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           JOURNEY’S END 

Message from Conor:  

“To all of  my beautiful Tracy’s friends, 
customers and staff  over the years,  Thank 
you so much for all of  your kind and 
thoughtful messages, flowers, cards and 
letters. She will always remain part of  
The Journeys End and part of  us.  All the 
best, Conor and Family  Takeaway Menu 
available on request, please call to book. 

We continue to look for well presented, 
polite, hardworking staff  for all positions. 
Please email the pub for further information

Groups no larger than 6 please.  Private 
dining room in the Snug

Opening times:  Wednesday-Friday 12pm-
3pm, 6pm-11pm

Saturday-Sunday 12pm-11pm  

01548 810205

thejourneysend@btinternet.com

                 TV INTERFERENCE

It’s possible that others in the area have 
experienced interference on certain TV 
channels, where they hitherto had no 
problem. 

New 4G mobile services are being rolled 
out.  They operate on a similar frequency to 
Freeview and this can cause  problems such 
as loss of  sound and/or channels, pixilation 
and distorted images, either continual or 
intermittent.  

This only applies to Freeview (through an 
aerial) and not if  you view through cable 
or satellite.  If  you have this problem it is 
easily resolved with a call to Freeview who 
will refer you to AT800 on 0333 3131 800. 
They will either send you out a filter to fit 
yourself  or send an engineer to fit it for you.  
Please note this service is entirely FREE OF 
CHARGE!

Chrissie Wright

Send “Letters to Editor” to

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

Please write in to the Bigbury News if  you 
have Bigbury Reminiscences to share with 
Readers.  Have you got a cupboard full of  old 
photographs, postcards or letters that might 
shed some light on what it was like here in the 
‘old days’? 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021

Dear Readers,

Thank you very much to the Bigbury 
News Production Manager, Henry 
Wainwright, and the Distribution Team 
for completing the huge task of  printing 
the Bigbury Directory (2021/22), Bigbury 
News June/July and the 12-page report on 
the Bigbury Neighbourhood Plan Annual 
Review.  All these people are volunteers, 
including those who undertook the 
development of  the Neighbourhood Plan 
and the Parish Council, who approved it.  

A community relies heavily on volunteers 
for many aspects of  it efficient function.  
This may sometimes be taken for granted 
and there is not always a mechanism 
for thanking these people or even 
acknowledging their inputs.  Please see 
the letter from Stuart Watts - thanking the 
volunteers of  the Covid Support Group 
(p31) 

If  you feel you would also like to 
contribute to the Community in some 
way, please respond to the various calls 
for assistance in adverts and features in 
Bigbury News and join in local activities 
to prove that “ Bigbury is not just a 
Beach”.  

Enjoy the Summer.,

Louise Wainwright
Editor Bigbury News
and Bigbury Drums 



BIGBURY 
MEMORIAL HALL

Bringing the Community Together

With many Lockdown restrictions 
being lifted, we are delighted to say 
that the Memorial Hall is starting to 
open up for regular and other events. 
Some activities, such as Jill Gubbins’s 
Exercise Classes and the South Hams 
Filling Station will not be returning 
until later this year, but Table Tennis 
will be resuming on June 7th and 
the Community Coffee Morning 
will take place on June 2nd and then 
monthly thereafter.  Our thanks to Jean 
and Yvonne for organising the latter. 
Finally, the Parish Council had their 
first meeting back at the Hall on May 
12th.

We are also very pleased to welcome 
a new regular group in the shape of  
Creative X, run by Kate Webb, which 
are creative art workshops for young 
children in various age groups. Kate’s 
first session was on May 13th and 
attracted a very healthy turnout. She 
is running two sessions per week, 
on Monday evenings and Thursday 
mornings and you can find out more 
either by telephoning her or from her 
website www.creative-x-workshops.com

In addition to the regular groups we’ve 
also arranged a few social events. We 
are delighted to be welcoming David 
Mynne’s one man show Canterbury 
Tales on Friday June 25th through 
Villages in Action . David was 
originally coming in 2020 and we look 
forward to an evening of  bawdy, funny, 
serious and sometimes shocking short 
stories about Middle Ages goings-on 
and silliness.  This should be a very 
entertaining event and tickets will be 
on sale from the beginning of  June – 
see poster for details.  We wait to hear 
about government restrictions on the 
size of  the audience allowed but will be 
following any rules carefully.

Our popular Wine Tasting evenings 
return on Friday July 9th – contact me 
for more details.

The Produce Show will take place on 
Sunday 5th September – with all the 
recent rain, the fruit and vegetables 
(and weeds) should be thriving! Further 
details, including this year’s theme, will 
be announced shortly.

We hope to have the opportunity of  
welcoming you back to the Hall shortly.
Chairman
Charles Harrington.
810023.  
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk2

	

BIGBURY	MEMORIAL		HALL	
	

Calendar	of	Events	for	Summer	2021.	
	

The	Exercise	classes,	Youth	Club	and	the	South	Hams	Filling	Station	
will	not	be	recommencing	until	later	this	year	but	others	will	be	
starting	or	re-starting	as	detailed	below.	
	
Day	&	Time	 	 Activity	 	 Organiser	 	 Contact	no.	
	
Mon.	16.00	–	17.15	 Table	tennis		 Angie	Bond	 	 811131	
(from	June	7th)	 	 	 	 	 Janie	Grace	 	 811122	
	 17.30	–	18.30	 Creative-X		 	 Kate	Webb	 	 714712	
(from	June	28th)	 	 workshops	
	
Tues.	
	
Wed.10.30	–	12.00	 Community			 Jean	Wright		 810029	 	
(1st	Wed.	of	month)		 Coffee	morning	 Yvonne	Klidjian	 810971	
	 	 	 	 	
(2nd	Wed.	of	month)	 Parish	Council	 Ian	Bramble		 855712	
	 	19.30		 	 	 	 	 (clerk)	
	
Thurs.	9.00	–	10.30	 Creative-x	 	 Kate	Webb	 	 714712	
(from	May	13th)	 	 workshops	
(3rd	Thurs.	of	month	 South	Hams			 Gilbert	Snook	 810017	
from	autumn)	 	 Filling	Station	
	
Fri.	
	
Future	Events:	
Fri.	June	25th	 	 Canterbury		 	 Villages	in	Action	

Tales	 	 	 (Sally	Watts)		 810373	
Fri.	July	9th	 	 	 Wine	Tasting	 Charles	Harrington	810023	
Sun.	Sept.	5th		 	 Produce	Show	 Angie	Bond	 	 811131	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sally	Watts	 	 810373	

	 	 	

St. Lawrence BigBury preSentS

Supported By the modBury goSpeL SingerS

Saturday 31St juLy 2021 7-9pm
Swing and Sing aLong to SpirituaLS and hymnS 
performed in the jazz and goSpeL tradit ion!

in aid of St. Lawrence church tower and BeLLS fund.

t icketS in advance onLy | £12 t o incLude intervaL drink

contact jiLL guBBinS 01548 810651 | jiLL.guBBinS@homecaLL.co.uk

goSpeL 
jazz

with 
  the

pedigree 
jazzBand



BIGBURY LADIES
Informal group of  ladies who organise 
day trips out, usually including a lunch.  
Members meet at one of  the members 
homes and then head out in shared 
transport to the agreed venue.
Pam Trundle                         01548 810719                               

BIGBURY HISTORY SOCIETY
Charles Harrington.             810023.  
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk                             

BIGBURY BOOKWORMS
Meets each month in a member’s home 
to discuss the monthly book and prepare 
a report for Bigbury News. 
Hazel Osborne                 
hazel.osborne6@btinternet.com                                       

COMMUNITY GROUPS

BIGBURY 
COFFEE MORNING
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THE FILLING STATION

This is an informal religious meeting 
for all denominations.  The Filling 
Station will meet via ZOOM until 
further notice on the fourth Thursday 
each month at 7.30 pm. If  you would 
like to join in, please contact James 
Spencer for the joining instructions 
and Zoom links. 

jamesrcspencer@aol.com

Events Organisers are encouraged to 
share their timetables with 

Bigbury News and Bigbury Drums to 
avoid calendar clashes. 

WAVE PROJECT INCLUSIVE FAMILY 
BEACH CLEAN - 13th June 1 pm
on Sedgewell (down the steps by Venus) 

ARMS of DEVONS COLOURFUL 
GENTRY Thurs 17th June 2021 6pm.
Devon Rural Archive:  zoom talk by Dr 
David Oates  
www.devonruralarchive.com/events/

ART SOCIETY TALK - Zoom 23rd June 
2 pm Laurence of Arabia.  Illustrated talk 
“ Excavating a Legend” by Neil Faulkner.
details: marciamanaton@icloud.com

KINGSTON FLOWER FESTIVAL
Fri 9th, Sat 10th, Sun 11th July 
Theme- Children’s Books

LOCAL EVENTS

St Lukes Open Gardens 2021
5 June 

Lukesland, 
Ivybridge PL21 0JF

20 June
Lower Coombe Royal, 
Kingsbridge, TQ7 4AD

www.stlukes-hospice.org.uk/open-gardens 
for more information and to pre-book your tickets

LIVE OUTDOOR MUSIC 
IN BIGBURY

In an outdoor garden in Bigbury - full 
details provided when you reserve a 
place 

louise.wainwright56@gmail.com
BYO seats, refreshments.  Social 
distancing applies. Confirmed advance 
reservations ticket holders only.  Two 
45 minute sessions per gig. Tickets £12 
for members of  Kingsbridge Jazz Club 
£14 for non members (unless otherwise 
stated below).  Seats strictly limited to 
early birds reserving seats in advance 
with Louise. 

DRAT PACK & MAD ABOUT 
SWING. Sunday 13 June. 2.30 pm 
for 3 pm start, Performing classics by 
Frank Sinatra and more up to date swing 
by Michael Buble, Robbie Williams 
and more.... with Mad About Swing 
providing some Lindy Hop exhibition 
dancing!. 

PETE CANTER QUARTET Sunday 
4th July  2.30 pm for 3 pm start 
Swing, bebop and latin jazz 
www.petecanter.com   

SUMMER BBQ & BAROQUE/JAZZ  
Sat 17 July. Music 5 to 7 pm  BBQ from 
7pm  Tickets £15  Toril Azzalini and 
Eliza Haskins nationally recognised 
musicians, both runners up in the BBC 
(2019) Young Musician of the Year.   
(percussion and recorder) Fund raiser for 
Tower & Bells. 

PEDIGREE JAZZ BAND  Saturday 31 
July 2.30 pm for 3 pm start.  Trad Jazz

JAZZ COCKTAILS - Saturday 7th 
August  2.00 pm for Cocktails & 
Canapés and the jazz band starts at 3 
pm.  Guests are encouraged to bring 
a sharing platter of  canapés to add 
to the buffet table.  £20 per ticket for 
the Tower & Bells Fund.  Cocktail bar 
manned by ex Burgh Island aficionados, 
Gary McBar and Hans van der Heiden. 
Cocktails sponsored by Steve Chapman 
(Fryer Tucks) and the Huntsman.  The 
band (Jazz Cocktails) is a regular vintage 
band that plays at Burgh Island too. 
Miriam is donating her own services to 
the cause. You will love this wonderful 
vintage jazz and can enjoy a preview on 
Bigbury TV where our very own Miriam 
and friends posted some sounds to cheer 
us at the start of  the pandemic - 

Come on Get Happy.  

We are so glad to welcome you back to 
coffee mornings in the Memorial Hall 
on the first Wednesday of  the month 
between 10.30 and noon.

There is a raffle, guess the weight of  
the cake or number of  sweets in a jar, 
jewellery and silk ware. Books, Phoenix 
cards, bric a brac, cakes and savouries.

The first coffee morning will be for 
Modbury Caring on Wednesday 2nd 
June from 10.00 to noon. Please be 
sure to wear a mask. COVID restrictions 
will be in place, with hand sanitisers 
available.  If  the weather is kind we will 
conduct as much as possible outside.

On Wednesday 7th July we will be 
supporting Hope Cove Lifeboat and 
on Wednesday 4th August it will be St 
Luke’s Hospice. 

