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UP-COMING 
BPC ELECTIONS
Applicants invited

MACMILLAN 
Soups & Puds

Fri 1st March in MHall
12.30 - 2.00 pm

BIGBURY 
COMMUNITY COFFEE

fundraiser in MHall
Wed. 6th March 
10.30 to Noon

CONSERVATIVES
AGM & DINNER

Fri 8th March 6.30pm
Golf Club

SCIENCE 
ADVENTURES

Sat 9th March in MHall
11.00 am

FASHION SHOW
Thurs 14th March 6.30 pm

GOLF CLUB

AYRMER COVE 
BEACH CLEAN 
24th March  1-2 pm 

 

BigburyDrums
please         us. 



Book online at www.oystershack.co.uk 
Or telephone 01548 810876  

Milburn Orchard Farm, Stakes Hill, Bigbury, TQ7 4BE

WE'RE INTRODUCING: 

THE SHACK TASTER MENU

An 18 course extravaganza, 

celebrating everything The Shack 

and the big blue sea has to offer

Open Wednesday to Sunday 

12.00 to 3.00pm 

Friday & Saturday  

6.00pm to 9.00pm

Open Wednesday to Sunday 

12.00 to 3.00pm 

Friday & Saturday 

6.00pm to 9.00pm

TO CELEBRATE OUR 30TH BIRTHDAY THIS YEAR
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Dear Readers,

Monty and Rusty have sniffed more than 
‘the usual’ this month.  Their cold wet 
noses are tingling with the excitement in 
the air as we begin the run up to the...
Bigbury Parish Council elections!   Like 
you no doubt, they have been discussing 
local politics at their favourite lampposts 
and pubs. The Publication of Notice of 
Election will happen on Thursday 21st 
March.

Monty and Rusty are not couch pota-
toes!  Read their election promises here 
in Bigbury News.  If  they inspire you 
to do the same, Bigbury News (April 
issue) is offering a space for your election 
promises.  The closing date for Receipt of 
Nominations Wednesday April 3rd.  The 
Elections are in May.  
 

We feature the current team of  Parish 
Councillors in this issue and hear from 
them about why they volunteered for this 

Contributors: Stuart Watts & Fiona Barker 
(Bigbury Bio Blog), Norman Botton & Trish 
Bagley (Take a Walk on the Wildside), 
Richard Matthews (Parish Minutes), Dilys 
Doughty (Culture Club) Valerie Scott (Neigh-
bourhood Plan), Marlene Johnson (Nineteenth 
Hole), Alice Taylor (Hedgerow News), Matil-
da Pitt (Waves Youth Club), Rusty (ODA 
Agent) and Monty (The Pub Cat) and The 
Old Cockerel (Weather Watch) 
Event Reporters: Sally Watts and Charles 
Harrington, Michael Tagent, Hazel Osborne, Jean 
Wright and Yvonne Klidjian.  
Photo credits:
Louise Wainwright, Henry Wainwright, Alice 
Taylor and Marlene Johnson.

LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR

FREE COPIES
Bigbury News - to 450 homes in Bigbury 

DONATIONS
Welcome all year round

Cheques ‘Bigbury News’ post to 
The Editor, Bigbury News, Long Easton, 

Easton, TQ7 4AN.
or  ask Treasurer for BACS details

SUBSCRIPTIONS
2nd class post to UK mainland 

£30 per year (10 issues - colour version)
bigburynewseditor@gmail.com

01548 810991 

HOLYWELL STORES 
free copies

FREE DOWNLOADS
https://bigburydrums.wixsite.com/bigbury-

drums

DISCLAIMER
Bigbury News and Editor cannot be held responsible 
for any loss or inconvenience caused by any inaccurate 
information contained within this magazine. Please 
contact the relevant party directly to confirm the details 
of  any information or event. Inclusion of  a business 
advertisement does not imply a recommendation by 
Bigbury News or the Editor. Please take up references of  
previous clients or customers before enlisting the services 
or products advertised herein. 

APRIL edition

PLEASE
Can all contributors help the Editor 
by sending in the FINAL copies of 
posters and reports by the COPY 
DATE. This provides enough time 
for proof  reading and relieves some 
pressure on our volunteers!

