joy.!

Eamonn & Linda Brynes 

CHERNOBYL CHILDREN’S LIFELINE
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business was going. ( I have no idea what 
she does, but was I going to admit this? 
Certainly not!)

“Of  course” said the said feline “She’s receiv-
ing a lot more customers, is she not?”
I had to agree, but inwardly I was dismayed. 
Up till then I had believed that they were 
all visiting ME, and I’m still not certain. I 
mean, why would twenty people visit my 
mistress?  She’s very kind of  course... but it 
gives a whole new meaning to “Five a Day”.

And my central point remains. We dogs 
perform a free customer-friendly service, 
often without being asked.  Admittedly 
the misguided sometimes ban us, but cats?  
How many times have you ever seen a sign 
in a shop window saying “Cats Welcome” ? 
Our local Human Hospital even welcomes 
dogs to provide patient care. On a Saturday 
or Sunday you are more likely to see a dog 
there than a doctor.

Of  course our current Prime Minister has a 
cat....but as Monty has pointed out, look at 
what has happened to her!  Any decent dog 
would have changed her enemies’ attitudes 
and helped them to see any finer qualities.
Speaking of  Bigbury’s chief  feline, I am ful-
ly in support of  Monty’s idea that a Young 
Writer’s Competition should be inaugurat-
ed.  Perhaps he and I could be judges? Only 
a thought!
And congratulations to Neo the Beach Shop 
Dog. May your career there be “Finger 
Licking Good”

Warm wishes for July
Rusty

PS Do they serve chicken in the Beach 
Shop?  I shall visit the said Neo and find 
out.

A-G Acoustic

Music for all occasions

Public address system hire

All types of music (recorded)
Rock/Classics/Mood/Dance

Three piece Guitar based 
easy listening band

includes Female singer 

Ukulele band (10 piece)

All types of functions quoted
from House parties to Hotels

Contact Martin: 07768 547522
or Peta: 01548 550996

E-mail: mh@martinhowell.co.uk

THANK YOU to Martin, who pro-
vided the music at the 75th D-Day 
Anniversary.

It made such a difference to have his 
support for both the solemn service, 
led by the Modbury British Legion, 
and also for the community spirit 
afterwards.

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 
for 2020

The charity is always looking for fund-
raising, host families (for 2020) and 
volunteering - so if  you would like more 
information either ask Eamonn and 
Linda  or take a look at the website 

www.ccll.org.uk/totnes 
or call Sue Wyeth ( chairman ) 

01548 561783
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HEDGEROW NEWS

FOXGLOVES 

Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) is a weird flow-
er – we love to look at it, the bees adore it, 
yet it is poisonous.  How come it is used to 
make us better?

We find it in the wild in hedgerows and can 
grow it easily in our gardens.  The foxglove 
normally has bright pink/purple flowers 
with spotted lips with so many patterns, and 
these lips are designed to attract bees.

As for its name tradition has it that it was 
known as “folks glove”, folks being a ref-
erence to links with woodland fairies, and 
glove to the shape of  the flower.  To hear a 
clap of  fairy thunder, mischievous children 
would hold one end of  the flower bell and 
then strike the other end with their hand.  
The rather cross fairy would make a snap-
ping sound – the thunder clap – and escape!

Oddly the name foxglove was first recorded 
in 1542 by Fuchs (the fuchsia is named after 
him), and his name is German for “fox”.
In spite of  its toxicity (it has been called 
Dead Man’s Bells) extracts are commonly 
used to treat a wide range of  heart condi-
tions, including atrial fibrillation and heart 
failure.  The first use of  digitalis is recorded 
in Wales in 1250.

Digitalis may have been partly responsible 
for Vincent Van Gogh’s sickness during his 
“yellow period” and in two of  the paintings 
his doctor is holding a stem of  foxglove.

Alice Taylor
Hedgerow Correspondent



SOUTH HAMS’ 
LEADING 

ESTATE AGENT

Sailing ahead.

marchandpetit.co.uk

For customers who expect more 
from their estate agent.

PRIME WATERFRONT 
& COUNTRY HOUSE

01548 855590
TOTNES
01803 847979

LETTINGS
01548 855599

SALCOMBE
01548 844473

NEWTON FERRERS
01752 873311

MODBURY
01548 831163

KINGSBRIDGE
01548 857588

DARTMOUTH
01803 839190
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 01548 550400
 sales@westcountrystoves.co.uk

 

 

  Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
  All Hard Floor Cleaning 
  Domestic & Commercial 

Cleaning 
  Window Cleaning & Gutter 

Vaccuming 
  Ground & High Level Pressure 

Washing 
  Valeting 
  Holiday Home Changeover & 

Caretaking Packages 
Tel: 01548 854313 
Email: info@fine-shine.com 

 

Plumbing & Heating Service 

& Repair Boiler Replacement 

Long experience of installing and servicing 
all makes of boilers - former Worcester engineer
Covering Kingsbridge, Salcombe & surrounding area
Tony 07776 181586 • Simon 07809 555922
email: and.plumbing@hotmail.com

Oftec Number C5324     Gas Safe Number 569656

Plumbing • Heating

We are 
based in 

the South 
Hams

 

Since informing you of  the many feral 
kittens found in the car park and dustbins 
at the front of  Bigbury on Sea I would be 
grateful if  you would kindly publish this 
letter in the next Bigbury News. 

These are just a few of  the feral kittens 
found in the last year by myself  and friend 
Fiona, who has had them neutered and 
found ever loving homes.  

They have turned out so beautiful (see 
photos below) and found ever loving homes, 
rather than neglected and possibly died in 
the car park. 

As far as we know there are only two adults 
that have been neutered and cared for at 
this moment, but if  anyone has any sitings 
of  new kittens please inform us on 01548 
810165. 
Many thanks
Jan.

POST BAG
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Organic and Vegan; Gluten, Wheat & dairy - free
Available from HOLYWELL STORES

Do you have a Bigbury Story to share 
with us? Please send in your memoirs 
- long or short.  If  you have any old 
photographs or documents that you 
would like help in scanning - Bigbury 
News is keen to help out.

                  
                      Tardar Sauce

Is it June so soon, pusscats?  But no, it’s 
glorious July, and the time does fly! Here 
at the Artful Dodger pub, we have been 
rummaging through the attic for our 
buckets and spades and swimming cozzies! 
I have a rather fetching Calvin Katt blue 
striped onesie swimsuit that Bruce gave me 
for Pussmas. 

Bruce – a very fine Persian Blue – and I 
were watching Mewtube. The American 
President, Donald Duck, has come to visit 
The Queen and the Duke of  Ermington. 
What fun! And his wife Madonna and all 
their kittens. But it has all been very expen-
sive. According to Cressida Twit, the Po-

lice Commissioner, it has cost twenty-five 
million tins of  Cleopatra’s cats’ cuisine. 
Outrageous! Apparently, there was a big 
dinner with the Queen and Teezer Maybot, 
but Jeremy Catflap went to sit on a lion’s 
head in Trafalgar Square. Fancy that! Why 
pass up on all that catnip! But do not fear, 
dumplings! That big Abyssinian Tomcat, 
Bozza, is going to take over and everything 
will be purring. Hmmmm! I recommend a 
long cat nap til it’s all over!. 