Looking forward to seeing you all again.

Keep safe and healthy.

Jean and Yvonne.

BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
SECRETARY NEEDED

Duties mainly involve taking and 
preparing minutes of  Committee 
meetings (about four per year) and one 
or two other admin tasks.

However, there is also scope for getting 
involved in the other activities of  the 
Hall and helping with arranging events 
and generally promoting the Hall. 

The Hall is a vital part of  community l
If  you’re interested please get in touch 
with me on 01548 810023 or 
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

Charles Harrington.
Chair.
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Modbury Health Centre 
Poundwell Meadow 
Modbury PL21 0QL
 01548 830666
www.modburyhealthcentre.co.uk

St Luke’s Hospice, Plymouth, is sending 
out a rallying call to the good people of  
the South Hams, asking them to give some 
spare time to help support the charity and 
build its resilience for the future. 
Why should people care about St Luke’s? 
Well, those with family or friends who 
have been our patients already know the 
answer to that question. But there is a 
broader answer as well: the South Hams 
is a strong and vibrant community due to 
the infrastructure underpinning it – the 
schools, health services, social clubs and the 
like. Your community would be seriously 
damaged if  any one element failed.
Did you know that hospices are, on average, 
only 20% funded by the NHS? The bulk 
of  their income comes from fund-raising, 
shops and legacies. St Luke’s, like other 
hospices, has greatly suffered from the 
pandemic. Patient demand has increased, 
while income has dropped due to the 
curtailment of  fund-raising events and 
closure of  shops.
What is sometimes not appreciated is that 
St Luke’s is embedded in the South Hams. 
We have community nurses, social workers 
and volunteers who work and live locally. 
It is only when patients wish and it is 
clinically warranted that they are treated at 
our inpatient facilities in Plymouth.
Colin Pincombe of  Kingsbridge has recently 
been appointed Impact Volunteer Partner 
for St Luke’s. He would like to form friends’ 
groups based on each of  our towns to hold 
coffee mornings or attend local events, i.e., 
maybe one occasion per year or more if  the 
group wishes.

Please show your interest in giving a little 

spare time to support our vital work in the 
area by emailing 
cpincombe@stlukes-hospice.org.uk or 
calling Colin at St Luke’s on 01752 492626
.
And put in your diaries the following much-
loved St Luke’s events, at which you would 
be very welcome:

Open Gardens at Lukesland, Ivybridge, on 
5 June; Lower Coombe Royal, Kingsbridge, 
on 20 June; and others later in the year – 
please see our website

 (https://www.stlukes-hospice.org.uk/
open-gardens) for more information and to 
pre-book your tickets.

Colin Pincombe

FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S HOSPICE IN THE SOUTH HAMS
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BIGBURY ARCHIVE
The Parish as I Remember
by Tom Woodmason
reprinted from Bigbury News May 1992

The Woodmason family have had a long 
history with Bigbury parish.  They were 
the family that were willow growers and 
basket markers near Weredown.  Today 
their workshop can be seen by the bridge 
on the Bigbury to Ashford road, as can 
the nearby willow plat. Tom Woodmason, 
who died in 1999, wrote down a few 
reminiscences for Bigbury News nearly 30 
years ago which are reproduced below.  

“I was born at Foxhole which is about 150 
yards along from Dukes Mill, however the 
latter no longer exists.  The mill used to 
consist of  8 houses, a mill and a chapel.  
The mill was burnt down in 1923.  The 
mill was in use the night before until about 
9 pm when it was destroyed.  Although a 
flourmill, the farmers used to bring their 
corn along for grinding for cattle feed.  The 
mill was L shaped, one section being the 
mill and the other for the dwelling house.  
It had a lovely patio in front with all the 
old mill-stones and a little way from the 
dwelling house was the chapel.  It was a 
great shame when the farmer covered the 
whole thing so there is no sign of  this now.  

Corn used to come in to the quay at the 
bottom of  Eric Woodmason’s orchard and 
willow plat.  Barges used to take the corn 
right up to this quay at the bottom of  his 
orchard.  There is not much of  the quay 
now and it is very difficult to see.  I think 
they also discovered a coalhouse there a 
few years back.  The houses at Dukes Mill 
ran round the corner towards the bridge, 
there were five of  them and if  you look 
careful you can see the doorways in the 
wall running down towards the bridge.  I 
can only remember one house of  the five 
along the road being where my father used 
to keep pigs in the First World War.

The mill was in everyday use until it 
burnt down.  The corn for the mill was 
transported in the days before motor 
vehicles by farmers’ wagon or by barge on 
the river and then up the creek to Dukes 
Mill.  There was a small landing quay at 
the end of  the creek, the southern end of  
Millcombe lane.  These barges which were 
large saucer shaped affairs, had a draught 
of  about 3 feet and normally manned by 
two men with large sweeps or oars.  They 
used the tide to do the work and keep the 
barges off  the mud.  I remember seeing the 
barges in use, plying between Bantham and 
Aveton Gifford.  The creek to Dukes Mill 
was deeper in those days.  When the road 
across the Stakes was raised about two feet 
to enable the stream to run underneath, 
the creek soon silted up. The barge traffic 
virtually stopped after the First World 
War.  After the 1914-1918 war there was a 
tremendous surplus of  lorries that flooded 

the market that took business away from 
the barges.

My home was Foxhole.  The original home 
does not exist any longer.  The place where 
I was born was built in 1736 and that was 
destroyed by fire in 1935.  A great loss to 
the Woodmason family who lost all their 
family history and treasurers.  That used 
to be quite a big house as I remember 
it.  It was rebuilt to form what it is today.  
Foxhole is mentioned in King Atherwall’s 
Charter and it was called Foxhole back in 
those days.  That was about 846 I think. 
(Editors Note:  Æthelwulf, was King of  
Wessex from 839 – 858. The reference to 
the charter is where on 26 December 846 
Æthelwulf, king of  Wessex, to himself; 
granted 20 hides (cassati) om Homme 
(at South Hams, Devon). A hide: was, 
in the early medieval period, a land 
holding that was considered sufficient 
to support a family. This was equivalent 
to approximately 30 acres depending 
on the quality of  the land. Question: 
Was Æthelwulf  one of  the first second 
homeowners in the South Hams?)

Going up the road towards Coombe, about 
200 yards from the bridge, there was a 
gateway and if  you look in there you will 
see where another point is mentioned in 
Atherwalls’s Charter.  That is Tiddesford, 
where the three streams meet and can still 
be seen if  careful.  That also fed through to 
a leat which kept the mill pond full giving 
a level above the mill wheel.

Our postal service at Foxhole was very 
good.  We used to get our mail at 7 am 
in the morning.  It used to come from 
Kingsbridge by horse and trap and in those 

days no radio, the postman used to bring 
all the news!  He was the one that told us 
about the fire at the mill with all the panic 
and I remember him telling my parents 
about the beginning of  the first world war 
when I was three years old.  They were 
very disturbed and I could not understand 
why.  It shows you they used to rely on the 
postman for their news and time keeping.  
We did not have clocks or watches in those 
days.  

Leading to Dukes Mill other than the 
Bigbury to Ashford road were two lanes, 
Millcombe lane and Brase (Braes) Wood 
lane.  The latter joined Dukes Mill Hill 
with Stakes Hill (at the Oyster Shack).  
Both lanes are no longer in existence 
although they were designated footpaths.  
At the bottom of  Stakes Hill there were no 
big houses at the bottom of  the hill on the 
right or left, but there was St Milburga’s 
Oratory.  Until sometime in the thirties a 
small amount of  the ruin could be seen 
and I can remember seeing where that was 
and a few remains of  it, but then a farmer 
bulldozed it in and he came to me one day 
and said he was sorry as he did not know 
what he was doing.  Well it is a pity but 
now there is house built near the vicinity 
so it would have gone anyway.  The Rev. 
Hingston Randolph quoted in his book 
of  1876 “There is in Bigbury, at the foot 
of  Stakes Hill, a wood and in it a ruined 
Chapel sacred to St Milburga.  You can 
trace the alter step and the Rood Niche 
wherein the imaged figure of  the Holy 
Woman once stood, and a grey shattered 
gable above.  In 1370 A.D. Sir William 
Poundstock, Rector of  Bigbury, left to the 
Store of  St Milburga the sum of  13s 4d.” 



ST LAWRENCE MATTERS 

Since our last report, another grant 
application has resulted in a pledge for 
£6,250 from the Devon Church Bells 
Restoration Fund, obviously aimed 
particularly at the work required to get our 
bells at St Lawrence ringing out again – 
many thanks to the DCBR Fund. 

The Venus Company’s ‘5p per cup of  tea’ 
sponsorship led to a donation of  £127.66 
for the period January to March, much 
appreciated given two sites were closed due 
to coronavirus. Please do visit the cafes and 
support the tower and bells whilst you enjoy 
your cuppa!

As restrictions look more and more likely to 
ease, thoughts can turn to social fundraising 
events. Please see the list of  planned events, 
make a note in your diaries, and contact 
Louise and Jill for details and tickets! To 
maximise the profit from some of  these 

The  ‘inSPIREd  apPEAL’
50 K Challenge
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events, we would be grateful to receive 
sponsorship of the toilet hire at the church 
events, and refreshments, please do let us 
know if  you can help. 

The church architect is looking for firms 
to tender for work to start ideally in the 
autumn, as we really don’t want the tower 
to go through another winter. Lime mortar 
will be used to replace the inappropriate 
cement used previously in re-pointing the 
tower, and for that to work the weather 
needs to be like the proverbial bears’ 
porridge, not too hot and not too cold!

With much behind the scenes work, a 
Heritage Fund application has now 
been submitted, and sincere thanks to all 
involved in helping reach this stage. Now 
we can only wait for a decision at the end 
of  summer, and of  course we do not know 
how much, if  anything, we will get. 

SO, to maintain momentum between now 
and autumn, WE ARE LAUNCHING 

THE inSPIREd apPEAL 

£50K CHALLENGE!
see below

TOTAL PLEDGED GRANTS     £21,200

Devon Historic Churches Trust £4000

Pilgrim Trust   £1800

Wolfson Foundation  £5000

Garfield Weston Foundation         £10000 

Sharpe Trust     £400 

To those of  you who have already donated to the Tower and Bells Restoration in the last year, THANK YOU. To those of  you who 
have not yet, we would like to encourage you to do so.  

WE WILL PERSONALLY MATCH POUND FOR POUND ANY MONEY THAT IS DIRECTLY DONATED TO THE 
TOWER AND BELLS FUND BETWEEN THE START OF JUNE AND THE END OF AUGUST, 

UP TO A TOTAL OF £50,000 FROM US. 

If  you are a taxpayer, please do gift aid your donation, which allows the church to reclaim tax back from HMRC, it all makes a 
difference! For how to make a donation, whether small or hopefully large, please contact us, or sign and return the form below; this 
can also be found at www.bigburynews.com/church. 
This challenge is aimed at enabling the church to get on with this long overdue and urgently needed renovation this year, so the bells 
can ring out over the countryside again. We are personally totally committed to this project. Please help us put our money where our 
mouths are – and save Bigbury’s slice of  the national heritage. 
           Vic and Jill Gubbins 01548 810651 
           vic.gubbins@homecall.co.uk

Appeal co-ordinator: Jill Gubbins, (01548 810651 / jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk / 07745 990270)  Please complete the form below, 
for cheque or bank transfer gifts. Please Gift Aid your donation if  possible, (your postcode is necessary). THANK YOU !

I enclose a cheque for £__________ payable to St Lawrence Church Tower & Bells Fund Account, or 
I have transferred £__________ with my name as reference, into the fund above. 
Title: St Lawrence Church Tower & Bells Fund   Sort Code: 30-98-97   Account No. 87437468    or
BIC: LOYDGB21031  or IBAN: GB89 LOYD 3098 9787 4374 68

GIFT AID DECLARATION: I should like St Lawrence’s Church, Bigbury, to reclaim tax on all dona-
tions     I make now or at a later date. I understand that I must pay an amount of  UK income or capital 
gains tax equal to the tax reclaimed.      
Signature:                                                                        Date: 
PRINT Name:                                                                Tel or email contact:
Address:                                                                           Post code:

THANK YOU ! Please return this slip to The Church Treasurer, c/o Jill Gubbins, Sea Cove, 2 Folly
Hill, Bigbury on Sea, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4AR. Please tick here …. for us to acknowledge receipt of  gift.