Thank you for your cooperation.

15th MARCH

Late submissions will be omitted 
in the hard copy Bigbury News 
but will be posted in the revised 
editions of  Bigbury News on the 

Bigbury Drums website.  
Readers will be alerted to the 

digital update in the weekly Mail 
Chimp Bigbury Drums weekly 

newsletter and on Bigbury Drums 
Facebook.

role.  Parish councillors are a dedicated 
group of  local people who care about what 
happens here.  There is one vacancy due 
to Hannah Getley’s resignation.  Do you 
care?  Are you thinking of  throwing your 
hat into the ring?  Please send Bigbury 
News your Letter to Bigbury by March 
15th revealing your credentials and ambi-
tions for this role.  Your letter will appear 
in the April issue. The chance only comes 
up once every four years. 

The Calendar in Bigbury News magazine 
has been removed to make more space for 
features and adverts. This  avoids repeti-
tion of  information in the Memorial Hall 
Report and associated adverts and oppor-
tunities for mistakes.  Please subscribe to 
the weekly Mail Chimp email with all the 
full colour posters of  events by sending 
your email contacts to: 

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com 
You can also see all the events and a 
Google calendar of  events on the Bigbury 
Drums website. 

Louise Wainwright
Bigbury News &
Bigbury Drums Editor 

PLEASE DONATE
to BIGBURY NEWS 

Help to cover the costs of  
publication of  this 

FREE MAGAZINE

Please contact the Treasurer, 
Henry Wainwright, to find out 

how to do this.
henry.wainwright56@gmail.com

THANK YOU
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BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together

MEMORIAL HALL EVENTS (March 2019)
St Ann’s Chapel TQ7 4HQ

As you are probably aware the month-
ly coffee mornings have now moved to 
the Memorial Hall. We do hope our 
faithful band of  supporters will still 
come up from Bigbury on Sea perhaps 
making this their Post Office or shop-
ping day.

At the coffee mornings there will be 
a raffle, guess the weight of  the cake 
or number of  sweets in a jar. Sale of  
books, Phoenix cards, bric-a-brac, 
jewellery, silk wares, homemade cakes 
and savouries.

On Wednesday 6th March we will be 
supporting Modbury Caring so we 
look forward to seeing you between 
10.30 and noon. Next month we will 
be supporting Hope Cove Lifeboat on 
Wednesday 3rd April please put the 
date in your diaries!

Jean & Yvonne.

Recent fund raising:
December 2018*  £685
Church Restoration

* Total for 2018 was £2,211

BIGBURY COMMUNITY
COFFEE MORNING

 

HISTORY SOCIETY AGM
Thurs 4th April , 7.15 pm
Memorial Hall  £2.50
Bigbury on Sea - then and now 
Archive photographs. 

Our most recent event was the latest in our series of  Film and Food Nights on February 
7th. The film this time was Finding Your Feet, an English romantic comedy with a 
great cast, including Imelda Staunton, Timothy Spall, Celia Imrie and Joanna Lumley. 
These nights are always popular and 36 people enjoyed the film, after a delightful Mo-
roccan meal supplied by Kate @ Folly.

Our next event is Science Adventures – a Coppice Theatre production on Saturday 
9th March at 11.00am.  This is a Villages in Action sponsored performance which will 
appeal to 5–12 year olds and their families and should be really entertaining.  Using 
specially designed interactive technology, storytelling, puppets and music, a band of  
scientists create a highly imaginative and enjoyable show.  It coincides with National 
Science week begins on 9th March so fits in really well.  Tickets available from Holywell 
Stores - see poster for details.

On April 26th, jazz makes a welcome return to the Hall in the from of  the Charlie 
Earnshaw Trio.  Charlie – on saxophone – and his talented bandmates perform a super 
mix of  jazz and swing guaranteed to get your feet tapping.  Check out their website 
www.charliesax.co.uk   A poster will appear in next month’s Bigbury News.