We were very sorry to hear that the lovely 
Tardar Sauce, nicknamed Grumpy Cat, 
has sadly gone to Catheaven! One of  a lit-
ter of  four kittens born to a calico mother 
and a blue-and-white tabby, dear Tardar 
Sauce’s face appeared grumpy because 
she had a form of  dwarfism. Her mummy 
and daddy are ‘normal sized domestic 

short hair cats’.  Both she and her brother, 
Pokey, were born with ‘a flat face, bubble 
eyes, and a short tail’. (Mind you, I’ve 
seen worse….just go to Modbury on a 
Friday night!)

Now, this is a very important point to 
grasp darlings. Despite having a fizzog 
like Rusty’s bottom, Grumpy Cat became 
an internet sensation! She has her own 
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram pages, 
and has appeared on Fox TV, CBS and 
was interviewed for Forbes magazine! 
That must inspire us all to achieve our 
dreams! 

Except that – and I don’t mean to sound a 
wee bit catty - but it does make one won-
der what Garfield, my agent, has been 
doing all this time when Yours Truly is a 
star in the splendiferous Bigbury News! 
Louise and Henry, my favourite puss-
ies, give me this wonderful chance each 
month to say SOMETHING OF SIG-
NIFICANCE! And the entire community 
is hanging on my every word.  But, as I 
said to Garfield, “The Bigbury News is not 
exactly Hello! Magazine, is it Garfield?”    “I 
could get you into Devon Life,” he purred.   
“Is that the best you can do? Devon Life? 
Devon Life? An oxymoron if  ever I heard one, 
Garfield.” 
I don’t think Garfield understood that. 
He just thought I was calling him a mo-
ron……Ah, well. Keep a stiff  upper lip 
m’dears!  See you next month!

Monty

PS. 
What do cats eat for breakfast?

Mice Krispies!

MONTY THE PUB CAT SPEAKS



SUMMER OPENING 
from 27 March 
WED - SAT 
10.00 am to 6.00 pm

FARM GATE

The Aune Valley Project

Land Management Advisory Officer, Lynne 
Kenderdine, from the Devon Wildlife 
Trust, is working to develop partnerships 
with farmers and landowners in order to 
enrich the native flora and fauna in the 
Avon river catchment area.  The flagship 
for this endeavour is the Avon Valley 
Project which covers 17,000 hectares of  
land from South Brent to Bantham.  The 
aim is to develop pockets of  biodiversity 
with species-rich grasslands and wood-
lands to form a wildlife corridor. 

Around 10% of  the Avon Valley (1200 
hectares) is working in partnership with 
the AVP.  More local land owners need 
to come on board to make a real impact.  
We need to join up the dots.  Lynne is 
planning an event over the winter to bring 
us all into the picture.  In the meantime, 
Lynne is visiting interested landowners, 
assessing their sites and giving them basic 
information about the practicalities of  
rehabilitating land - whether it’s half  an 
acre or 100 acres. 

The Avon Valley boasts three DWT wood-
land reserves – Lady’s Wood, Andrew’s 
Wood and South Efford Marsh.  

Farming is a risky business.  Mono cul-
ture and over reliance on pesticides has 
enabled modern farmers to increase yields 
and control risks more reliably.  Wild-
life habitats have been destroyed in the 
process of  making fields bigger, making it 
difficult for wildlife to migrate in search 
of  food and mates.  Existence is a balanc-
ing act for both farmers and wildlife.  Real 
success lies in a strategy that supports 
farmers so that they can make an honest 
living from their hard work whilst at the 
same time enabling wildlife to thrive.

Consumers continue to pay so little for 
food that farmers with small margins are 
likely to be risk averse.  Under these situ-
ations, it may not be financially viable to 
get off  the treadmill.  But this strategy also 
has a negative impact on biodiversity and 
is not sustainable.  Farmers realise this 
and are seeking alternatives.  Many have 
already adopted more sustainable farming 
methods.  More farmers need to do this to 
make a real difference.

For more information:

www.devonwildlifetrust.org/what-we-
do/our-projects/avon-valley

Louise Wainwright

Field visit by Avon Valley Project advisor, Lynne Kenderdine (right). 
Right to left:  Lucinda Ellis, Aidan Ellis, Henry Wainwright and Trish Bagely (Bigbury 
Tree Warden). 

www.farmwildlife.info
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Experts in waterside living
for over 150 years.

savills.co.uk

More than you’re looking for.

Savills South Hams
01548 800462
sjchick@savills.com
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Local family business. Changeovers Fri & Sat. Laundry. Management. 
Key holding. Spring cleans. For a friendly chat about a tailor made 
package to suit your needs - give Lesley Harwood a call.

FARM GATE

DEVON RURAL SKILLS 
TRUST

www.drst.org.uk

LOCAL PRACTICAL COURSE
Dry Stone Walling

Saturday 27th July 2019
Mount Folly Farm, 

Bigbury on Sea, TQ7 4AR

Instructor: Jeremy Weiss
Dry stone walls are made entirely of  
stone with no mortar or soil. As a result 
of  Devon’s incredibly varied geology, 
there are many different types of  wall 
found across the county. You’ll be 
introduced to the basic principles of  
dry stone walling. You’ll be working to 
repair a wall using basic hand tools such 
as lump hammers and bars. Shovels and 
mattocks are useful where footings  need 
to be replaced.
Cost:  £25 for members
  £35 for non-members.
Membership: £15 per year, and covers 
all family members living at the same 
address.  Membership runs from begin-
ning of  April for one year.  If  you sign 
up after the 1st of  January you will get 
3 months for free.  You can sign up for 
membership and pay for your course at 
the same time.

Bookings Administrator on 07962 
432317.

Above:  Challons Combe new milk bottle 
washer.  See update in Reduce, Re-Use and 
Re-cycle on last page



  

KINGSBRIDGE JAZZ CLUB
LIVE MUSIC

(Normally) first Tuesday every month

Fisherman’s Rest
AVETON GIFFORD

doors open 6.30, start 7.30 pm

NON-MEMBERS WELCOME 

 

 Tues 2nd July
STORYVILLE JASSBAND

Tues 6th August
JEREMY HUGGETT’S JAZZ 

FRIENDS
Box office 

01548 561005
Visitors - tickets at the door

kingsbridgejazzclub
25

Our new sub-Editor for Culture Club 
is Dilys Doughty, is waiting to hear 
from you, if  you are a local Creative 
and would like us to promote your 
works. 

‘Creatives’ include artists, authors, 
poets, sculptors, dancers, photographers, 
ceramicists...and anything else we have 
forgotten.

Contacts: 
dilys.doughty@btinternet.com
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WELLBEING SPOTLIGHT  

Modbury Health Centre 
Poundwell Meadow 
Modbury PL21 0QL
 01548 830666

www.modburyhealthcentre.co.uk

BIGBURY WATCH

To receive crime alerts emailed 
directly to your in-box - subscribe 
to Devon & Cornwall ALERT.

  

https://alerts.dc.police.uk

You can decide what topics you 
need to know about (marine crime, 

householder issues, fraud etc.)

Why don’t you consider whether you 
could spare a few hours per week 
in 2019 for the Modbury Caring 
Befriending Service?  Or - perhaps 
you feel that you, yourself  would 
benefit from a few hours a week 
from a Befriender?  The giving and 
receiving of  the gift of  friendship is 
the fabric of  a strong Community.                          