LETTER from MINISTER at ST LAWRENCE

7
Vicar: The Revd Matt Rowland (830260: every day except (normally) Saturday) 

Readers: Joyce Howitt (07929 117397), Michael Tagent (810520) 
Website: www.modburyteam.org  

 

 

 
SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES IN JUNE AND JULY 

 
 Aveton Gifford 

11.00 am 
Bigbury 

11.00 am 
Kingston 
9.30 am 

Modbury 
9.30 am 

Ringmore 
9.30 am 

June 6th Sunday Worship Communion Sunday Worship Communion Sunday Worship 

June 13th Communion Sunday Worship Sunday Worship All Age Service Village Service 

June 20th Lay Led Service Sunday Worship Communion 
(11 am) Communion Sunday Worship 

June 27th Communion Evening Prayer 
(6 pm) Village Service Sunday Worship Communion 

July 4th Sunday Worship Communion Sunday Worship 

Communion 
---------------------------------- 

Service of 
Remembrance 

(6 pm) 

Sunday Worship 

July 11th Communion Sunday Worship Flower Festival 
(6 pm) All Age Service Communion 

July 18th Communion Sunday Worship Communion 
(11 am) Church Service Sunday Worship 

July 25th Sunday Worship Communion Sunday Worship Sunday Worship Communion 

 
Saying goodbye in a time of pandemic  
 
One of the saddest aspects of the last 18 months has been funeral services being limited to a 
handful of mourners.  No doubt for many of us there have been funeral services which we would 
have liked to attended to pay our respects and say goodbye which we have had to miss.  The 
sight of an empty Windsor chapel and Queen Elizabeth sat on her own, in many ways summed up 
many people’s experiences during this time. 
 
On July the 4th at 6pm we are going to be holding a service of remembrance at St George’s 
Church in Modbury.  We hope it will be a comforting service, providing an opportunity to 
remember those who are close to us but were not able to attend their funeral. There will be music 
to listen to, prayers, a reading from the Christian scriptures, a poem, an opportunity to light a 
candle in memory of someone you love and a message of hope and comfort.  
 
The service will take place under the government’s coronavirus restrictions that are in place at this 
time.   
 
If you would like to join us please book a place by contacting me via phone (01548 830260) or 
email: matt.rowland@modburyteam.org 
 
 
 
 
Matt Rowland  
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COMMUNITY EVENTS in support of ST LAWRENCE CHURCH

TOWER & BELLS FUND 
RAISING EVENTS FOR 2021

SAT 17th JULY Summer BBQ 
& Baroque/Jazz 5-7p.m.  £15.  
Contact Louise Wainwright.

SAT 31st JULY Gospel Jazz 
(Pedigree Jazzband + Modbury 
Gospel Singers) 7 – 9 p.m.  
St Lawrence Church. £12. 
Contact Jill Gubbins.

SAT 7th AUGUST 
Jazz Cocktails Band + Cock-
tails & Canapes 2 – 5 p.m. £20.  
Contact Louise. 

SAT 16th OCTOBER 
Tales, Tonics & Treats. Time 
& price tbc. Memorial Hall. 
Contact Jill.

WED 20th OCTOBER 
Thomas Bowes’ 
Bach Pilgrimage 
Violin Concert. 
Time & price tbc.  
St Lawrence Church. 
Contact Jill.
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Well, as expected, golf  courses did open on 
the 29th March and the Bigbury Golf  Club 
golfers (and indeed golfers across England) 
were so thrilled to be able to play again.  
Our Green Keeping Team had the course 
in great condition and they were so pleased 
to see players out enjoying their golf.  

Our photograph shows Harry Kerswell 
(Club President), Mike Heath (Seniors 
Captain) and Dave Bogue (Immediate Past 
Seniors Captain), who were very early 
players on the course.   The first Men’s 
Trophy Competition was the President’s 
Trophy, and Harry was pleased to welcome 
the winner, Matt Vidler, off  the course.  
Matt was the winner of  the very compet-
itive competition with sixty-three players 
competing for the coveted Trophy.  

The first Ladies Trophy Competition was 
the Bigbury Bowl, which was won by Janet 
Burton with a very good score of  Nett 71.   
This competition was also very competitive 
and three ladies were just two shots behind 
with Nett 73, and they had to be separated 
by the computer.   In second place was 
Pauline Deschamp, third Sue Warren and 
Jane Rickman was fourth. 
Matt and Janet were both thrilled with 
their early season Trophy success.

All the Bigbury Golf  Club competitions 
are now “rolling along nicely”  with some 
excellent scoring.  The Club’s players are 
enjoying playing a course in such great 
condition!  

Bigbury was represented at two recent 
Devon County Ladies Finals by Amanda 
Burchell, in the Silver league, and Sue 
Warren in Bronze.  The competitions were 
played at Stover Golf  Club and congratu-
lations went to both Amanda and Sue who 

played well;  Amanda came third and Sue 
was fourth.  

In the Men’s Warrilow Cup and Putter 
Trophy, the Wain family enjoyed a good 
day and brothers David and Nigel had an 
excellent and convincing win, with a score 
of  Nett 63.  David’s son Chris kept the 
winning streak for the family with a Birdie 
Two on the 15th hole.  David is a past 
Club Captain and has a winning way, but 
this was the first Bigbury Trophy win for 
his brother Nigel, so was rather special.  

Are there any budding golfers enjoying 
this Bigbury News?   If  you are thinking 
you might like to take up golf, then you 
can contact our Club Professional Adam 
Yates who is hosting “Get Into Golf  
Sessions” on a Wednesday afternoon.  
Spaces are available and you will be made 
most welcome; you can book your place 
by telephoning Adam on 01548 810557, 
Option 2.

On Monday 17th May, lockdown restric-
tions that were lifted meant Bigbury’s 
Clubhouse was able to open.  Whilst some 

Covid compliance measures need to be 
followed, it is so enjoyable to be able to go 
into the Clubhouse and enjoy some banter 
and refreshments, especially when the 
conditions on the course have been very 
challenging.  

Marlene Johnson
Golf  Correspondent

Photograph:  left to right, Mike Heath, Harry 
Kerswell and Dave Bogue
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See our website www.lovingthebeach.co.uk 
for opening times and full menus.

Café: 01548 810141 
Watersports: 01548 810535

Stunning views, delicious food, 
bean coffees, home made cakes.

Our dining area is available for 
parties & private hire.

(Lower Car Park, Bigbury On Sea)

BIGBURY TEA GARDEN
Takeaway. Service

Wed to Sun 11am – 5pm.
Coffees, teas, hot chocolates, fresh 

homemade cakes and soups

Friday Takeaway Meal 
delivered to pick up points in the 

surrounding villages. 
See Bigbury Drums for menu. 

The Big Bakery on Sundays fresh 
croissants and pastries.

Orders 07910 076382 
Whats App or text.

ss
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Award-winning 

FISH & CHIPS 
Pasties - Pizzas - Pies 

. Salcombe Dairy Ice Cream 

' 

Beach Goods - Wet Suits · · Boards for -Hire 
HOURS OF OPENING 1st April-end Oct 

Dally midday to 1 Opm 
' 

McBARS JARS

Dear Fellow Coasters

What is this coming on little cat feet? A 
wave of  false optimism?  Or have we been 
shimmied out into the light of  normality, 
blinking at the new sun?  I hope so. It’s 
been bloomin’ long this last year but it 
looks like we’ve made it.  

Burgh is up and running again. Bookings 
are looking good so I think we can safely 
say we’re on track again for another 
cracking summer.  We’ll no doubt make up 
for lost time.  An interesting interregnum 

in our history - rather like the Black Death 
- and one which we don’t want to repeat. 
The staff  had a small pre opening party 
last week to which I was invited and I 
must say, we made such a success of  trying 
out our new Manzanilla De Sanlucar that 
no one can really seem to remember the 
verdict we reached.  No matter. Come and 
try it yourselves. Salty, yeasty and with a 
light straw colour, rather like myself...

It’s the variants of  course we have 
to watch.  Forget India. I’m talking 
Loddiswell, St Anne’s and Kingsbridge.  
All that foreign influence isn’t good.  I 
mean, look at the doomed football Super 
League that seemed to rise up then lie 
down again within a week.  What’s the 
point if  you’re not going to get relegated? 
OK, Partick Thistle would be fine with 
that and look at poor Arsenal. A sympathy 
vote there if  you ask me because of  their 
history.

Talking of  football, I remember a lovely 
match we had here on the beach in the 
summer of  1665. Ye Olde Shrewsbury 
Towne were taking on Ye Olde Argyle. 
Such a thrilling match but Thierry Henry 
wrenched his knee in a tackle and was 
unable to take any further part.  Michel 
Owen cleared defence and, with a defender 
at his heels, he trapped the ball with his 
thigh, flicked it with his right foot and it 
volleyed into the top corner of  the net from 
25 yards.  It was the goal of  the season! A 
horse hair cob football too.  Weighs a ton. 

We hadn’t stumbled across leather yet.
It just so happens that we had none other 
than His Royal Highness, Charles the 
Second staying that week - having a dirty 
weekend with his actress mistress, Nell 
Gwyn, who was having some success in 
the West End that season with “Whoops! 
There Goes My Crinoline!” 
.                              ........continued page 17
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BEACH BANTER

Beach Banter is Sponsored by Burgh Island and Discovery Surf.  Thank you.

INCLUSIVE 
FAMILY BEACH CLEAN

In partnership with 
Surfers Against Sewage 

Sunday 13th June 1pm on Sedgewell 
(down the steps by Venus).  There 
will be someone by Discovery in a 
Wave Project t-shirt if  you need beach 
wheelchair assistance.   Meeting point 
on the beach look for the blue wave 
project wind break and tall white wave 
project flag.

All equipment is provided however if  
you do have your own litter picker etc 
feel free to bring it.

See you at the beach
Katie Smith
katies@waveproject.co.uk

The Wave Project has been running 
sessions from Discovery Surf  School 
since 2015.  This year we have the first 
of  our courses in the water, you might 
well spot the silver rash vests (volunteers) 
in the water on a Sunday morning, 
supporting some new surfer (in blue/
green) who have been referred to us.  We 
have also welcomed back some of  the 
surf  club (surf  clubber are those who have 
completed a six week surf  therapy course 
with the project).
We take referrals for young people 

struggling with their mental health. 
Doctors across Devon and Cornwall 
are also prescribing our courses as part 
of  a pilot project for social prescribing 
for young people!  I’m so stoked to say 
we saw over 100 young people in South 
Devon in small groups during lockdown, 
as part of  Barnardos – See, Hear, 
Respond funded by the department of  
education for young people adversely 
affected by COVID.

If  you fancy getting involved we have 
projects around the UK please take a 
look at our website to discover how to get 
involved. 
ww.waveproject.co.uk 

What a busy start to the season we’ve had! 
We’ve been preparing, booking and taking 
loads of  lessons and it’s set to be a great 
summer.  With the easing of  restrictions 
and anticipation of  summer after a very 
long winter, it’s been great welcoming new 
and regular customers back to Discovery.

The May/June Half  Term week is already 
looking very busy with bookings, so if  
you’re keen to get some surfing/paddle-
boarding booked please contact us sooner 
rather than later. There will be lessons 
available at Bigbury on-Sea and Challabor-
ough all week, and equipment hire will 
also be available everyday. We have loads 
of  kit and have invested in even more surf-
boards, paddleboards, wetsuits, bodyboards 
and kayaks this season.

As well as Half  Term we’re open everyday 
at Bigbury now until the end of  the sum-
mer so if  you’re looking at off  peak equip-
ment hire or surf/paddleboard lessons 
please come and visit us or phone/email 
us to get booked in.  We’re taking book-
ings for all of  our lessons right through to 
summer and beyond.