Finally, at a recent Committee meeting the idea of  starting up a regular table tennis ses-
sion was mooted.  If  anyone fancies getting involved in this, please get in touch. It would 
be very useful to gauge what interest there would be. 

Charles Harrington
Tel. 810023.
Email charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk
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BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together

ATTENTION

Advertisers and Events Organ-
isers may be able to promote 
themselves better if  they use the 
services of  our local graphic 
designer -  Karen Lawrence 
who is ‘Devon Cow’.  Please see 
poster   (below)). 

Karen has very reasonable rates 
for Bigbury News customers. 

Why not - give her a call.  

50 :100 CLUB
TICKETS AVAILABLE 

until end of May

You are invited to join in and con-
tribute to the running costs of  the 
Memorial Hall.  If  you purchase any 
of  the remaining tickets your name 
will be entered into the monthly draw.  
Tickets will be available until the end 
of  May.  Half  of  the proceeds go to 
the Memorial Hall and half  are used 
for cash prizes. 

Tickets cost £10 and are available 
from Holywell Stores. 

Last year there were no tickets left as 
they were all sold, this year we have 
some left. If  you buy a ticket for £10, 
you will be entered into the remaining 
draws.

Dane Vanstone
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES

ARTS SOCIETY 
KINGSBRIDGE

Meetings in Kingsbridge Methodist 
Hall,   100 Fore St .  TQ7 1AW
Weds 7.30 pm & Thurs 10.30 am
Visitors always welcome on payment of  
£8 which includes tea/coffee.

March 2019   Weds 27th/Thurs 28th
Stories in Stained Glass  Speaker Susie 
Harries.  Susie’s talk looks at the stories 
that stained glass can tell; that can be 
used to play politics, bribe bishops, 
recruit soldiers and tell jokes. She will 
include stories that relate to our area: 
our saints and our sinners!

April 2019 Weds 24th/Thurs 25th 
Zaha Hadid - Architectural Superstar 
Speaker Colin Davis  Colin will tell the 
story of  her career from the visionary 
projects of  the 1980’s, through the years 
of  frustration when her designs were 
considered impossible to build, to the 
prolific crop of  successful projects built 
all over the world in the last decade of  
her life.

Visitors always welcome on payment of  
£10 which includes tea/coffee.
Further details from Gill Markham at 
gill.markham@talk21.com  or  01548 
724 364 or 07831 448 203
Gill Markham

BIGBURY LADIES
Pam Trundle                            01548 810719                               

BIGBURY BOOKWORMS
Hazel Osborne  (temporary contact)                                                      

MEMORIAL HALL CHAIRMAN
Charles Harrington   
charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk    01548 810023

BIGBURY COMMUNITY 
COFFEE MORNING
Yvonne Klidjian and Jean Wright
yvonneklidjian@btinternet.com                                      
01548 810029

HISTORY SOCIETY
Charles Harrington                  01548 810023

BRIDGE
Jan Lucas                                 01548  810335

SOCIAL GROUPS                    BIGBURY 
                 BOOKWORMS

 BIGBURY BOOKWORMS

Our February meeting was hosted by 
Liz Edwards and that always means a
delicious cake!!  We discussed “Tom-
bland” by C. S. Sanson which is a book 
set in Tudor times about the Peasant  
rebellion in Norfolk - a subject none of  
us knew very much about.   We found 
the book very long and also very heavy! 
But with one exception we enjoyed it.  
It was well written and very descriptive 
with interesting characters.

Liz’s choice for this month’s reading is 
“The Librarian” by Sally Vickers and
a back-up “The Couple next door” by 
Shari Lapena.

Our next Meeting will be at Hazel’s 
house on March 6th.