Find out more from the Befriending 
Coordinator, Sheila Harrison.  Sheila’s 
contacts: 07554 997140 or modburycar-
ing@gmail.com.   You can also drop in 
to see her on Wednesdays from 11.00 – 12 
noon at the Modbury Parish Office by the 
Co-op in Galpin Street, Modbury.  

http://modburycaring.org.uk

How are you feeling?

Is the way that you are feeling affecting 
your daily life?  Are you struggling to cope, 
feeling low, worrying more than usual and 
finding it hard to get a good night’s sleep?

Many of  us feel like this from time to 
time, but when these feelings and thoughts 
become overwhelming, when you feel you 
have to hide how you are feeling and do 
not understand what is happening to you, 
it may be time to get help. 

Don’t worry, you’re not alone. We can help 
you get your life back.

We can help

We can offer you an initial appointment 
where we can listen to you and discuss 
your difficulties and your options for 
therapy.

We can offer one-to-one appointments, 
either face-to-face or over the telephone, as 
well as the possibility of  attending a group 
workshop if  they are more suitable for you.

We work with you using Cognitive Be-
havioural Therapy (CBT). This approach 

Living with a long term 
health condition? 

A long term physical health condition can 
affect all aspects of  your life.  You can 
struggle to manages the changes that a 
health condition requires of  you or find it 
more difficult to cope with your usual daily 
duties.

At TALKWORKS our Talking Health 
Team can work with you to help you man-
age the emotional difficulties that often 
go hand in hand with experiencing a long 
term health condition

looks at how out thoughts, feelings and 
behaviour interact.  It is a proven talking 
treatment for helping you make changes 
to help you feel better.  We can also offer 
you the option of  doing our on-line CBT 
programme, Silvercloud, if  that’s what 
you prefer.

We will work closely with you to review 
your progress and agree next steps. 

Ready to take Next Steps?

If  you feel ready to make changes, we can 
help you to manage things differently, get 
more out of  life and feel more confident in 
the future. 

Call 
0300 5553344

or
Self-refer on-line  

TALKWORKS.dpt.nhs.uk
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BIGBURY WATCH  

followed home from Job Centres, where 
the scammer will then approach the target 
asking if  they want to take out a govern-
ment loan, requiring an “advance fee”.

Fake Service / invoice - This also covers a 
wide range of  situations, but asks for pay-
ment for either a service the scam victim 
has never heard of  or for a service which 
ended up being non-existent.

Doorstep/street selling -These all begin 
with the person getting an unrequested 
knock on their door. They are often for 
expensive home improvements which the 
victim did not want or was pressured into.

Investment - Often conducted either online 
or over the phone, these can result in peo-
ple losing thousands of  pounds for non-ex-
istent stocks, shares and other investments 
such as rare wine or art. Average losses are 
very high. 

Antivirus/computer - People are cold 
called and told they have a problem with 
their computer which, for a fee, can be 
fixed. Alternatively the victim might 
initiate the contact in response to an online 
advert or prompt claiming that their device 
has been infected with a virus. Other com-
puter scam methods involve offering bogus 
virus protection or warranties.

Contactless card scams - Contactless cards 
are ‘skimmed’ (where details are read or 
copied) by a card reader or phone nearby. 
While this is a relatively new crime and 
reporting figures are low, there has been 
media speculation about the rise of  this 
type of  scam.

Online shopping and auction sites - Items 
are advertised for sale, often at a bargain 
price with pictures to make it appear more 
genuine. The buyer may be pressured into 
paying via bank transfer instead of  a third 
party payment service. Once the payment 
is made the item is either not received or is 
counterfeit.

Copycat Government official service 
scams – Callers or websites claim to be 
official government departments and sell 
services for a ‘fee’. For example, they 
might claim to help process passports or 
driver’s licenses.

Pension scams – Pension freedoms intro-
duced in April 2015 give consumers added 
flexibility but it’s essential they make 
informed decisions using trusted sources. 
The Citizens Advice report ‘Too good to 
be true’ calculates that 8.4 million people 
have been offered unsolicited pension 
advice or reviews since April 2015. In a 
survey, 88% of  consumers selected a pen-
sion offer containing scam warning signs, 
including out of  the blue offers promising 
high returns, pressure to sign paperwork, 

The following information was provided to Big-
bury watch by the South Hams Citizen Advice 
Bureaux.  72% of  the population have been 
targeted by scammers in the last 2 years

That’s the estimate coming from Citizens 
Advice, they’re telling everyone to become 
scam aware and to “stop, report and talk” 
in their 2019 campaign.

The charity reports that scams and fraud 
seem to have become part of  our daily 
lives. The data underlines this, a recent 
Citizens Advice report found that almost 
three quarters of  people surveyed had been 
targeted by a scam in the previous two 
years, with 37% targeted 5 or more times.  

Citizens Advice wants everyone to become 
scam aware.  Figures collected by their 
offices in England and Wales suggest that 
7 out of  10 people targeted by a scam don’t 
tell anyone about it, possibly because they 
are ashamed. Anyone can be the victim of  
a scam, the age group reporting the most 
incidences are between 40 – 60, whilst 
those most detrimentally affected are over 
70.   
 

To stop the scammers awareness needs 
to be raised and victims encouraged to 
take action. So the message is stop and 
recognise a scam, report it and talk about 
it with family, friends and neighbours so 
they can avoid further scams and protect 
themselves”.

Anyone who thinks they have been 
scammed can get help and report it to -
The Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 
03454 04 05 06 or online at www.citizens-
advice.org.uk/sa19  . Citizens Advice can 
also report problems to Trading Standards 
who are responsible for protecting consum-
ers and the community against rogue and 
unfair traders.

Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or online 
at www.actionfraud.police.uk. Action 
Fraud is the UK’s national reporting centre 
for fraud and internet crime. (If  debit 
cards, online banking or cheques are in-
volved in the scam the consumer’s first step 
should be to contact their bank or credit 
card company. If  the scam is a pension 
transfer, they need to contact the provid-
er immediately, along with the Pensions 
Advisory Service).

Common Scams

Upfront payment/fee scams - This covers 
a wide range of  situations and scam 
delivery channels, but they usually ask for 
an upfront payment to unlock either a cash 
prize, a PPI claim amount or for initiating 
a service.  There have been recent reports 
in the North West of  England of  an 
advance payment doorstep scam targeting 
people on Universal Credit. People are 

and offers to access pensions before the age 
of  55. 

Subscription traps or free trial scams 
– Some unscrupulous companies use 
subscription traps, and in particular con-
tinuous payment authority (CPA), to help 
themselves to consumers’ accounts. Com-
mon ones include those offering health and 
beauty-related products such as slimming 
pills or skin creams. The government has 
reaffirmed their commitment to tackle sub-
scription traps and empower consumers, 
but in the meantime, consumers still need 
to take care.

Job scams – Scams include taking mon-
ey to write CVs or carrying out security 
checks. Some offer expensive training pro-
grammes that don’t exist, some even offer 
jobs that don’t exist! 