It’s been great seeing loads of  the local 
children getting involved with our Surf  
Club courses and we have over 70 keen 
surfers signed up across our many  surf  
club sessions! As well as the term time surf  
club courses we also offer holiday 5 day 
courses, which are an extremely popular 
option for 8-16 year olds, as they are a re-
ally social, progressive and fun way to get 
into surfing and the courses are discounted 
too. We also have many other types of  
lessons and courses, so not to worry there’s 
something to suit everyone.

We hope you’re all enjoying the spring and 
we look forward to seeing everyone over 
the summer.

All the best - 
Annika and Martin 
and the Discovery Team

COLD WATER DIPS without wet suits, are known to improve circulation by sending 
blood to your extremities to try and keep you warm. Your body produces white blood 
cells when you are forced to adapt to the changing temperature, boosting your immune 
system in the process. Ice cold dixps boosts your libido by increasing estrogen and 
testosterone production. Happy Dippers (photos below) at Bigbury-on Sea Saturday and 
Sunday mornings before breakfast.  Current sea temperatires abut 11.deg C. 
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The Wave Project 
and Surf Therapy  

Our charity aims to improve the lives of  
children and young people by building 
in protective factors around our young 
people. We have received referrals from 
GPs, social workers, mental health 
nurses, schools etc. for young people with 
varying complex mental health challenges 
or physical disabilities.  We have used 
our evidence based, award winning ‘Surf  
Therapy’ with voluntary 1:1 adult and 
peer mentors to help these young people to 
improve their wellbeing:  

From the point of  referral, our Project 
Coordinators work with 120 young people 
and their families to reduce anxiety 
and build confidence in the lead up to 
beginning ‘Surf  Therapy’, and create 
solutions for any specialist needs.  

The Project Coordinators recruit and train  
teams of  volunteers to give 1:1 support to 
each child during the sessions so that they 
have access to an emotionally available 
adult - an intervention that has been 
proven to interrupt the progression of  
childhood adversity and trauma into more 
complex mental and physical ill health;  

The young people are initially given a 6 
week course of  Surfing where we use 
specially trained, qualified instructors 
to teach our young people a new skill 
– something that they can thrive at and 
something that challenges them physically 
and builds in fitness and self-esteem;  

The Project Coordinators and the teams 
of  volunteers and instructors support 
the young people to take risks in a safe 
environment and build resilience through 
falling and trying again. The volunteers 
have been crucial here in cheering/
encouraging/celebrating their every 
achievement - no matter how big or small;  

The Project Coordinators and their teams 
introduce them to a group of  like-minded 
peers so that they can make friends and 
build a supportive network– likewise 
for parents;  

The Project Coordinators and their 
teams introduce them to the therapeutic, 
calming but sometimes wild ocean and use 
surfing – a sport that naturally promotes 
Mindfulness, and one that they would 
never usually get to access. The many 
therapeutic qualities of  Surfing and the 
outdoors have been proven to have a 
lasting effect on these children’s wellbeing;  
  
All of  these elements of  Surf  Therapy 
enabled these young people to thrive and 
really feel like they belong somewhere, 

when they previously felt disconnected 
and lonely. In addition to this, not only 
are the young people and families on the 
courses brought into the Wave Project 
family, but members of  the community 
are upskilled in mental health support & 
become a community resource for future 
generations. These volunteers also report 
wellbeing benefits from joining the Wave 
Project family:  
  

Not only do young people get to access 
a 6-week Surf  Therapy course, they 
can progress to a long term sustainable 
‘Surf  Club’ which they can access for 
as long as they need. Once the young 
people have turned 14, they are also given 
the option to undertake training and to 
volunteer as Surf  Mentors themselves. 
This in turn can further improve wellbeing 
by learning and developing new skills, 
developing a sense of  pride and purpose 
especially from helping other young 
people who visually benefit so much from 
Surf  Therapy, boosting self-confidence etc.  
   
Feedback from Families 2020/2021
• “The wave project is an amazing 
charity that has really helped Alfie build 
confidence. Although his anxiety seems 
to get worse the older he gets he always 
returns from his surf  therapy much calmer 
and happy. The volunteers are so patient 
with him. He’s always keen to go again 
next time and it gives me a few hours 
break which is much needed.”   

• A big thank you to you and everyone 
yesterday. Apart from doing a sponsored 
walk the other week that was the longest 
Harry has been out the house.  

•  We have definitely seen a difference in 
Wen since she started, before, we were 
struggling with getting her to go to school 
but now she’s going in with no problem.    

• Emilia has benefited so hugely; her 
confidence and self  esteem have been so 
positively and noticeably impacted by 
her attendance at the sessions, and it has 
been the highlight of  her week for the past 
month. It has also greatly supported her 
transition and reintegration into school. 
• Shay hates the sand but these sessions 
seem to have reduced these anxieties. By 
the end of  the session he was jumping off  
the steps into the water which was a great 
achievement for Shay. He really enjoyed 
the kayaking and was happy to be attached 
to a tow rope as it made him feel safe. The 
instructors were very good with him.  

Katie Smith
South Devon Coordinator
The Wave Project

www.waveproject.co.uk
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Loddiswell • Kingsbridge • TQ7 4DD   01548 550338     

Super Garden Centre, Café & Shops  
 
 

Open 7 Days • Dogs Welcome   
Parking • Woodland Walks 

 

Avon Mill   

BIGBURY  GARDENERS

• Even with stricter legislation on 
greenhouse gas emissions, global 
temperature may still rise by at least 
a further 1.5 to 2.0ºC over the next 
100 years.  Average temperature is 
projected to increase in all seasons and 
across all regions of  the UK.

• There will continue to be high year on 
year variability in rainfall.

• It is likely that there will be an 
increase in the number of  dry spells, 
and this will be most pronounced 
in southern areas of  the UK, and 
especially over the summer months.

• The frequency of  very wet days will 
increase over the winter and this will 
be most pronounced in northern areas 
of  the UK

• Gardens close to the coast or located 
near estuaries may experience more 
flooding as a result of  an increase in 
the frequency and severity of  tidal 

CLIMATE CHANGE should be on 
everyone’s Agenda.  Please join Bigbury 
Gardeners Whats App Group and share 
your concerns and actions to be more 
prepared for Climate Change.  Simply 
growing more of  your own herbs, 
vegetables ans fruit will help reduce your 
carbon footprint.  Contact The Editor if  
you would like to join in. 

Here is an extract from the Executive 
Summary of  the RHS Report on Climate 
Change Implications for UK Gardeners. 

A summary of climate projections 

• Global mean surface temperature 
has increased by 0.86°C from 1880 
to 2016 and is projected to continue 
to rise.  The rate of  future increase is 
dependent on the extent to which CO2 

and other greenhouse gas emissions 
are restricted in forthcoming years.

surges, whereas gardens located 
upstream will experience an increase 
in flooding due to more frequent and 
intense fluvial flooding events.

• It is theoretically possible that in the 
future, much of  the UK could be frost 
free in some years.

Implications for gardeners

1. Warmer springs and autumns will 
extend the growing season and, 
therefore, some species will flower 
earlier and some will experience 
delayed leaf  colouring or leaf  fall. 
There will also be the need for more 
weeding, mowing and pruning.

2. A longer growing season might allow 
for a wider variety of  plant species to 
be grown. When attempting to grow 
different varieties, gardeners will face 
a continual trade–off  between a longer 
growing season and extreme weather 
events.

3. The amount of  solar radiation 

FARM GATE
Bigbury farmers have always been, and 
always will be, a very important part of  our 
local community as they are custodians 
of  the majority of  the parish which 
contributes to this AONB.  We should do 
more to respect and acknowledge their 
many and varied contributions to our 
community - and thank them for this!  
Many of  farmers are volunteer coastguards 
and fire service officers.  They help to clear 
blocked roads and pull people and vehicles 
to safety from the tidal road and causeway.. 

At the very least we should all follow the 
Countryside Code and respect the health 
and welfare of  their livestock by staying on 
public footpaths and keeping dogs under 
control - and taking dog poo home.  

Farmers nationally are focusing on how 
they can contribute to Net Zero.  It would 
be great to hear more in Bigbury News 
from our farmers who will already be 
doing their bit to help Bigbury Net Zero. 

Here is an extract from the NFU’s  recent 
publication on  “ Achieving net zero - 
meeting the climate change challenge”  

The NFU’s report makes clear that the 
2040 ambition is a national aspiration, not 
an expectation that every farm can, or will, 
reach net zero. Every farm will start the 
journey to net zero from a different place 
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• Compost your garden and kitchen 
waste. Gardeners may wish to 
compost more garden and kitchen 
waste as this provides excellent 
nutrients for the garden, but thrown 
away as household waste, it ends 
up on landfill and produces potent 
greenhouse gases.

• Adopt the 4R’s. Reduce – the use of  
resources in your garden wherever 
possible, Reuse – household materials 
and seasonal  items year on year, 
Recycle – your garden waste, plastic, 
glass and metals and Reinvest – 
help stimulate demand for recycled 
products by buying recycled items.

• Avoid wherever possible the use of  
chemicals in your garden. As a first 
choice avoid the use of  chemicals in 
the garden. If  required, use products 
with a low carbon footprint.

• Practice Integrated Pest Management 
(IP M). Adopt a combination of  good 
plant biosecurity, biological, cultural 
and chemical controls in order to 
minimise the spread of  pests and 
diseases.

• Invasive Species. Gardeners should 
ensure that their cultivated plants 
remain in the garden, and that 
legislation is adhered to during plant 
disposal          ..... continued page 17

What can you do?

• Green your living space. Trees and 
plants remove heat– trapping CO2 
from the atmosphere, reduce the risk 
of  flooding, and some species can 
even capture particulate pollution.

• Plant a diverse range of  plants in 
your garden. Earlier flowering might 
disrupt host–pollinator associations, 
so plant a diverse variety of  pollinator 
friendly plants with different flowering 
times.

• Adopt new ways of  growing. Green 
roofs and walls can result in year–
round home energy savings due to 
a cooling effect in summer and an 
insulating effect in winter. 

• Improve energy efficiency through use 
of  technologies and try to reduce the 
use of  petrol–powered tools.

• Water use and management in 
gardens. Seek water butts with a 
larger than standard capacity to 
ensure a sufficient water supply 
over the summer. Select plants and 
design strategies better suited to the 
environment.

• Avoid peat. Peat lands store 
considerable amounts of  carbon. 
Look, ask for and use peat–free 
composts. There are now some high 
quality products out there that work.

available for plant growth has 
increased by around 5% relative to 
1961–1990. This has been linked to a 
reduction in cloud cover.

4. Extreme rainfall events might increase 
the rate that nutrients, particularly 
nitrogen are washed out of  the soil. 
Therefore, the timing of  fertiliser 
application should be carefully 
considered.

5. Dry spells are projected to occur more 
often; therefore gardeners will need to 
consider methods of  capturing water 
during intense rainfall events.

6. It is expected that warmer conditions 
will favour the spread of  existing 
pests and diseases, in addition to 
aiding the establishment of  new cases. 
However, climate change will mean 
that populations of  those pests and 
diseases who exploit frost wounds, for 
example, may struggle to survive.

Even if  greenhouse gas emissions are 
reduced today, the climate will continue 
to change rapidly over the coming decades 
due to historic emissions.  Consequently, 
gardeners should be mindful that trees 
planted now might not be suited to the 
climate in 2050, for example.

FARM GATE
and will need a unique action plan. The 
first step is to assess the likely emissions 
sources on farm.

Marginal gains are vital. Activities such as 
improving livestock health, reducing soil 
compaction and well-placed shelter belts or 
windbreaks are good for farm businesses 
and also reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Many farmers will already be doing some 
of  these things as part of  their everyday 
role.

The report acknowledges that there is no 
single solution to the problem of  climate 
change, but it identifies three key pillars 
of  activity each encompassing a range 
of  measures that will help farmers and 
growers to tackle the issue at farm level. 
They are:

PILLAR 1
Boosting productivity and reducing 
emissions

Improving farming’s productive efficiency 
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions 
- enabling farming to produce the same 
quantity of  food, or more, with less inputs, 
in smarter ways. 