Hazel Osborne

BIGBURY LADIES

BIGBURY LADIES
PROGRAMME 2019 *

20th Mar  IKEA, Exeter .     
17th Apr  Anthony House, Cornwall
15th May Dartington Hall 
19th Jun   River trip Totnes to Dart-
mouth
17th Jul    Mt Edgcombe (via Cremyll 
Ferry)

21st Aug   Helen Smith’s: 
     Bring a plate lunch
18th Sep   Overbecks, Salcombe
16th Oct   Avon Mill for lunch
20th Nov  Sloop Inn, lunch
11th Dec  Christmas lunch at 
                 St Elizabeth House.
* Subject to change

Bigbury Ladies usually meets up at 
Helen Smith’s home in Bigbury (about 
10.30 a.m. – 11.15) and then proceeds 
on the outing in shared vehicles. All 
ladies from the Bigbury area most wel-
come. Very informal group of  ladies 
who like to meet up for a natter once 
a month.  Contact any of  the usual 
members for more information:  
Helen Smith, Chrissy Curgenven, 
Rose Owen, Lynn Hiscock etc.

Pam Trundle  Tel: 801 719

Why don’t you consider whether you 
could spare a few hours per week in 
2019 for the Modbury Caring Be-
friending Service?  Or - perhaps you 
feel that you, yourself  would bene-
fit from a few hours a week from a 
Befriender?  The giving and receiving 
of  the gift of  friendship is the fabric 
of  a strong Community.   It’s equally 
important that Befrienders are invited 
into homes - as it is that people volun-
teer to be Befrienders.  Both benefit.
Find out more from the Befriending 
Coordinator, Sheila Harrison.  Shei-
la’s contacts: 07554 997140 or mod-
burycaring@gmail.com.   You can 
also drop in to see her on Wednesdays 
from 11.00 – 12 noon at the Modbury 
Parish Office by the Co-op in Galpin 
Street, Modbury.  

http://modburycaring.org.uk
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
WAVES - YOUTH CLUB

NINETEENTH HOLE

WAVES CLUB REPORT

During the winter months, we have been 
playing games like dodgeball, tag, sharks 
and lifeguards and the table game. This 
involves the capture of  the trophy using a 
combination of  running, throwing, dodge-
ball and hiding. 

We have an indoor hockey set, mini 
goals, table tennis, and a mini pool table. 
We sometimes do crafts including clay, 
jewellery, painting, mosaic, tie-dye and 
marbling - and mum practices some of  
her school science activities like projectile 
launches!

In summer when it stays light, we often go 
outside and make use of  the football field 
and park. We play football, rounders, tag 
and more. We are looking to make use of  
a local greenhouse so we can do gardening 
as well. We will be making newspaper and 
loo roll flower pots to plant our seeds in 
and later we will be making bug hotels, 
butterfly feeders and hopefully nest boxes 
too. 

By Marianne Jackson

About Waves Youth Club

Bigbury Youth Club was launched in late 
2016 to give the youth of  Bigbury and the 
surrounding villages the opportunity to 
meet up socialise and enjoy a variety of  
activities.  As well as the regular activities 
such as parachute games, rounders, pool, 
craft and baking we have had some fantas-
tic parties, some professional hula-hooping 
and they even won a prize at the 2016 
Modbury Carnival. 

The club has 12 to 16 regular attendees 
- with a few extra on occasion. They are 
aged between 8 and 12.

Led by local business woman and mother 
of  four, Louise Pitt, the youth club also 
has two regular helpers.  Geoff Edwards 
from Bigbury village who is fantastic 
at football and teaching pool.  Juliette 
Jackson, local mother of  2 and Director of  
Seadream Education who enjoys running 
science based activities.  Waves welcome 
others to the team who can bring a new 
activity to the club.  Regular helpers need 
a Disclosure Barring Service certificate 
- which Waves will help any new team 
members to obtain.  Please get in touch 
and join in the fun!

Youth club entry is a voluntary contribu-
tion of  £1 per child.  It runs in Bigbury 

Memorial Hall on a Tuesday between 5.30 
-7.30 pm during term time.

A small tuck shop is offered for the kids 
to buy themselves a snack (crisps, biscuits, 
fruit ). Between 20p - £1 pocket money is 
recommended for this. 

The current children that attend come 
from Modbury, Aveton Gifford and  
Kingsbridge primary schools.  

New members are WELCOME! 

Contact: Louise Pitt
louiseapitt@gmail.com
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Our 2019 Captains were blessed with a 
dry, albeit very cold, day for their 2019 
Drive In.  A lot of  fun was enjoyed on the 
first tee, with many tricky embellishments 
for their first drive.