Ticket scams – Consumers buy tickets 
for an event that is already sold out or 
the tickets haven’t yet gone on sale. The 
tickets then either do not arrive or are 
fake. Consumers should use credit cards 
or secure payments and ensure purveyors 
are members of  STAR – Society of  Ticket 
Agents and Retailers.

Telephone Preference Service (TPS) or 
call blocking scams – Scammers demand 
payment for the free TPS or sell call 
blockers which either do not work properly 
or are part of  an expensive subscription 
service.

Vishing – This is where the consumer 
received a cold call aimed at extracting per-
sonal information and details from them.  
Scammers impersonate someone from a 
trusted organisation, such as a bank, to 
manipulate people into transferring money 
or pass on financial/ personal details.

Smishing – Text messages used to lure 
people into scam websites or inviting them 
to call premium rate numbers or download 
malicious content.

Phishing – Emails and harmful links de-
signed to deceive people into revealing per-
sonal/financial details. By spoofing emails, 
email addresses, websites and payment 
services, scammers can trick people into 
believing they are dealing with genuine 
banks, traders and/or authorities.

Contact our Bigbury Watch Team - 
Eamonn and Linda Brynes. 
Home number  01548 811104 
mobile 07790485102 
eamonnandlinda@hotmail.co.uk
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LOCAL RESIDENTS 
SMALL ADS

Gem Coltman advises us that Park Dean 
have a lodge for sale. It is called a Will-
erby Clearwater ( 3 bedrooms)  It comes 
with all the furniture and fittings in it 
and is perfect if  someone is looking for a 
holiday home in the Bigbury area as the 
Lodge is on the market for £139,995.  If  
anyone wants to take a look around our 
new lodge they just need to pop to the 
sales office and we will take them down 
to have a look.

If  you would like to offer something 
for sale - please send a maximum of  20 
words description, contact tel number 
and name to The Editor. 

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com 

This service if  free of charge only to 
those who have made an 

ANNUAL DONATION 

to Bigbury News.  Please contact Henry 
Wainwright for information about how 
to do this.

henry.wainwright52@gmail.com
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DOWNLOAD your free 
LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

from the BIGBURY DRUMS website. 



BEACH BANTER

Beach Banter is Sponsored by Burgh Island, Venus Cafe and Discovery Surf.  Thank you.30

BANTHAM SWOOSH
Saturday 6th July

Swimmers in the water from 9.20 am at 
Aveton Gifford and the last swimmer 
will be exiting the water at 12.05 pm.

This annual event is organised by the 
Outdoor Swimming Society.  Swim-
mers must book a ticket on line and 
they are all sold out.  It should be an 
exciting spectacle from the shore.  

Tickets for participating swimmers cost 
from £80 per person to cover the costs 
of  the organisation, particularly health 
& safety cover (all sold out!) A limited 
number of  fund-raiser tickets (sold out) 
were available for people raising money 
for either Aveton Gifford Community 
Pool or Aveton Gifford Pre-school. 
Each swimmer had to commit to raise 
at least £450 each.  Other swimmers 
raised a minimum of  £200 each for the 
Water charity - again all tickets for this 
were sold out.  Good luck everyone! 

ROUND
 BURGH ISLAND SWIM

Sunday 22nd September

If  you missed the applications for the 
Bantham Swoosh, the 2019 Chestnut Ap-
peal Burgh Island Swim will take place 
on Sunday 22nd September.

With a swim time of  around 10.30am the 
swim will take place on a High Tide and 
is 1 mile in distance.

www.chestnutappeal.org.uk/
the-2019-burgh-island-swim

Gem Coltman, Sales Manager at 
Challaborough Bay is training for the 
Round Burgh Island Swim.

If  you would like to sponsor her, 
please click on her Just Giving page:

https://www.justgiving.com/fund-
raising/gem-coltmanswim

PUB 2PUB SWIMATHON
Saturday 3rd August

A fund-raiser 2.5km swim from the Pilchard Inn, Burgh Island with the (very fast) 
stream to The Quay, Bantham - takes place on 3rd August. Followed by a short 
sharp run up the hill to The Sloop Inn where there will be beer and a free pasty 
!  All profits will be split between Bantham Surf Lifesaving Club and Bantham 
Sailing Club’s Learn to Sail Scheme

Registration for the swim costs £32.57 and it is done on line.  See www.pub2pub.
co.uk for more information about Registration. Final race instructions including 
confirmation of  start time (expected to be 6.00 pm) will be sent by email to regis-
tered swimmers. 

There are individual prizes, and also a prize for the best village (most points 
earned). Villages are - Bantham, West Buckland, Thurlestone and Rest of the 
World. Entry limited to over 18s only.

Organisers will be on the beach in front of  the Pilchard Inn from 5.00pm.  The 
race will start at 6.00pm (approximately) from the front of  the Pilchard Inn.  The 
exact timing will be determined by the organisers depending on the state of  the tide 
.  If  conditions are considered too rough, the swim will start further up the estuary 
closer towards Bantham and we may need to start the race earlier.
 
Wetsuits are STRONGLY recommended, unless you are a very experienced open 
water swimmer and are able to have warm clothing on the Bigbury side - please 
remember you have signed a disclaimer and swim at your own risk.

SPONSORS of SWIMS

Watch out in Bigbury Drums for details 
of  a:

 Beach Clean at Bigbury on 6th Aug.

It is being undertaken by members of  
the Ships Company of  HMS VAN-
GUARD based in Devonport in con-
junction with Surfers Against Sewage. 

To SIGN UP for Bigbury Drums to 
receive alerts on local events, send 
your email contacts to:  

bigburydrums@gmail.com

Photo Credit: 
Discovery Surf
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BURGH ISLAND 
RECRUITING STAFF

FRYER TUCKS
RECRUITING STAFF

world.  From Bermuda, the Bahamas, 
France, Ireland, Orkney to the Channel 
Islands - beach combing communities are 
reporting finding these shoes everywhere.   
Is Bigbury next? 

The source of  all these shoes is believed to 
be a single ship.  They may have been from 
some of  the 70 to 76 containers that fell 
overboard from the Maersk Shanghai in 
early spring last year off  the coast of  North 
Carolina. 

DISCOVERY SURF

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE

Just in case there is any confusion, 
the Burgh Island team have sent us 
this message.

If  the tide is in and you cannot 
walk to the Pilchard Inn, or you 
want to stay longer at the Pilchard 
Inn, and you have been cut off  by 
the tide - there is no need to worry!  

Pilchard Inn and Burgh Island 
Hotel diners and imbibers can call 
the hotel Reception desk from the 
shore and request a lift to the island 
from the Sea Tractor. 

01548 810514

If  you have a booking at the hotel 
for dinner then transport is free.

For Pilchard Pirates, eaters get both 
ways free (£4) and drinkers only get 
one way (£2) free of  charge.

We have to devise a system to 
identify eaters and drinkers, but the 
drivers will be briefed to so they 
can explain. No need to book  your 
meal at the Pilchard in advance 
(unless it’s Curry Night).
 
You will have to book in advance 
for Murmuring Mermaid offers. 
Details coming soon!

‘

Rose Owen, well known for her surfing 
skills (on the internet), found the following 
information which might be of  interest 
to beach combers and beach cleaners in 
Bigbury, since a Cornish beachcomber has 
recently also found this suspicious flotilla 
washing up on Cornish beaches! 