PILLAR 2 
Farmland carbon storage

Farmland carbon storage in soils and 
vegetation - improving land management 
and changing land use to capture more 
carbon, through bigger hedgerows, more 
trees and especially more soil organic 
matter.

www.nfuonline.com/cross-sector/environment/environment-must-read/net-zero-nfu-farm-status-indicator/

PILLAR 3
Coupling bioenergy to carbon capture, 
utilisation and storage

Boosting renewable energy and the 
bioeconomy to displace greenhouse 
gas emissions from fossil fuels and to 
create greenhouse gas removal through 
photosynthesis and carbon capture.

The NFU has devised Net Zero: Farm Status Indicator to provide an introduction to 
carbon foot-printing and focuses on the three pillars. 

This quick and easy to use online tool provides a guide to the practical measures you can 
do on your farm to reduce your agricultural greenhouse gas emissions. See link in footer. 
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We can all reduce our Carbon Footprint 
by buying local.  If  you are thinking 
of  launching a new business providing 
products made in Devon, or already do so, 
the Made in Devon initiative may be able 
to help you promote this. See their Press 
Release below:  Ed

Major new ‘buy local’ scheme supports 
Devon businesses and consumers 

Local growers, producers and suppliers in 
the county are rightly proud of  their Devon 
roots and the new Made in Devon initiative 
aims to help show what sets them apart 
from other businesses. 

The “buy local” scheme is supported by 
Devon County Council and has been 
developed by Trading Standards as part of  
the well-established Buy with Confidence 
scheme. 

The vision is for Made in Devon to become 
a major household name, building on the 
new buying habits that emerged during 
last year’s pandemic lockdown as demand 
increased for local products and services, 
with more people than ever before choosing 
to “shop local”. The tide is already 
turning – and we want to make sure Devon 
businesses ride the wave. 

It’s all about supporting local businesses to 
prosper and helping consumers to find bona 

fide local makers, growers and suppliers. 

The aims of  Made in Devon are to:

• promote consumption of  local products 
and services within Devon

• establish and promote Devon as a 
destination for quality products, including 
food, drinks, soap, furniture and a wide 
range of  other goods from our creative 
industries

• promote Devon as a source of  quality 
local suppliers and to support the 
development of  local supply chains and 
consumption

To be eligible to sign up to the scheme, 
businesses need to prove that they are 
based in Devon and wherever possible use, 
supply or produce Devon made goods. 
Anyone who applies for Made in Devon 

goes through the Buy with Confidence 
application process and if  they qualify, they 
receive all the benefits of  that scheme as 
well. 

Businesses qualifying for Made in Devon 
will have the stamp of  approval that 
confirms they are local, legal, honest and 
take fair trading seriously. They will benefit 
from being part of  a major marketing 
campaign that will promote their business 
far and wide. Membership also includes 
access to legal advice, regulatory and 
business support from qualified Trading 
Standards personnel that usually costs £80 
an hour. 

For more information about Made in 
Devon, including eligibility requirements 
and a link to apply, visit the Made in Devon 
website Made in Devon - Trading Standards 
(devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk)

MADE IN DEVON

Bigbury Parish Council has sponsored 
three Village Carbon Ambassadors for the 
7 -week on line course by Carbon Savvy.:  

Louise Wainwright (Easton), Ann Kane 
(Combe) and Keely Holland (Bigbury-on-
Sea).  We need all Bigbury villages to be 
involved.  If  you are keen to help and 
can sponsor yourself  - please join in. 
You can sign in any time for individual 
topics at £15 per topic or £79 for the full 
7 week training.  I guess if  you join after 
the course has started in 28th May - there 
could be a discount.  Ask.  

There is currently a three for one ticket 
offer for any Organisation wanting to send 
more than one person

Carbon Ambassadors course runs May 
28th – July 9th.  Friday Mornings 9-11am

With Mukti Mitchell giving course 
content and Special Guests: Satish Kumar, 
environmental activist; Peter Owen Jones, 
BBC’s ‘Extreme Pilgrim’; Penney Poyzer, 
Nottingham’s ‘Queen of  Green’; Nic 
Marks creator of  The Happy Planet Index; 
Jonathan Smith, from Farm Carbon 

Toolkit; and Barbara Haddrill, low carbon 
travel writer.

Leading Green thinkers team up to talk 
carbon reductions and enhanced quality 
of  life – yes these two can go together!  
“Good lives don’t have to cost the earth” 
says Nic Marks, creator of  The Happy 
Planet Index. 

These seven fun and uplifting sessions will 
cover the key ways our lifestyles produce 
CO2 and simple steps we can take to 
reduce our carbon footprint.  The course 
also offers tools to make it easier for you 
to talk about CO2 reductions with others, 
whether as a professional or amongst 
friends, without it becoming heavy 
weather.

Please check out the Carbon Savvy app to 
calculate your carbon footprint.  Everyone 
needs to know about this.  It is a real 
Emergency.

www.carbonsavvy.uk/

PROGRAMME

Mukti Mitchell will give the main 
course content every session, and will be 
joined by special guests.

Carbon Footprints, introduction with 
Mukti Mitchell.               28th May

Transport with Barbara Haddrill author 
of  Babs 2 Brisbane. 4th June

Shopping with Satish Kumar, author of  
Elegant Simplicity. 11th June

Holidays with Peter Owen Jones, BBC 
TV presenter of  Extreme Pilgrim. 18th 
June

Quality of  Life with Nic Marks, creator 
of  the Happy Planet Index. 25th June

Heating with Penney Poyzer, BBC TV 
presenter of  No Waste like Home. 2nd 
July

Food with Jonathan Smith, grower 
and co-creator of  Farm Carbon Cutting 
Toolkit. 9th July
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Earn up to £11,200
for converting to
renewable heat
energy.

can replace your existing system
with air source heat pump,
renewable energy technology.

Reduce your
carbon footprint

Earn money back from
government grants

Reduce your
monthly bills

Ecodan Ambassador George Clarke

Claim your no obligation consultation today!

      01803 308008      office@artizanlifestyle.com

•
•
• 
•
•
•

 01548 550400
 sales@westcountrystoves.co.uk

McBARS JARS
Continued from page 

A flighty piece if  you ask me - four feet 
high, even when she was lying down 
- and mixed up in some questionable 
transactions around the back of  Wilton’s 
Music Hall. I’m sure that stall where she 
sold her oranges was just a front. The 
Plague of  course was raging up there so 
they’d come down for the weekend.
Anyway, the teams had stopped for Half  
Time but disaster had struck. John the 
Rhymer (the ref) had forgotten to pack 
the oranges into the carriage, hadn’t he, 
when they left Ye Olde Westwaye. Where 
were the teams going to get their oranges? 
Nell, by nature, was a comfort and 
always helpful. She cut short her lunch of  
swan and hog with Chas in the Pilchard 
and saved the day! She fairly pelted out 
these Jaffas. Ye Olde Argyle won 3 - 0. 
Blinding. Read about it on Ye Facebooke. 
#henryliveplayoffe. Charles and Nell 
returned to Londinium, where things were 

about to get very hot indeed. Especially in 
Pudding Lane.

In fact, a thought just occurred to me as I 
sit here, outside the New Inn at Moreleigh, 
enjoying my smoked salmon and grouse 
lunch in the freezing rain. Time I furnished 
you all with a cocktail to ward off  the chill 
of  this unusually cold Spring. Something 
creamy in a crisis springs to mind. What 
about my Hibernation?;
Into a shaker with some ice, add 50ml 
Kahlua; 25ml Bailey’s; 25ml Amaretto and 
a great big dollop of  cream. Shake and 
strain. Any kind of  nice big glass would 
do. As long as it’s fancy.
Dear reader. You know me too well by 
now. I had five of  them. I was on the lam 
from the Fuzz for three days. Once a felon, 
always a felon and my conscience never 
seemed to bother me. My Tyrolean Dairy 
products were worshipped. They prolonged 
life and boasted enzymes which improved 
the mind. It’s a pity that Rose Owen (thank 

you Rose) had seen me buy all the milk 
from the Coop, relabel it and sell it at twice 
the price. Oh well.
Me? In the Can? A connoisseur of  the folk 
songs of  my native hills? Until we meet 
again. Remember where you heard it first 
my friends. Fare Thee well, 

Your Long Suffering Ex Barman, 
McBar 
xxx
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www.devoncommunities.org.uk/
devon-net-zero-task-force-0

BIGBURY NET ZERO (Cont from page 16)

SIGN UP 
to a weekly Mail Chimp newsletter 
about local events and alerts, via email.  
Please complete the on-line form or 
contact the editor. 

bigburydrums@gmail.com
www.bigburynews.com

 I           BIGBURY

Dog’s Mercury  
Mercurialis perennis

A common yet modest plant, often seen 
carpeting the floor of  our woodlands and 
in the base of  hedgerows.  Dog’s mercury 
can quickly colonise and spread by its 
underground rhizomes (stems). It can be 
so expansive that it shades woodland floors 
and crowds out less vigorous species.  It 
produces small flowers from February to 
April, but leaves can persist throughout the 
year.

Dog’s mercury has spear-shaped, toothed, 
fresh green leaves carried on upright stems. 
It produces a foul and rotten smell, and 
bears clusters of  small, greenish flower 
spikes in spring.  There are separate male 
and female plants (the species is dioecious).  
The flowers are born at the base of  the 
leaves similar to nettles. The flower spikes 
(about 2-4 cm long) appear between 
February and May.

Unlike the ‘true’ mercuries (Chenopodium 
species such as Good-King-Henry) of  
which Dog’s Mercury is unrelated,  Dog’s 
mercury is highly poisonous and hence 
became known as ‘False mercury’ or ‘Dog’s 
mercury’.  Ingestion of  this plant by many 
animals can lead to vomiting, jaundice, 
coma and eventually death.  The ‘dog’ in 

the name refers to either a) bad or unpleasant in reference to 
its poisonous properties or alternatively b) it looking similar 
to, but ‘lesser than’ plants in the mercury family.  

However, the news is not all bad as the species is an important 
habitat as Speckled bush cricket nymphs feed on the leaves 
of  dog’s mercury, along with other species including beetles, 
weevils, springtails and molluscs.

Henry Wainwright

BIGBURY 
NET ZERO

A new group of  people wanting to help 
promote awareness and action to ensure 
our parish can measure its contribution 
towards Net Zero.  Interested people are 
encouraged to  make contact to develop 
a strategy that will allow everyone in 
Bigbury to help make a  difference 
somehow.

Louise Wainwright         01548 810991

AVON VALLEY PROJECT
Devon Wildlife Trust 
Group of  landwonders and volunteers 
working to create wildlife corridors and en-
hance biodiversity in the River Avon Valley 
from Dartmoor to Burgh Island. 
www.devonwildlifetrust.org/what-we-do/
our-projects/avon-valley
Lynne Kenderdine                07392 865905
lkenderdine@devonwildlifetrust.org

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS

BIGBURY TREE PEOPLE
Volunteers planting trees in Bigbury, 
organising woodland walks and talks.

Louise Wainwright            01548 810991

HEDGEROW NEWS
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SOUTH HAMS’ 
LEADING 

ESTATE AGENT

Sailing ahead.

marchandpetit.co.uk

For customers who expect more 
from their estate agent.

PRIME WATERFRONT 
& COUNTRY HOUSE

01548 855590
TOTNES
01803 847979

LETTINGS
01548 855599

SALCOMBE
01548 844473

NEWTON FERRERS
01752 873311

MODBURY
01548 831163

KINGSBRIDGE
01548 857588

DARTMOUTH
01803 839190

THE PUB CAT SPEAKS

                                           FOX POO!!

Well, pusspots, is it me or is it still winter. 
The fire is burning brightly here at The 
Artful Dodger, but outside the rain is 
plunging down by the bucket-load, and 
all the gutters are teeming, brim-full to 
overflowing.  My friend Bruce, a very fine 
Persian Blue, reckons that spring is late. 
Late!  I mean.  How can spring be late?!* 
Spring is spring. Hot or cold. But Bruce 
says Nancy’s broad beans are all droopy 
because of  that big hooley last week, and 
the buzzy bees aren’t buzzing much, so 
no pollinating. Whatever that means. But 
Bruce is so clever.