“Driving in” were Rob Luckens, the Men’s 
Captain.  Rob has been a stalwart Bigbury 
member for many years, and was also a 
Board Member for several years.  Rob has 
nominated the Triangle Outreach Drop in 
Cancer Support Centre Kingsbridge as his 
Charity.  Jane Wain, the Ladies Captain.  
Again, Jane has also been a member for 
several years, and has been a member of  
the Ladies Section Committee.  Jane is 
also a qualified England Golf  Rules Refer-
ee, and has contributed many very useful 
Rules sessions over the recent years.  Jane 
has nominated Macmillan Cancer Support 
as her Charity, which links well with the 
Kingsbridge Triangle Centre.

Dave Bogue, Seniors Captain.  Dave is 
also a long standing member of  the Club 
and has contributed to the Club is many 
ways.   He is following in the footsteps of  
his son, James, who was the Juniors Cap-
tain in 1999.  Dave has nominated Devon 
Air Ambulance as his main Charity, but 
says that the Seniors will also contribute 
to both Rob and Jane’s Charities, as well 
as the NSPCC.   The Bigbury Seniors 
have supported the Devon Air Ambulance 
over many years. Jessica Leach, Juniors 
Captain.  Jess was appointed the Juniors 
Captain for a two year period, and 2019 
is her second year.  Jess says she has 
many ambitions, but one is for the golf  

Juniors to have fun during the year.  Jess 
is a member of  the Devon County Juniors 
Squad and all at Bigbury are very proud 
of  her.   All the Captains confirmed they 
are looking forward to their year and have 
ambitions to continue working together 
and to contribute to the Club’s ongoing 
success.   During their presentations, the 
four Captains formally announced and in-
troduced their Vice Captains and these are 
Paul Kingwell, Jane Rickman, Mike Heath 
and Graham Smith. 

Bigbury members were out in force for the 
Drive In, welcoming the new Captains and 
wishing them all good luck and a most suc-
cessful year.  The Clubhouse and first tee 
were packed with people turning out for 
the traditional Drive In.  An 11 hole com-
petition was enjoyed following the Drive 
In; there were some very good scores.

All in all this was a super day at the Club, 
alongside some good golf, and a great 
start to 2019. It was a great week for Dave 
Bogue, the Seniors Captain, who had a 
hole in one in his first competition.
Marlene Johnson

Rob Luckens, Jessica Leach, Jane Wain and 
Dave Bogue. (left to right)



LETTER from MINISTER at ST LAWRENCE

     FILLING STATION  
In need of  spiritual fuel?  Top-up here.

Thursday 21st March  2019 
at 7.30 to 9.00 pm 

Speaker: Rosemary Piercy
Topic: How to overcome temptation

Thursday 18th April  2019 
at 7.30 to 9.00 pm 

Speaker: Jose de Silva
Topic: What it means to be 

a child of God

The Filling Station is a new informal 
way of  expressing the Christian faith 
using local mid-week monthly celebra-
tion meetings in a cafe-style setting. In 
a relaxed and friendly atmosphere with 
tea, coffee and cake.  We have a worship 
time and a speaker. Prayer Ministry is 
always available.   

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 
Filling Station is an inter-denomination-
al fellowship which hopes to benefit the 
local church. 
Gil and Kate Snook  
01548 810017

HELPING HANDS 
NEEDED

More people are needed for cleaning 
the church at Bigbury.  A few times per 
year would be much appreciated.  
Let Pat know if  you’re able and will-
ing. 
Pat Holness
810116
holness313@btinternet.com

ST LAWRENCE CHURCH, 
ELECTORAL ROLL

This year, under the Church Representa-
tion Rules, we have to prepare a new 
Church Electoral Roll. This means that if  
you wish join us on the electoral roll of  St. 
Lawrence you have to fill in a form which 
you can get from myself, the church or go 
online www.exeter.anglican.org  Go to 
documents and scroll down to electoral 
roll application form. It is required by 
the CRR to post the electoral roll, which 
includes your name and address, in the 
church entrance.