Apparently, thousands of  new designer 
footwear from brands such as Nike, have 
been washing up on beaches all over the 

POST BAG

Starting on the 8th of July we are running 
our ever popular Summer Courses - these 
are a discounted 5 day course Mon-Fri 
aimed at 8-16yr olds, and are brilliant for 
developing your surfing, having fun and 
making new friends.  Places are limited 
and the cost for the 5x 1.5hr lessons is 
£99.  Please get in touch for more infor-
mation and to book your place.

Something we haven’t done for a few 
years, but are excited to offer is Surf/
SUP/Yoga.  On Saturday 27th of July we 
are running a Yoga session followed by a 
surf  lesson at Bigbury on-Sea: 9am-10am 
Yoga and 10-11.30am Surf  and on Sunday 
the 28th of  July we have a 9am-10am 
Yoga session followed by 10-11.30am 
SUP lesson at Challaborough Bay.  The 
cost is £35 per day, for more information 
and to book your place please contact us.

We’re open everyday for lessons and hire 
at Bigbury and the shop at Challaborough 
is open weekends and then everyday from 
early July.  

See you at the beach soon.

All the best - Annika, Martin and the 
Discovery Team

Beach Banter would like to hear 
from any participants or receive 
photos from spectators for the 
September issue of  Bigbury News.  
Please write in.  

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
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Full Eye Health Examinations 
Contact Lens Specialists 

Retinal Photography & Macula  
Pigment Density Scan 

Glaucoma Examinations 
OCT Eye Scanning Examination 

FREE Hearing Assessments 

Nigel Frost Optometrist 
3, Chene Court 
Modbury 
01548 830944 

1, The Promenade, Kingsbridge.                     Tel: 01548 856854 

Luxury Designer Brands 

 K I N G S B R I D G E  

E Y E  C A R E  G R O U P  

Salcombe Eye Care 
84, Fore Street 

Salcombe 
01548 843207 

www.kingsbridgeeyecare.co.uk  32

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ADOPTED

Community-led housing scheme 
at St Ann’s Chapel

The Parish Council and Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Group are pleased to be able 
to report that the planning application 
for the community-led housing scheme 
proposed on land at Holwell Farm, St 
Ann’s Chapel was approved, subject to the 
completion of  a Section 106 Agreement, 
by the South Hams District Council Devel-
opment Management Committee on 22nd 
May 2019 (Application Ref: 4214/18/
FUL).  This was given unanimous support 
by Members of  the Committee who con-
sidered that the proposed development was 
an excellent example of  a development 
designed specifically to meet the local 
housing needs of  a rural parish and com-
prised a scheme of  a very high standard of  
design and sustainability.  

Cllr Beth Huntley, our new Chairwoman 
of  the Parish Council, gave an excellent 
speech in support of  the application em-
phasising that there had been much com-
munity support for  providing a scheme of  
primarily affordable housing  to meet the 
specific local housing needs of  the parish,  
She said that this site had been carefully se-
lected due to its being able to provide safe 
pedestrian access to the Holywell Stores, 
the Memorial Hall, children’s playground 
and school bus stops.  The road access, 
being to the north of  the village, also mini-
mised the traffic through the village itself.
Rob Ellis who is managing the develop-
ment process on behalf  of  SHDC also gave 
a very impressive and informative pres-
entation.  Some of  the particularly interest-
ing points that he made were as follows:
‘Housing affordability is a significant 
challenge in the South Hams with average 
house prices ranging from 10-15 times 
average incomes, particularly acute in our 

attractive coastal villages such as Bigbury 
Parish.  The inability of  many people to af-
ford to buy or rent at open market rates is 
having an adverse impact on the vitality of  
our communities (schools/community fa-
cilities).  South Hams has set up a model to 
assist communities wishing to address this 
challenge, where there is a known housing 
need from within the village.  Hence is 
Housing delivered ‘by the community for 
the community’.

We were approached by Bigbury Parish 
Council and Neighbourhood Plan Group 
to work with them to bring forward a 
suitable scheme within the Parish. The 
objectives are:
•  Deliver genuinely affordable housing to 
buy at discount or rent
•  Deliver high quality design of  the houses 
both their vernacular and environmental 
credentials (Passive House Standard) – 
such that not just addressing the cost of  
buying or renting but also the running 
costs.

Housing mix: 8 affordable units compris-
ing a mixture of  housing to purchase at a 
discount (3 units) and affordable rented (5 
units).
•  Substantially reduced selling prices of  
the discount sale units to ensure these 
are truly affordable.  This is achieved 
through significantly discounted land value 
(equivalent to £10K/plot) and the sale of  3 
open market housing to cross subsidise the 
affordable units
•  The discount of  the discounted sale units 
referred to in the planning report includes 
a contingency and we will work hard to 
maximise the discount
•  Target sales of  the open market to people 
from within the parish to enable downsiz-
ing
•  Rented units will be let at below the 

local housing allowance rate ie circa 60% 
market rates.  This means that the rents 
will be within levels which are eligible for 
housing benefit.

Eligibility
Preservation of  affordability in perpetuity 
and allocation policy
•  Prospective buyers of  discounted sale 
units and renters identified through regis-
tration through Devon Home Choice and 
Help to Buy South West. 
•  Restricted to people who live or work 
in the community or close local family 
connection.  Open to Bands A – E.  Local 
is the key.
•  The affordability protection and local 
resident protections will be enshrined in 
a legal agreement to ensure this is main-
tained in perpetuity.
•  Allocation of  housing will be through 
the formation of  an allocation committee 
(comprising representation of  the Parish 
Council and South Hams District Coun-
cil).  It is hoped that the development will 
be commenced in August 2019 and com-
pleted by the middle of  next year.

Anyone wishing to apply for discount pur-
chase should contact Help to Buy South 
West www.helptobuysw.org.uk and anyone 
wishing to apply for affordable rent should 
register their interest with Devon Home 
Choice 

www.devonhomehoice.com/how-it-works.
Please register your interest as soon as 
possible.  If  anyone has any questions 
regarding the proposals or needs a copy of  
the plans please contact Valerie Scott.

Cllr Valerie Scott, Chairman of  Bigbury 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group
Tel: 01548 810336
Email: valeriescott@bigbury.net
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PRESENT:  Cllrs: E Huntley, V Scott, S 
Smith, C Case, S Edwards-Pratt and Clerk 
R Matthews. D. Cllr. Taylor was also in at-
tendance along with twenty five residents.

1.0  Declaration of Interest
No declarations of  Interest were received 
from the Parish Councillors.

2.0  Apologies for absence:  
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Rose-
vear and Watts

3.0  Minutes of previous meetings held 
on May 8th 2019 
Cllr. Huntley proposed the minutes be 
accepted as an accurate record of  the 
meeting. Cllr. Scott seconded the proposal 
and all Councillors present at that meeting 
voted unanimously to accept the minutes, 
which were duly signed by the Chair.

4.0  Matters arising from previous meet-
ing held on May 8th 2019 

Clerk to publish updated list of  Parish 
Councillors.  Action Clerk

Clerk reported phone box at the Bigbury-
on-Sea had been repainted but enquiries 
had failed to establish who actually com-
pleted the work.