But there is another spring coming.  May 
17th. Two days’ time as I write this on 
my Cat-top.  We can have people in the 
Artful Dodger again.  Real people!  It’s 
so exciting, pusspots!  Nancy and Fagin 
have been polishing the brass and cleaning 
the bar with wax until you can see your 
pussy face, and the glasses are all tinkly 
and sparkling, and the fairy lights above 
the bar all twinkling and blinking.  Fagin 
has written a big posh menu but it’s full 
of  funny stuff  – I don’t think he’s been 
very well lately!  It’s hanging above the 
fireplace. For cats, it’s paw-lickin’ good! 

Mind you, it has been a lean time for we 
moggies. With all the pubs and restaurants 
closed I couldn’t get a Steak Tournedos 
Rossini for love nor lire.  Those fresh 
truffles in a Madeira sauce with all that 
lovely creamy mash is sheer bliss.  Fagin 
does make an excellent one - Bruce is very 
excited.  But for cats, cream is the ultimate 
indulgence, and a delicious pannacotta just 
cannot be beaten for sheer divineness.

I imagine dogs are going to be very pleased 
to see the easing of  lockdown.  The poor 
things seem incapable of  organising 
their own exercise always needing to be 
taken for a walk or let off  the lead to run 
all over other people’s gardens and poo 
everywhere.

With cultural places like bingo halls, 
casinos and betting shops reopening, 
dogs tend to accompany their owners to 
such places, hanging around dimly while 
their Masters place bets and waste money 
gambling, when they could be giving it to 
their cats who would really appreciate it.

Now that hairdressers, beauty and nail 
salons, piercings and tattoo parlours also 
reopening, dog owners will be able to 
pamper their pooches in a way that we cats 
simply do not need.  Having a dog is so 
expensive, but if  you are prepared to spend 
a great deal of  money it is possible to make 
the least attractive mutt or mongrel look 
far more presentable.  A little perfume for 
a dog can be a sensible investment.  A dear 
friend of  ours was sitting with her dog 
on the sofa, only to find that its fur was 
covered with Fox poo. What a disaster! 

She had to take it in the shower and use a 
pair of  marigolds to give it a good clean. 
As you know of  course cats always clean 
themselves and we are very meticulous 
about our personal hygiene!

The most extraordinary thing has 
happened!  Two strange green boxes have 
arrived and a funny white sack.  Nancy 
and Fagan are having to go to a great deal 
of  trouble to sort everything from bottle 

tops two lollipop wrappers in two different 
boxes.  They then leave them outside the 
gate, nobody collects them, so they have 
to go out and bring them in again.  Nancy 
says it’s something to do with the council, 
but I can’t believe that. I’m sure they 
wouldn’t waste peoples money!

Have a lovely summer Pussycat friends! 
Bruce and I will see you on the beach in 
our stripey costumes! Ha, ha!

Monty ******

PS. Why don’t cats play poker in the 
jungle? 

Too many cheetahs. Ha! Ha!
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Parkdean  
holiday home

There ain’t no  
holiday home like a Stunning  

sea view 
pitches  

available

Any day can be a holiday when you own your own  
holiday home.

With stunning holiday homes for sale at Challaborough Bay 
Holiday Park, as well as affordable finance packages to suit 
any budget, investing in family time and memory making has 
never been easier.

Enquire about your holiday home today. Call 01548 600 004 
or visit parkdeanresorts.co.uk/caravans-for-sale
*Owners can holiday as often as they like within their specified holiday season and pitch agreement. Parkdean 
Resorts holiday parks are not residential parks and holiday homes cannot be occupied as a permanent residence. 
Facilities and entertainment will be available from time to time at the discretion of Parkdean Resorts and is usually 
indicated in the current Parkdean Resorts holiday brochure. 

J E N  D E S I G N

Email: jendesign71@gmail.com

Tel: 07760 557665

Graphic design to suit your 
every need ...

Artwork & Promo Leaflets
Logo Design & Branding
Posters & Brochures
Business Stationery
Motion Graphics
Typesetting
Transcription
Administration

... Get your message seen 
with Jen Design!

devoncow 
graphic design

A friendly, fast, efficient, one-on-one design service.

Helping you to get the best from your 
business or project.

• Adverts • Artwork • Banners • Branding 
• Business Cards / Stationery 

• Digital Art • Flyers • Invitations • Labels 
• Leaflets • Logo Design • Menus • Posters • Signs 

• T-Shirts • Wedding Stationery and more!

Find out what the moo can do for you!

07856 550 239 
devoncowone@gmail.com 
devoncow graphic design

Please take a mooch 
at devoncow’s facebook page. 
Regularly updated with 
the latest projects and 
creative ideas.  

✆

✉
☞
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Home Buddies
Premier Second Home Care
Thinking of  letting your holiday home? 
Free consultation service and letting advice
 • Full changeovers • Laundry 

 • Property management and key holding • Maintenance and gardening 

 • Bespoke and flexible approach  • Advice on which agents to use

Are you 100% happy with your 
changeover/cleaning team?
We are a small family business with many clients in Bigbury On Sea and 
surrounding areas. We are based in Ringmore… minutes away from Bigbury!

Please call Lesley for a friendly chat… 
mobile: 07836 329188 or email: harwood247@hotmail.com

www.let-it-out.co.uk

Gail Critchlow
07889 628514

Liz Baker-James
07388 673228

Email
info@let-it-out.co.uk

               co-hosting ~ 
The flexible approach 

to letting your holiday home

Advertising Rates 
2021 

Local, independent A4 
BIGBURY NEWS community magazine 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
66mx95m • • • 135m x 188m• 135m x 95m• • 

Colour: • Colour: • Colour:• • 
£120 per year • £240 per year • £360 per year • • • • 
£20 per month • £40 per month • £60 per month• • • • • • 
Black&White • Black&White • Black&White• •• • 
£60 per year • £120 per year • Unavailable• • 
£10 per month • £20 per month • • • 

Interested in advertising? 
Please call or email Bigbury News Editor

01548 810991
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com 

500 magazines published and delivered every month 
except January and August. 



Waterside Property
01548 830831

“They carried out a 
number of viewings 
in short succession 
which resulted in a 
swift sale.”

“Thank you for 
going the extra 
mile!”

“A great service all round, honest and realistic 
advice on valuation, regular feedback on 
viewings and progress updates through to 
completion – exactly what you want when 
selling!”

“A belated thank you to you 
for all your help and support 
in finding us our new home.”

“We just wanted to take the 
opportunity to say a big thank you to 
you all for all your hard work in selling 
our house. We really appreciated your 
friendliness, patience and that you 
work so well together as a team.”

0

5

25

75

95

100

Bigbury News 2019

16 April 2019 11:01:39
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Group accommodation with flexible indoor 
space, on the Cresta Run, TQ7 4AP.

Contact Cathy 
01548 810079 

info@bigburyholidays.co.uk 
www.bigburyholidays.co.uk

Local, organic, pasture-fed,  
yoghurt, milk & cream 

in glass (and plastic) 

from Holywell Stores 
and other local shops,  

or delivered to your door.

01548 550044

challonscombeorganics@gmail.com

Challon’s Combe Farm
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GREAT	PRIDEAUX	FARM	

Local	Organic	Beef	Boxes	

	

Delivered	to	your	door	

Tel:	01752	872	815	/	07973	427	602	

j.sherrell@btinternet.com	

Great	Prideaux	Farm,	Membland,	Newton	Ferrers,	PL8	1HP	

Aqua Hair Design
New! 

Men and boys barbering

Ladies – cutting, styling, 
perming, colouring, finishing

Call Kim and Anne to book your 
appointment on:

01548 831260

7 Modbury Court,

 Church Street,  Modbury

We look forward to seeing clients

 both existing and new

 I   

BIGBURY

SUPPORT 
FOR

LOCAL
 BUSINESSES

HAS NEVER BEEN 
MORE IMPORTANT

PLEASE 
SHOP LOCALLY
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Plumbing & Heating Service 

& Repair Boiler Replacement 

Long experience of installing and servicing 
all makes of boilers - former Worcester engineer
Covering Kingsbridge, Salcombe & surrounding area
Tony 07776 181586 • Simon 07809 555922
email: and.plumbing@hotmail.com

Oftec Number C5324     Gas Safe Number 569656

Plumbing • Heating

We are 
based in 

the South 
Hams

 

 

 

  Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
  All Hard Floor Cleaning 
  Domestic & Commercial 

Cleaning 
  Window Cleaning & Gutter 

Vaccuming 
  Ground & High Level Pressure 

Washing 
  Valeting 
  Holiday Home Changeover & 

Caretaking Packages 
Tel: 01548 854313 
Email: info@fine-shine.com 

 

Thinking of letting your 
holiday home?

With over 20 years’ experience in holiday letting, our locally-based team 

are proud to offer expert knowledge, bespoke property management 

options and consistent year-round bookings.

Contact us today to find out about the award-winning support 

we could offer you.

Find out more   |   01548 802179 
Order a free Owners Guide   |   coastandcountry.co.uk
Meet our team   |   Visit us in Salcombe or Dartmouth

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Bigbury		
Heating	&	Plumbing	

 

24	hour	callout		

 

01548	810313	
	07737	328495	
	Oil	-	LPG	-	Gas	

 

 I   

BIGBURY

SUPPORT 
FOR

LOCAL
 BUSINESSES

HAS NEVER BEEN 
MORE IMPORTANT



Guided by Jo’s Royal Navy career, the 
Halfords moved from Bigbury to New 
England, USA in January 2020. 

Some of  you may know that we decided 
quite soon after our arrival in the US to 
buy a truck camper, in the hope that it 
would give us real freedom to explore 
this huge country.  For those who are 
wondering what a truck camper is, I have 
attached a recent photo. 

However, in essence, a truck camper is 
a demountable box with a pop-up roof  
that sits in the bed of  our pickup truck. 
It affords us a comfortable bed, a sofa, 
storage, lighting, heating, a gas hob, hot 
water, a sink, an outside shower and an 
awning! Yes, it is indeed a Tardis, however 
it really is designed to encourage outdoor 
living!

So, with the Spring firmly upon us and 
Summer just around the corner, the 
Commander and the Cabin Boy have 
enthusiastically thrown themselves into 
exploring the North East of  the US at 
every opportunity.  During our travels; 
by camper, bicycle, kayak or the Mk1 
hiking boot; we have been amazed at the 
National Park and State Park systems. 
There is nothing quite like them in the 
UK. Yes, the UK has the Highlands, the 
Peaks, the Lakes, the Downs, Exmoor 
and Dartmoor, but in terms of  size, none 
of  these would be exceptional in the US. 
For example, Yosemite National Park is 
almost four times the size of  Dartmoor.

LETTER from AMERICA

ANOTHER ....LETTER from AMERICA

The famous Yellowstone National Park, 
the world’s first national park and a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, is simply 
enormous. It was established by Congress 
in 1872 “as a public park or pleasuring-
ground for the benefit and enjoyment of  
the people”. However, the 2.2 million-
acre Yellowstone doesn’t even come close 
to the USA’s largest national park, the 
remote Wrangell-St. Elias National Park 
in Alaska. It would take six Yellowstones 
to fill Wrangell-St. Elias’ 13.2 million 
acres!

The US people have President Theodore 
Roosevelt to thank for this majestic 
enterprise. Roosevelt, often called “the 
conservation president,” impacted the 
National Park System well beyond his 
term in office. During his presidency 
(1901 to 1909), he doubled the number 

of  sites within the National Park system 
and signed the Antiquities Act of  1906, 
which would become a game changer. 
The Antiquities Act enabled President 
Roosevelt and succeeding Presidents to 
proclaim historic landmarks, historic or 
prehistoric structures, and other objects 
of  historic or scientific interest in federal 
ownership as national monuments, thus 
protecting them for future generations.
With such a legacy to his name, it 
shouldn’t come as a surprise that ‘Teddy’ 
Roosevelt is one of  the four Presidents 
gracing Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial in South Dakota. 
  
Stay well friends and keep exploring.
Making memories one campsite at a time,

The Commander & 
the Cabin Boy

The other day we had a threat of  bad 
weather that was expected to lead to 
widespread power outages. In late March 
and early April we are still on the back 
edge of  winter and a prolonged power 
cut requires preparation. In my home, the 
well water, the heat pump and lighting all 
require electricity.