St. Lawrence is a very important part of  
our community, supporting all those that 
live here, spiritually, socially and in prac-
tical ways.  To sustain the church we need 
to have your support. This can be in many 
ways, attending church, financial giving 
(we have to pay for heating, insurance, re-
pairs etc.), helping us by being on rotas for 
cleaning, flowers, or occasionally helping 
with small repairs and maintenance. Im-
portantly we also need you to let us know 
if  anyone in the parish is ill and/or needs 
help socially or spiritually. 

By being on the Electoral Roll it shows 
your commitment and I do hope you will 
consider re-joining or joining us.  Please 
can you return the form to the church 
where there is an envelope or drop it in to 
me at the address below before 9th March 
2019Thanking you in anticipation for your 
support.
Cathy Harrington
Church Electoral Roll Officer
1,Bigbury Court, TQ7 4AP tel:  810023
Email: cvhphysio@yahoo.co.uk 

INVITATION

The Parochial Church Council  will be 
holding its AGM on the 7th April 2019.  

It will be held at St Lawrence Church 
Bigbury at 7 pm.  We will be voting in a 
new committee that evening.  
Please come along and find out what is 
happening.
We look forward to seeing you there.  

Refreshments provided.’

Lynn Hiscock
Secretary Parochial Church Council
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              AVETON GIFFORD

Tues 5th March 7 pm
 LIVE JAZZ

 HOT FINGERS with EMILY CAMPBELL      

                        MODBURY
   Thurs 7th March 7 - 9.30 pm
   DEVON RURAL ARCHIVE
     KILLERTON BYGONES

 
KINGSBRIDGE 

Fri 15th March 9.00 am - 2.00 pm
      A BIG BREAKFAST

KINGSBRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH

RINGMORE
    Sat 16th March  7.30 - 10.00 pm

     RINGMORE QUIZ

                       KINGSTON
              Sat 16th March  7.30 pm
                  St Patricks Fundraiser 
               Cardiac Risk in the Young

               MARLBOROUGH
                 26th - 30th March
                Amateur Dramatics
                 GUYS & DOLLS   

See posters on Bigbury Drums for details of  events on nearby.
SIGN UP to receive Bigbury Drums by email 

by sending your email contacts and name to the Editor
bigburydrums@gmail.com

BIGBURY CARES
CHARITY UPDATE 2019

Please can all fund raisers provide Big-
bury News with the total monies raised 
in 2019 at their events for inclusion in 
the Bigbury Charity Barometer.  Thank 
you. Please contact the Editor

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
810991

My parents Pam and Terry Maltby have 
just returned back to Folly Hill, Bigbury 
to the place they call home after living in 
Whitstable Kent for 9 years. Please could 
you give them a warm welcome back. 
Stephen Maltby ( their son )

WELCOME HOME!

CLUBS & SOCIETIES

HISTORY SOCIETY

MARCH - 1936
Rector - Rev A.R.W. Law

Our Memorial Service for King George 
was well attended, and how could it have 
been otherwise, when we all realised 
that we had not only lost our King, but a 
friend who had never spared himself  to 
serve his people.  When the Archbishop 
of  Canterbury told us in such a telling 
way something of  King George’s inner 
life and his simple religion, didn’t it make 
us feel how good it would be for us if  we 
followed his example by serving others 
more and worshipping God more than 
we do. While that feeling is still with us 
why not make a fresh start in Lent by 

resolving to serve others more and attend 
our Church for worship at least once every 
Sunday, and so the better prepare ourselves 
for our Communion on Easter Day. 

On Wednesday, February 5th, in our 
parish church, Reginald Brimacombe and 
Violet Wakeham were joined together 
in Holy Matrimony in the presence of  
many relatives and friends. The service 
was choral and the bells rang our merrily 
as the bride and groom made their way 
to the wedding breakfast.  Both bride and 
groom were members of  our choir, and the 
bridegroom as also one of  our ringers.  On 
the Sunday before the wedding they were 
presented after Evensong with a handsome 

clock and the best wishes both ringers and 
choir for their future happiness.  We wish 
them every prosperity. 