Refreshing of  the white parking bay lines 
at Sedgewell Slipway was needed and 
DCC Highways confirmed they were 
not in a position to undertake the work. 
Alternative options needed to be consid-
ered, including adding to County Council 
wish list or the Parish Council agreeing to 
finance the repainting. Action Clerk

Millennium Steps – one quote had been 
received and a second was needed.   
Action ALL 

Clerk stated new notices boards had been 
delivered and were awaiting installation.  
Action Clerk

Condition of Warren.
Action D. Cllr. Taylor

Phone box and bench at St Ann’s Chapel 
would be deferred until the renovation 
work at Holywell Stores had been complet-
ed.   Action Clerk

Request from Bigbury History Society 
(May meeting) – awaiting update from 
Cllr. Rosevear who was absent at this 
meeting.  Action Cllr. Rosevear

5.0  County Councillor’s report
C. Cllr. Gilbert gave a brief  overview of  
his remit, differentiating the County Coun-
cil responsibilities from the District Coun-
cil. He gave an example of  funding stating 
that 50% of  Band D Council Tax would be 
allocated and spent at County level, with 
half  of  that sum being allocated to ‘care’ 

related services. He was also advised he 
was responsible for Devon Highways.

He advised of  a major road closure be-
tween Modbury and Edminston. Further 
details would follow but that the diversion-
ary route was significantly longer.

£250,000 had been the initial allocation of  
funding for climate change commitment

The M5 roundabout (J29) at Exeter would 
be subject to major re-modelling.

DCC remained committed to addressing 
the topic of  loneliness amongst the Devon 
communities.

School funding remains under pressure.

The broadband rollout has difficulties 
and is currently subject to a legal process 
review

Brexit continues to provide challenges a t a 
DCC level.

6.0  Planning related matters

Engagement with Bigbury News.
It was agreed by all Councillors that plan-
ning applications should be publicised as 
widely as possible and to this end the Clerk 
was asked to provide Bigbury News with 
details of  all new applications. This was 
a means of  increasing visibility across the 
Parish.

1411/19/CLE Owls View, 5 Bigbury 
Court, TQ7 4AP, application for an exist-
ing use – erection of  porch. This had been 
in place for some considerable period of  
time and the Parish Councillors had no 
objection (unanimous).

1310/19/HHO Stargazy, Folly Hill, TQ7 
4AR, application for cladding of  external 
walls. Cllr. Scott advised that although 
the cladding should be natural timber, the 

proposal was in line with other properties 
in Bigbury-on-Sea. Cllr Huntley proposed 
the application be supported which was 
seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unani-
mously by all Councillors.

1430/19/FUL Higher Easton Farm, 
TQ7 4HQ, erection of  16 metal self-stor-
age units as part of  farm diversification 
scheme. 
Resident A considered the Highways Au-
thority report provided with the applica-
tion did not reflect this rural situation or 
the increase in traffic that would arise from 
the other developments that were already 
approved for the Parish. 
Resident B stated this scheme had no direct 
relationship to farm diversification and 
whilst it may / may not be visible from the 
Highway it would be visible from other 
properties.  There would be an increase in 
both noise and smells and cited a recent 
unsatisfactory incident at this location 
where a fire was left to burn out of  control. 
This area is known for its traffic issues, in 
particular speeding cars and this proposal 
will only increase the danger to others with 
already approved developments in the area 
likely to make the situation worse.  Haz-
ardous materials stored there would be a 
threat to both people and livestock.
Resident C added that there have been 
traffic incidents in the past, where chil-
dren have needed to jump into hedges to 
avoid speeding cars and added that on one 
occasion a driver had threatened physical 
violence – specifically threating to cut 
resident C’s throat.
Resident D stated the main concern was 
traffic specifically passing through St Ann’s 
Chapel. There were too many expansion 
projects that were not appropriate for a 
rural area.
Resident E was not happy about this as it 
will be extremely ugly to look at. Our area 
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of  outstanding natural beauty seems to be 
being swallowed up with building houses 
etc. and creating more traffic on our tiny 
roads.  I’m all for people improving their 
lives and income but 16 containers is a 
huge impact.  I feel very disappointed as 
I’m sure it will go ahead regardless of  what 
the villagers think as does everything.
Resident F stated that if  this development 
goes ahead a restriction should be placed 
on the hours of  operation adding that there 
was a need for such a scheme as a new 
development of  thirteen houses had been 
approved – these houses had no garages 
and individuals would need additional 
storage space.  
Resident G (applicant) stated there was no 
intention to store hazardous or danger-
ous goods in these containers as doing 
so would be detrimental to themselves, 
their children and their livestock. The 
general intention and purpose was to 
store household items (such as furniture) 
together with beach and sea related items 
(surfboards etc.) that could not be easily 
stored in residential or business properties. 
They believed there was sufficient demand 
to justify and support such a service. In 
respect of  traffic incidents, Resident G stat-
ed that their children had not experienced 
incidents as reported earlier. Resident G 
did provide Cllr. Scott with a traffic and 
highways report BUT this was not re-
viewed during the meeting or considered in 
the subsequent discussion. 
Resident A asked to speak again but after 
discussion between the Clerk and Chair, 
this was not allowed. 
Cllr. Scott stated that the Parish Council-
lors had undertaken a site visit confirming 
this diversification scheme was supported 
by European funding. Cllr. Scott stated it 
would be impossible to condition the type 
of  use to which the site would be put, as 
it would be too difficult to enforce. Cllr. 
Scott had sympathy for the concept of  
diversification but considered that sixteen 
units were too many.  This would result 
in increased traffic but the level could not 
be predicted.  Therefore she was unable 
to support the application as it stood. i.e. 
sixteen containers.
Resident H (applicant) confirmed that 
although sixteen units were proposed, a 
lower number would still be covered eligi-
ble for a European grant.
Cllr. Case stated that six units were in 
place on her farm and there were regular 
requests for additional space and units 
to be made available.  In respect of  the 
proposal in question, they are well hidden 
from the road and once installed, there are 
in fact three available access routes.
Having heard all representations, the 
Councillors decided they could not support 
the full application of  sixteen units but 
Cllr. Scott proposed support for ten units 

with operating hours restricted between 
09:00 and 17:00, which was seconded by 
Cllr. Case and agreed by unanimously 
agreed by all Councillors.
The applicants stated they accepted this 
amendment
 

1485/19/FUL, 1486/19/FUL, 1487/19/
FUL, 1488/19/FUL, 1489/19/FUL, 
Tuffland Farm, TQ7 4HD, erection of  
farming related buildings. All Council-
lors had reviewed these proposals and 
Cllr. Scott added they were all very well 
contained on the site. Cllr. Case proposed 
the applications be supported, which was 
seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unani-
mously by all Councillors.

1533/19/ARC, (Courtlage, Aveton Gif-
ford TQ7 4NN) Application for approval 
of  details reserved by condition 5 & 6 of  
planning consent 2859/18/FUL – All 
Councillors had reviewed this proposal. 
Cllr. Scott proposed this be supported, 
which was seconded by Cllr. Smith and 
unanimously agreed to be all Councillors.