After ensuring an adequate backup of  
water and firewood, I checked the oil
lamps. I have two of  the old Aladdin 
mantle lamps that I use. After I left 
Bigbury I had lived for a while at an old 
farm house that had no electricity and 
had become a fan of  those lamps because 
they gave off  such a strong light. Anyway, 
I also got to thinking about other early 
lights.

My father had a carbide light on his 
bicycle that eventually became mine. I 
won’t say that it was a great light for road 
use but it did work surprisingly well when 

properly set up. I think Dad used to get the 
carbide at a small garage in Bigbury, near 
the green. You had to put several lumps
of  carbide into the bottom container on 
the lamp and fill the top reservoir with 
water. There was a screw valve to adjust 
the water so that it slowly dripped onto 
the carbide. 

That generated acetylene that would flow 
up to the light section where the reflector 
was. Once lit, it gave sufficient light to see 
where you were going but was not nearly 
as bright as modern lamps. I will claim 
that it was certainly competitive with the 
six volt electrics of  my first car, when I 
was in college. Those were powered by 
Joseph Lucas sometimes referred to as the 
“Prince of  Darkness” because of  the poor
performance of  his six volt car electrics.

As a small boy, carbide had several other 
uses (as long as an adult did not catch 
you). A favourite was an alternative 

“firework”. We got an empty, two pound, 
can of  Lyle’s golden syrup and thoroughly 
cleaned it. Then we used a hammer and 
nail to make a hole in the bottom. We 
placed one or two lumps of  carbide inside, 
spat on it a couple of  times and put the 
tight fitting lid on. Then it was placed on 
its side on the ground. It was important to 
put your foot firmly on it so that it could 
not move. 

Finally a lighted match placed near the 
hole caused the mix of  air and acetylene 
to explode, blowing off  the lid. The noise 
was similar to a shotgun going off. There 
were a couple of  undesirable mishaps that 
could sometimes occur if  you were not 
careful. They were not life threatening and 
older readers who’ve made one of  these 
will undoubtedly remember them.

David Ellis
Childhood resident of  Bigbury
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My husband and I are regular visitors to Burgh Island with our 
friends and over the years we have amassed various collectables 
connected to the Island.  A few years ago we were at an Antique 
and Collectables Fair in Harrogate when we came across two hand 
written letters by George Chirgwin to his agent in London. 

We bought them and later showed them to Deborah Clark and 
Tony Orchard the previous owners of  the Burgh Island Hotel.  
Deborah asked if  she could photocopy them, framed them and 
they are now on display outside the Chirgwin Suite at the hotel.

George Chirgwin was born in London in 1854 and started 
performing at the age of  six with his brothers known as The 
Chirgwin Family.  When he was older and performing solo as 
George H Chirgwin he used to blacken his face like a minstrel 
and according to a story he was found of  telling one day he was 
performing in the open air when a storm started.  Dust blew into 
his right eye and he wiped it with his hand and ended with a white 
patch which made the audience laugh.  He decided to keep it 
and adapted it to a distinctive white diamond shape over his right 
eye.  Because of  this he became known as The White Eyed Kaffir, 
obviously a name that couldn’t be used today.  He used to sing in 
a high falsetto voice and one of  his most famous songs was The 
Blind Boy; he also appeared in a film of  the same name.  

In 1895 he bought Burgh Island and built a wooden house on it 
for weekend parties.  It is now used as staff  quarters.  He retired 
in 1919 due to ill health and became landlord of  the Anchor Hotel 
in Shepperton.   He died in 1922 aged 67 and is buried in Barnes 
cemetery. 

I hope this is of  some interest. 
Elaine Allen

LETTERS to THE EDITOR

Photo:  
Cllr Cathy Case on site meeting with 

consultant from Eibe 
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CONSULTATIONS BEGIN on PLAY PARK REFURBISHMENT

Bigbury Parish Council has been gathering 
funding for the last four years in order to 
refurbish the Play Park at the Memorial 
Hall.  There is a continuing need to raise 
substantial funding to complete this task.
Cllrs Keely Holland and Cathy Case are 
leading this endeavour. 

Children and grandchildren of  
Parishioners and Visitors are currently 
poorly served by the dilapidated play 
equipment which is no longer fit for 
purpose.  

Our narrow lanes and high traffic use 
make it a difficult neighbourhood to safely 
teach children to ride bikes and for people 
with physical disabilities to take walks.  
The proposed all weather circular path 
forms the framework for the Play Park and 
would enable wheelchair users,  toddlers 
and young children to enjoy a walk, run 
or ride through the wildflower meadow, 
orchard and play park in safety.  

Four all weather ‘islands’ situated on the 
circuit could host adult gym equipment 
or outdoor percussion instruments with 
seating.  Business sponsors may be sought 
for this equipment and advertising space 
would be provided at each site. 

A Community Orchard is proposed at the 
far end of  the play park where volunteers 
would be needed to build living dens 
made of willow wands.  Grants from the 

Woodland Trust and support from the 
Devon Wild Life Trust would be accessed 
to provide technical support and planting 
material.  Volunteers would be needed to 
plant and Sponsor fruit trees. A windbreak 
hedge along the perimeter with the 
adjacent field would provide shelter and a 
great, safe place to pick blackberries. 

Three ‘play areas’ are proposed.  The 
fenced Toddler Play area is the priority and 
would use the existing tarmacked area at 
the far end of  the existing playground as 
a foundation for the safety matting.  This 
would be adjacent to the larger, unfenced 
area for play equipment suitable for 4 - 
12 year olds.  An fenced Multi Use Play 
Area (MUGA) could allow games such as 
tennis, netball and other ball games to take 
place.  A zip wire is a popular choice with 
both young and old parishioners who have 
been consulted. 

Indicative Costs are currently being sought 
from three companies before then end 
of  June for these ‘wish list’ components 
to provide the parish council with a 
more detailed understanding of  the costs 
involved so that priorities can be set.  

Consideration may be given to the 
appointment of  a Project Manager (paid) 
in order to take this project forward and 
ensure that momentum is energetically 
maintained to review quotes, apply for 
additional external funding and cover the 

management of  the development phase, 
and reporting to donors. 

If  you have some thoughts on the Play 
Park, this topic is likely to be on Agenda 
of  the Parish Council in the near future. - 
come along and have your say.

If  you would like to volunteer time to help 
remove redundant equipment, undertake 
some of  the land preparation, plant trees, 
make the willow dens etc - please contact 
Keely or Cathy.  See contacts last page. 
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FOR SALE

Drive Royale 
3 wheel Mobility Scooter 

Low mileage 152 miles £1300

Known affectionately as ‘Reggie’, and 
admired by all, this stylish scooter is just 
the thing to get you out and about this 

summer.

It has two speeds 4 and 8 mph and large 
16” wheels which makes it suitable for 

most terrains.
It is electric and comes with its charger 

and user manual. There is also a 
detachable headrest.

We bought it for £2600, so at half  
price it’s a bit of  a bargain for the 

independence and freedom it offers.

If  you’re interested 
telephone Janie 
01548 811122

Maximum of  20 words description, 
contact tel number and name to: 

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com 

Adverts free of charge to those who 
have made an annual donation to 
Bigbury News  Please contact Henry 
Wainwright for information about how 
to donate to our running costs.

 henry.wainwright52@gmail.com

FREE. 

Wheelchair, wheeled Zimmer frame 
with seat and hand brakes and 

four pronged walking stick.  

All used only briefly and in 
virtually brand new condition.

To avoid these items going to the 
recycling centre, please contact:

Tony Wilson  01548 810852.

SMALL ADS 
(Local Residents)

CC ll ii nn ii cc aa ll   EE xx cc ee ll ll ee nn cc ee   

 

Full Eye Health Examinations 
Contact Lens Specialists 

Retinal Photography & Macula  
Pigment Density Scan 

Glaucoma Examinations 
OCT Eye Scanning Examination 

Free Hearing Assessments 

Nigel Frost Optometrist  
3, Chene Court 
Modbury 
01548 830944 

Luxury Designer Brands 

 

Kingsbridge Eye Care  
No.1 The Promenade   

Kingsbridge 
01548 856854 

www.kingsbridgeeyecare.co.uk  

Call us today to book your appointment. 

Could you spare a few hours for 
the Modbury Caring Befriending 
Service?  Or - perhaps you feel that 
you, yourself  would benefit from a 
few hours a week from a Befriender?  
Find out more from the Befriending 
Coordinator, Sheila Harrison.  

07554 997140 or
modburycaring@gmail.com.   

You can drop in to see her on 
Wednesdays from 11.00 – 12 noon at 
the Modbury Parish Office by the 
 Co-op in Galpin Street, Modbury. 

 I   

BIGBURY

SUPPORT 
FOR

LOCAL
 BUSINESSES

HAS NEVER BEEN 
MORE IMPORTANT
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AYRES HAYNES 

Tel. 01752 408051
Email.  admin@ayreshaynes.com

Web.  www.ayreshaynes.com

ARCHITECTS
Planning advice

&
Full Architectural services

Get	yourself	
	
‘FIT	TO	GO’	
	
with	JILL’S	local	classes		
	
held	at		
BIGBURY	and	MODBURY		
	
Aerobics,	Pilates,		
and	Fitness	for	Seniors,		
open	to	locals	and	visitors.	

Experienced	qualified	instructor.	Equipment	provided.	
Friendly,	mixed,	good	value,	pay-as-you-go	classes!	

	
All	classes	cancelled	currently.	Although	restrictions	are	
easing,	due	to	personal	reasons,	Jill	will	look	to	restart	the	
classes	in	the	autumn.	For	more	information,	please	call	
JILL	on	01548	810651	or	email	jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk		
	

STAY	WELL	AND	ACTIVE,	HAVE	A	LOVELY	SUMMER	2021!	
	

COUNTRY HILL
ANIMAL SHELTER

Reg. No 1114853

01548 288001
countryhillanimalshelter.co.uk

HOUSE CLEARANCE & 
FURNITURE REMOVALS

We collect furniture donated to 
our charity for re-sale.  We need 

volunteers for our shops and 
warehouse  Donations of  cat food 
welcome in Tesco and Morrison 

stores in Kingsbridge 
THANK YOU

SIGN UP 

to a weekly Mail Chimp newsletter 
about local events and alerts, via email.  
Please complete the on-line form or 
contact the editor. 

bigburydrums@gmail.com
www.bigburynews.com



St. Lawrence BigBury preSentS

Supported By the modBury goSpeL SingerS

Saturday 31St juLy 2021 7-9pm
Swing and Sing aLong to SpirituaLS and hymnS 
performed in the jazz and goSpeL tradit ion!

in aid of St. Lawrence church tower and BeLLS fund.

t icketS in advance onLy | £12 t o incLude intervaL drink

contact jiLL guBBinS 01548 810651 | jiLL.guBBinS@homecaLL.co.uk

goSpeL 
jazz

with 
  the

pedigree 
jazzBand

	

													

	

LL  AA  VV  EE  NN  DD  EE  RR  
	

Fresh	&	dried	lavender	for	sale	
	

Wholesale,	florists,	weddings	or	
for	long-lasting,	fragrant	home	display	

	
U-pick	or	we	pick	

	
For	further	details	please	call	

07969	831	236		
	

Lavender	Farm,	Nr	Modbury	
31
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UPDATE on DOG ZONES 

This is a note of  thanks to all those people 
who responded, many months ago, to the 
request to help our community weather the 
COVID pandemic by forming the Bigbury 
Coronavirus Support Group (BCSG).    At 
that time, none of  us had any idea how we 
would be affected and, thankfully, no idea 
how long we’d have to endure!  According 
to Devon CC - as or 21st May 2021 - ‘pos-
itive cases of  coronavirus remain stable 
in Devon, with the county’s rates of  eight 
cases per 100,000 population being well 
below England’s average of  21 positive 
cases per 100,000.  Isolated outbreaks are 
still occurring in some settings, but with 
little evidence of  the virus transmitting 
within those local communities.  Rates 
are currently highest in the South Hams 
area.   Although positive cases range across 
broad age groups in Devon, case rates 
are currently highest among our youngest 
population, 0 to 19 year olds.’  Most of  the 
vulnerable groups in the population have 
now received both inoculations and should 
be well protected.   At last it seems that the 
pandemic may be drawing to a close with 
more normal life cautiously resuming.  