1596/19/HHO Auncliffe, Folly Hill, TQ7 
4AR, proposed extension and alterations 
to existing dwelling, including replacement 
detached garage and outdoor pool
Cllr. Case declared an interest in this 
application and did not take part in 
discussions or decision making process. 
Cllr. Scott stated this was a bungalow and 
as the proposed pool is in close proximity 
to the coastal edge advised it would be 
necessary for a full structural survey to be 
undertaken. Cllr. Scott also advised there 
was insufficient information supplied in 
respect of  the sewage system and further 
detail was required in respect of  the stone 
wall. Cllr. Scott proposed the Parish 
Council object to the application, which 
was seconded by Cllr. Huntley and unani-
mously agreed to by all Councillors.

1678/19/FUL Chapelcombe camping 
site, TQ7 4HQ, change of  use of  farmland 
for the enlargement of  a touring cara-
van site – 20 pitches in total. Cllr. Scott 
advised the Parish Council had visited this 
site, which currently had pitches for five 
caravans.
Resident D raised concerns about increase 
in traffic volume at the St Ann’s Chapel 
junction which was described as a difficult 
turning for caravans to maneuver.
Resident I asked if  there was a supporting 
proposal to increase the on-site facilities 
and Resident J (applicant) responded that 
the nine sets of  facilities already in place 
was sufficient to support twenty caravans, 
all of  which were expected to be long 
stays. Resident J (applicant) added the 
increased number of  pitches would also 
have a positive knock on financial effect on 
for other local businesses, such as the local 

shop and pub. Resident G commented that 
current caravan traffic in and out of  this 
site was rarely seen.
Resident K observed that the volume of  
traffic passing through the community 
was a much bigger subject and it would be 
appropriate to make this a separate dis-
cussion with Devon County Council and 
Devon Highways.
Cllr Scott stated that she had no objection 
to the increased number of  pitches in the 
main field, bringing the total number to 13, 
but was concerned about the expanding 
into a second area, in as much as these 
caravans would be in direct line of  sight 
from neighbouring propertie.  She was 
also concerned about the further increase 
in number, total of  20, on traffic grounds, 
particularly relating to problems at the 
junction in St Ann’s Chapel.
Cllr Smith proposed to support the ap-
plication on the firm understanding and 
condition that the twenty spaces were only 
for the summer months when tourism is 
at its height in the region.  This is defined 
as June, July, August and September. This 
proposal was agreed by the other Coun-
cillors, apart from Cllr Scott, who voted 
against this proposal.
Following this decision, Cllr Scott suggest-
ed a revised layout to Resident J (appli-
cant) that would overcome the concern 
she had raised regarding the impact on 
local residents.  This revision would be to 
remove the seven caravan pitches currently 
shown in the field to the side of  Chapel-
combe Farm and to provide additional 
caravan pitches in the field, currently used 
as a caravan park to the rear of  the farm. 
The seven additional pitches could be 
placed along the North West boundary of  
the field opposite the eight pitches shown 
along the south east boundary.  
Resident J (applicant) agreed this was a 
feasible solution and would be prepared 
to ensure, that through landscaping, this 
area would be adequately screened, which 
was also considered by the Parish Coun-
cil to be necessary if  use of  this site is to 
be intensified. Cllr. Case seconded this 
proposal which was unanimously agreed 
by all Councillors.

1799/19/TCA 1 Bigbury Court, TQ7 
4AP - Fell trees that have become too large 
for location. Tree Warden advised the 
Parish Council this was not an issue and 
SHDC were to be informed accordingly.

Neighbourhood Plan update – Cllr. Scott 
provided an update which can be found in 
appendix a supplied with these minutes.

Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan – 
Cllr. Scott stated this had been shared with 
Bigbury as we were an adjoining Parish, 
commenting that there were no areas that 
Bigbury should be concerned about.
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7.0 Open session 
Chair advised the audience that as well 
as tea and coffee being made available at 
meetings, wine would also be served on a 
non-profit or pay basis.  Donations would 
be welcomed.  Clerk to organise a rota for 
the making of  tea and coffee.  
Action Clerk

Chair stated that it would be of  benefit to 
the community to use the particular skills 
and qualities of  the Councillors; more spe-
cifically in the following areas – Cllr. Case 
for younger children and farming, Cllr. 
Scott for planning and Cllr. Edwards-Pratt 
for teenagers.

Resident F asked if  the topic of traffic in 
and out of Challaborough could be dis-
cussed at the next meeting. This fitted well 
with the discussions surrounding traffic 
and planning applications. To be organ-
ised.   Action Clerk

Resident B expressed concerns about the 
levels of  sewage pollution in and around 
Challaborough Bay – could this be taken 
up with South West Water? Resident A 
added that Challaborough had a Blue Flag 
rating, which Bigbury didn’t but Cllr. Case 
pointed out the attaining a Blue Flag and 
relevant status was achieved at a cost. 
   Action Clerk

Resident L expressed concerns over the con-
dition of  the phone box outside the ‘old 
Post Office’ in Bigbury-on-Sea adding that 
at least it was being used for the benefit of  
the community.

Resident M reminded Clerk that the use 
of  term ‘Resident x’ etc. was not applied 
in the last set of  minutes. Could we revert 
back to the anonymous concept?  
Action Clerk

Resident M expressed concerns over the 
siting of  the bench at Holywell Stores. 
It was agreed to come back to this topic 
once the renovation work at the shop was 
completed.

Resident M stated the Parish Council was 
not promoting the fact that the Parish is 
situated in an AONB. Could the village 
signs be rebranded to make this more 
visible?       Action Cllr. Watts 

Resident M asked when the Bay Café 
would re-open, to which Cllr. Huntley re-
sponded the owners were doing their very 
best to open at the earliest opportunity.

8.0  Play park update
Cllr. Case advised that consultation within 
the parish and the adjacent council of  
Aveton Gifford was ongoing and that she 
was looking for volunteers to join this 
process.         Action Cllr. Case

9.0  Annual audit and reporting – approv-
al of  annual governance statement 

Clerk presented the external audit An-
nual Governance Statement. Cllr Smith 
proposed this be accepted, which was 
seconded by Cllr. Case and agreed to by 
all Councillors. Cllr. Huntley duly signed 
the form.

10.0  Finance: Approval of  payments to be 
made and presentation of  finance state-
ment

Cllr. Smith proposed the financial 
statements and recommended payments 
presented be accepted which was seconded 
by Cllr. Case and all councillors agreed. 
Clerk was to raise the following payments:

£803.97 Notice Board Company (pay-
ment to be made to R Matthews who paid 
for the three notice boards on a personal 
credit card) – NOT raised at previous 
meeting

£33.48 BT – line rental and broadband 
access Memorial Hall  Paid by direct 
debit 

£24.99 Kingsbridge Websites – two year 
domain renewal

£210.00 Devon Cow (Karen Lawrence) – 
amendment to regulation 14 - Neighbour-

hood plan 

Clerk showed a slide of  the current cash 
book and bank reconciliation statement 
showing a balance of £30,994.38 as at 
May 31st 2019

Clerk showed a statement of restricted 
and reserved funding with a balance of 
£11,998.93
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new fully home-compostable palm leaf  
plate.  It is made using fallen palm leaves 
(rather than harvested)  and these plates 
are home compostable within 28 days in a 
home composting situation.  Using these 
plates eliminates china plates which not 
only use a non renewable material, require 
monstrous amounts of  energy in the man-
ufacture but also require extensive use of  
chemical and hot water to be washed.  We  
no longer have to worry about smashed 
and stolen crockery!  All our plated break-
fasts now use the plates and they are used 
on all dishes in our Blackpool Sands Café.

Mary Fish, from Challons Combe Farm 
reports that, “ At last our bottle washer has 
arrived and on Monday we were able to 
start using it!  What a relief  not to have to 
wash 700 bottles a week by hand!”

Citizens Advice South Hams is looking 
for new Trustees to help steer it through 
the next 3 years

Janie Moor, CEO of  Citizens Advice 
South Hams said “We are a small inde-
pendent, charity that offers free, independent 
and impartial advice to anyone who asks.  
We help thousands of  local residents each 
year, on the phone, face to face and via email, 
often with multiple problems.  Because of  our 
national links we have strength in bringing 
about change with decision makers both 
regionally and nationally.” 

We would like to talk to anyone of  any 
age who feels they have something to of-
fer, either in terms of  experience or skills 
and wants to be part of  what we do.  
They don’t have to be captains of  indus-
try, they may come from the voluntary 
sector or someone we have previously 
helped who now wants to give back to 
the community they live in.  The best 
trustee boards are diverse in both their 
experience and backgrounds”.

More information can be found on 
southhamscab.org.uk/about-us

Anyone interested should initially con-
tact Janie on trustees@southhamscab.
org.uk to arrange an informal chat. 
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                      Bigbury News will promote 
                      local Reduce, Reuse and 
                      Recycle Champions and wel-
comes news and tips from businesses, 
residents and visitors about what can be 
done to reduce our negative impact on 
this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

Mike Smith, owner of  Venus Cafe, ex-
plains that Venus have been at the forefront 
of  protecting the environment for the last 
20 years.   “Our approach is holistic and 
addresses all areas of  the business.”says 
Mike. “The Queen’s Award office de-
scribed us a a rare example of  a sustainable 
café chain’.  We have been single use plas-
tic free for a couple of  years and banned 
straws completely 16 years ago”.
 

Mike goes on, “We have just launched our 

BIGBURY BUSINESSES TAKE THE LEAD

Clerk showed details of  S106 funds held by 
SHDC - £162,771 for affordable housing 
projects and £24,194 for OSSR projects.

11.0  District Councillor’s report
D. Cllr. Taylor gave a brief  update stating 
that Highways will not install signs, such 
as those requested for AONB purposes. 
He advised the meeting that SHDC had 
underspent by £50k last year and finally 
added that SHDC had signed up to the 
Joint Climate Change initiative.

12.0  Correspondence received
Clerk shared information in respect of  the 
Annual General Meeting of  the Kings-
bridge Food Bank. 

13.0 Agenda Items for consideration at 
the next Parish Council meeting
Traffic and Highways discussion Bigbury 
and Challaborough – requires input from 
C. Cllr R Gilbert; Communication Big-
bury News, Charterlands Chatter, Com-
munity website, Bigbury Drums etc.
Report from Tree Warden / Footpath 
Warden;  Report from St Lawrence 
Church; Improved Parish signage – 
AONB sponsored; Parking and bench in 
vicinity of  Holywell Stores. 

It was also agreed to invite, over the course 
of  the year, representative from bodies 
such as Bigbury Golf Club, Burgh Island, 
History Society etc. to the meeting
NOTE All supporting documents are 
shown in full within the ‘Information file’ 
uploaded to the Bigbury Community Web-
site (Parish Council / Meeting Minutes)

The meeting closed at 09:42pm. The next 
meeting is to be held on 

Wednesday July 10th at 7:30pm

E Huntley, Chair, Bigbury Parish Council

UPCOMING 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Subscribers to Bigbury Drums email 
alerts will receive prior notification 
of  upcoming planning applications 
(at the same time as Councillors).  
The Bigbury Drums alert will in-
clude a click-on link, for that specific 
Application, directly to the relevant 
SHDC website page.  To subscribe, 
please send your email contacts to:

bigburydrums@gmail.com

Full details of  the following applica-
tions can be found on the Bigbury 
Community website and the SHDC 
Planning Portal. 

1914/19/HHO: Internal refurbish-
ment and replacement single-storey 
rear extension. Marashina, Parker 
Road BoS

1503/19/FUL: Pavilion for indoor 
seating area in the existing outside 
seating area of  takeaway (Resubmis-
sion of  0265/17/FUL) Bigbury On 
Sea Cafe. Marine Drive BoS

1773/19/HHO: Householder 
application for proposed alterations 
(resubmission of  3005/18/HHO)
Courtlage, Aveton Gifford

1702/19/TPO: T2: Turkey Oak T3: 
Sycamore  T4: Sycamore  (various 
prunings of  trees with preservation 
orders) The Paddock, Ringmore 
Drive, Bigbury On Sea

Mary explains that, “At only 12 bottles per 
load that is nearly 60 runs but we can load 
and unload whilst filling bottles etc. and it 
is good to know for sure that every single 
bottle is washed at the correct temperature 
and the machine uses a lot less water than 
we did washing by hand.”

Mary’s good news is that, “Using glass 
bottles has turned out to be good for 
business as well as the environment.  Since 
starting with them at the beginning of  Jan-
uary, sales of  milk have increased almost 
every single week and our milk sales have 
pretty much doubled in volume since last 
year, and still rising.  A big “Thank you” 
to all our customers and to Bigbury News 
for their support.  Coming soon - yoghurt 
in glass jars.  

LET’S GET IT RIGHT IN 
BIGBURY!



Call us on: 01548 202020 | www.toadhallcottages.co.uk

Thinking of letting your  
holiday home?

Speak to your local holiday letting specialist

Looking for more from your holiday  

cottage agency? Then speak to 

award-winning Toad Hall Cottages.  

Our experienced team of property  

managers have the knowledge to 

ensure that your investment fulfils its 

potential throughout the year.  

Call us now for free and honest advice.

ANNUAL 
APPEAL

YOUR DONATION to 
BIGBURY NEWS 

Please help to cover the publication 
costs of  this  FREE MAGAZINE

Cheques payable to ‘Bigbury 
News’ and sent to Bigbury News, 
Long Easton, Easton, Bigbury, 
TQ7 4AN

          BACS :Lloyds Bank 
          Sort Code 30-99-12
          Acc No: 29305568 
          Acc Name Bigbury News

THANK YOU



HOLYWELL
STORES

Amazing Value Locally
Your one-stop shop

Offers in June (from 6th June to 9 July)

Walkers Variety 18pk  £3.00; Pringles 200g  £1.25        
Andrex Gentle Clean  £3.50;  Carling 18pk  £11.99 

Grants/Russian Std  £12.99; Kelloggs Rice Krispies/
Crunchy Nut/Coco Pops  £2.00; Lenor  £1.00
Flora 500  £1.30; Kenco Coffee £2.49

 NEW POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am to 5 pm

Jas and Jaswinder - thank customers for their patience during 
the refurbishments and hope that you like the 'new shop'.  

Holywell Stores & Post Office, St. Ann’s Chapel, Bigbury

Shop Open
Monday - Saturday 7am - 6pm

Sunday 8am - 5pm
Post Office Open: Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Free Car Parking behind the shop
Tel: 01548 810308

Email: holywellstores@outlook.com
www.2day.ws/holywellstores
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