I have just  completed a COVID response 
survey from ‘ Devon Communities To-
gether’ on behalf  of  the BCSG and was 
reminded that I should bring you up to 

date with developments.  The BCSG of  
around 50 volunteers  was recruited via 
Bigbury News and assorted responsibilities 
(driving, shopping, telephone support, etc.) 
were agreed with each of  you,  although 
many will not have been called upon in 
practice.  Much of  the initial burden of  
ordering and delivering essential goods 
was quickly relieved by the excellent 
work of  the Holywell Stores staff  who 
processed and delivered many orders to 
individual, vulnerable households.  This 
brilliant service has continued  throughout 
the pandemic. The new home-delivery 
business models of  some of  our local 
farms also seem to have worked well and 
hopefully will survive.   Several volunteers 
(notably, Geoff  Ross) tirelessly collected 
and delivered regular medical prescriptions 
on behalf  of  a large number of  patients 
throughout the parish.    Most of  this work 
is now dormant as the COVID problem 
has subsided.    However, should the need 
arise, I have no doubt that a similar group 
could be recruited very quickly to meet the 
needs of  the community.   

For the record, communication and coor-
dination with the group and its ‘customers’ 
were conducted on behalf  of  the parish 
council by me with the help of  Cllr Valerie 

Scott - largely by phone or email contact.   
External support was provided for  specific 
problems by DCC (funding of  some public 
traffic notices), SHDC and Coastguard 
staff  (managing crowded car parks, beach-
es, etc.).    Valerie and Karen Lawrence 
also constructed some excellent maps to 
help delivery drivers locate all the diffi-
cult-to–find properties within the unnamed 
roads of  our parish.

Once again, thank you so much for vol-
unteering.   Your spirit is what holds our 
community together!

With best wishes
Stuart Watts
Coordinator 
Bigbury Covid Support Group

BIGBURY COVID VOLUNTEERS
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BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Our parish council meets on the second Wednesday of  each month, except August. 
Meetings start at 7.30 pm. Parishioners are welcome to attend. Until meetings 
resume in the Memorial Hall, they will take place via Zoom.

Bigbury Parish Council Minutes
Bigbury Drums  (Mail Chimp) weekly email newsletter will include links to Bigbury 
Community website where full BPC minutes each month can be viewed.    Minutes 
of  all Parish Council meetings can be viewed on line at the Bigbury Community 
website, funded by BPC:  www.bigburycommunity.co.uk  Minutes of  all Parish 
Council meetings can be viewed in the three parish Notice Boards at Holywell 
Stores, Unwind Salon in Bigbury and the bus shelter Bigbury-on-Sea. 

Agendas and Meeting Arrangements 
Bigbury Drums (Mail Chimp) and The Bigbury Community website will include 
posters of  all Agendas and meeting arrangements, Public Consultations, Road 
Closures etc. 

Current Planning Applications and comments deadlines
Bigbury Drums will publish direct links to the relevant sites on the South Hams 
District Council planning portal.  The applications being reviewed by the parish 
council will normally be listed in the Monthly Meeting Agenda. 

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS

CHAIRMAN Beth Huntley
cllrehuntley.bigburypc@gmail.com   

01548 810385

VICE CHAIRMAN  George Rosevear 
cllrgRosevear.bigburypc@gmail.com  

01548 831427

COUNCILLORS
Cathy Case                        01548 810079
Cllrccase.bigburypc.@gmail.com
Valerie Scott                      01548 810336
Cllrscott.bigburypc@gmail.com                            
Sharon Smith                     01548 810115
CllrSmith.bigburypc@gmail.com 
Stuart Watts                      01548 810373
CllrsWatts.bigburypc@gmail.com
Keely Holland                   01548 810891
Cllrholland.bigburypc@gmail.com

PARISH CLERK
clerk.bigburypc@gmail.com

Applications determined or withdrawn within Bigbury Parish  - February 2021 to April 2021

3365/20/VAR Little Cumery - Application to vary condition 3 (window and door details) of  planning permission 05/1621/00/F – 
Conditional approval 26 02 21.
0051/21/HHO Lincombe Barn - Retrospective householder application for external timber access, steps, flu, entrance canopy, 
rooflights and windows – Withdrawn 24 03 20 but new application made excluding external timber access and steps (1228/21/HHO).
0671/21/VAR Long Easton – Variation of  condition 2 of  planning consent 4066/17/HHO – Conditional approval 20 04 21.
0181/21/HHO Foxhole Cottage – Householder application for single storey extension – Conditional approval 15 03 21.
0028/20/HHO Lewin – Householder application for internal refurbishment and changes to the external, eaves, materials and 
fenestration – Conditional approval 01 03 21.
2069//20/HHO Seaspray – Householder application for proposed extension and alterations – Conditional approval 31 03 21
2078/20/FUL Bigbury Court Farm – Erection of  new farmhouse – Conditional approval 08 01 21.
0295/21/ARC Land at Holwell Farm – Details reserved by conditions 5, 6, 8, 18, 20 and 21 for application 4214/18/FUL – 
Conditional approval 21 04 21.

BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING UPDATE

As restrictions ease we are hoping to re-
establish our Compassionate Cafes and 
launch a new one in Kingsbridge. A venue 
has offered by one of  our Compassionate 
Friends in Kingsbridge who owns a café 
which she plans to reopen in May .
 
We are looking for Compassionate 
Friends who may be willing to offer a 
couple of  hours to support her offer of  
a space for emotional support for the 
community . The Compassionate Friends 
would provide a listening ear, a friendly 
welcome and an empathic response to 
those who have been affected by End of 
Life Issues or bereavement.  All over a cup 
of  tea or coffee in a relaxed setting.
 
This would be at a dedicated time slot/ 
maybe weekly or fortnightly within the 
café in Kingsbridge for a couple of  hours .
There would be a minimum of  2 
Compassionate Friends present at each 
session .

A refresh of  LEND and a preparation 
session will be offered to anyone who 
comes forwards as well as ongoing support 
from our team.
 
Covid Rules and guidance would apply at 
all times.
 
If  this is something you feel you may be 
able to offer time to ,we can link you up 
with our Café supporter , and arrange an 
initial meet up by Zoom to discuss further 
and give some guidance and ongoing 
support if  needed.  Please contact me if  
you think you can help in any way.
 
Or if  there is anyone you know who would 
like to support this but hasn’t attended a 
Friends session as yet, we can book them 
on one of  our forthcoming sessions.
Dates are on our website

www.stlukes-hospice.org.uk/courses/
 

 For more information contact: 

Anne Dixon
Community Development Worker
St Luke’s Hospice Plymouth
01752 964250
 
Normal working days are Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 9-5
Please contact office if  you require 
assistance outside these hours

COMPASSIONATE CAFE & COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS



Call us on: 01548 202020 | www.toadhallcottages.co.uk

Thinking of letting your  
holiday home?

Speak to your local holiday letting specialist

Looking for more from your holiday  

cottage agency? Then speak to 

award-winning Toad Hall Cottages.  

Our experienced team of property  

managers have the knowledge to 

ensure that your investment fulfils its 

potential throughout the year.  

Call us now for free and honest advice.

ANNUAL REVIEW of the 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Readers should have received a copy of  
the 12-page report of  the Neighbourhood 
Plan Review Committee with this copy of  
Bigbury News.

Sincere thanks to henry wainwright, 
Production Manager, and our wonderful 
Distribution Team for delivering THREE 
publications to everyone this month - 
Bigbury Directory, Bigbury News and the 
NHP Review.  

The Riew reminds Readers of  the 
Vision, Objectives and Policies of  the 
Neighbourhood Plan. Valerie Scott says 

“In my opinion the Plan has been 
extremely successful in stopping unwanted 
development and seeking changes to 
application where necessary.  It is taken 
seriously by most of  the officers at SHDC 
although some only seem to give it lip 
service.  I will also be sending this review 
to the District Council and SHDC officers 
to remind them of  its importance.”

If  you would like to see the Review on line 
it can be found on the Bigbury Community 
website under “Council” and then look 
under “Documents”.

www.bigburycommunity.co.uk

If  you have any comments on this 
document contact either Cllr Valerie Scot 

oo the Parish Clerk.



HOLYWELL
STORES

Amazing Value Locally
Your one-stop shop

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Holywell Stores & Post Office, St. Ann’s Chapel, Bigbury
Shop Open

Mon - Sat 7am - 7pm and  Sun 8am - 5 pm

Post Collected: Mon-Fri 3.45 pm & Sat 11.45 
amPost Office Open: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm

Free Car Parking behind the shop
Tel: 01548 810308

Email: holywellstores@outlook.com 
www.holywellstores.com

 offers start 29/01/2020-18/02/2020
      Kenco Coffee 100g PM£3.49= £2.25
      MCV Biscuit=2 for £2.00
      Kelloggs bran/k/rice krispies/coco pop white=£2.00
      Hellmanns Sqzy Mayo 430ml=£1.50
      Comfort Intense 60 wash Half Price=£2.75
      Andrex 16 roll=£6.00
      Barefoot=£5.99
      Felix & Whiskas cat food 12x100g=£3.00
      Winalot dog food 12x100g=£2.50

 
  

Post Office Hours  MON - FRI  9am to 5pm     SAT 9am to 1pm

Shop Hours:          MON - SAT  7am- to 7pm   SUN 8am to 5pm

Your help is critical for

LOCAL FAMILIES 
IN CRISIS

Covid-19 has destroyed jobs and left some people 
without the income to get through these unprecedented times.

Needs our support.
Please donate essential items to top up the Food Bank warehouse inventory so that 

they can deliver £4,000 of  Emergency Supplies every week to 140 homes 
- including very local families.

Just pick up a

READY-FILLED 
FOOD BANK DONATION BAG
in the trolley by the front door of Holywell Stores, St Ann’s Chapel

and pay for it at the till with your own shopping

£2 or £4 Bags 
You can also do this at Kingsbridge Morrisons and Tesco.

These items contribute to the Weekly Groceries to be delivered to 
Families in Crisis by Kingsbridge Food Bank

DO YOU NEED HELP?
DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO MAY NEED HELP? 

Contact the Food Bank Manager, Gerrie: 
info@kingsbridgefoodbank.org.uk      07759 683567

ALSO NEEDED - NEW Christmas gifts for adults and children 
Please drop off  Christmas Gift donations at Holywell Stores

New Fundraising Book
‘Bigbury Past & Present’
Available to order now!

A nostalgic collection of over 100 
photographs from c1890 to the present day, 
accompanied by a descriptive narrative. 

Created to raise money for the 
restoration of the Tower and Bells of 
St Lawrence Church, Bigbury. All 
profits on the sale donated to this cause.

A unique hand-bound book. 
A5 hardback format, containing 44 colour 
pages.

Book features Bigbury Parish including: 
Burgh Island, Bigbury-on-Sea, Bigbury, 
St Ann’s Chapel & Easton.

An ideal gift for those who know 
Bigbury or to add to a holiday let!

Book comes cellophane wrapped and 
includes four printed postcards!

Copies will be available to purchase in Holywell Stores,
direct or by post from Jill Gubbins : 01548 810651, 
or by emailing : bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

£19.95 (+ £3.90 P&P)

BIGBURY PAST & 
PRESENT

Nostalgic Album of  
old & modern photographs 

in aid of  
THE TOWER & BELLS 

FUND

Get your copy at 
HOLYWELL STORES

& FRYER TUCKS
& THE BEACH SHOP

henry.wainwright52@gmail.com
01548 810991

SUMMER

The sun is shining on the land
Boats are bobbing on the seas

Children play with golden sand
Kites fly merrily in the breeze

Rock pools ready to explore
While gentle waves lap the shore
The weather looks to be set fair
As seagulls glide on thermal air

Danny Grace

PLEASE 

SHOP LOCALLY