A successful Whist Drive and Dance was 
organised by Mr. and Mrs. Hollett for 
the South Devon Hospital on Thursday 
13th February when £3 1s 0d was real-
ised.  We thank all who gave refreshments 
and prizes and so contributed to the 
success of  the evening. 

BAPTISM
February 9th - 

Helen Elizabeth Margaret Wroth

Extract from Woodleigh Deanery Maga-
zine - courtesy of the History Society
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KINGSBRIDGE JAZZ CLUB
LIVE MUSIC

(Normally) first Tuesday every month

Fisherman’s Rest
AVETON GIFFORD

doors open 6.30, start 7.30 pm

NON-MEMBERS WELCOME 

  Tues 5th March
HOT FINGERS with
EMILY CAMPBELL

kingsbridgejazzclub

Toupees, Slug-pellets & Monkey-Puzzles! 
It’s Spring!

Well, well pussypots. February already, 
and the wild winds are howling and 
shrieking about us, here at the Artful 
Dodger pub. It is fur-flyingly freezing, the 
rain is like icy stair-rods, and the hurri-
cane blew Fagin’s toupee into the Monkey 
Puzzle tree across the car park. Oh, how 
we giggled – even Nancy!  Fagin’s head is 
so shiny without his wig. He was ever so 
grumpy! The toupee got hooked on the 
funny triangle-shaped spiky leaves of  the 
tree. 

The ‘Monkey Puzzle’ tree is from Chile, 
and it was given the name of  ‘monkey 

puzzle’ by the Victorians who thought apes 
would be puzzled trying to climb its spiny 
spiralling branches.  Bruce and I never 
climb it, although it does have an exqui-
site scent in the summer; if  you rub your 
neck against the yellow catkins you get 
this gorgeous perfume and a good scratch 
as well! Ha, ha! Let us dream of  summer.  
Last year on March 1st we had that big 
blizzard!  Do you remember?  Bruce and I 
put on woolly hats and gloves and played 
snowballs with Bullseye, the pub dog!

Ah, the scent of  spring!  But, did you know 
that springtime is the most dangerous time 
for cats?  Yes, really.  Cats love gardens but 
please be careful if  you use those horrid 
slug and snail pellets, or cocoa shell mulch. 
They can attract cats and contain the same 
toxic ingredient as chocolate!  Yes, choco-
late is poisonous to cats, so we will never 
steal your Milk Tray treats.  But kittens do 

THE PUB CAT SPEAKS
not know this!  So children, don’t feed your 
cat sweets!  If  your moggy starts twitching 
or having muscle spasms, call the vet at 
once!

Ah, well. I am sitting comfortably on 
a cushion, in front of  a roaring fire of  
driftwood, while writing this on my new 
Casus Cattop computer.  My friend Bruce 
– a very fine Persian Blue – bought it for 
Christpuss!  It is a wonderful little machine 
– it has a screensaver of  Bruce laying on 
his back on a pink cushion, wearing noth-
ing but the new blue bowtie I bought him, 
while covering his modesty with a copy 
of  the Bigbury News!  Ha!  Perhaps dear 
Louise will use it as the centrefold in next 
month’s edition! There’s always room for a 
little glamour, don’t you think?

Anyway, excitement, excitement darlings! 
Bruce and I are going to have tea with 8



HAVE YOU BOOKED  A TABLE 
at any of  our great local pubs or 

restaurants on 

MOTHER’S
DAY

(31st March) 

See adverts in 
Bigbury News for telephone numbers.

Burgh Island Hotel should also have re-
opened by Mother’s Day!

BIGBURY NEWS TEAM

THANK YOU!!

PRODUCTION MANAGER

Henry Wainwright kindly took the 
reigns last month when I was called 
away on granny duties. He printed 
Bigbury News on the spaceship printer. 
With the help of  Angie and Sharon, 
the February issue was ready for Dane 
and Hilary to collect.  Maggie was 
abroad so was not able to help this time 
round.  Thanks to all for getting behind 
Bigbury News. 

In case you were thinking of  volunteer-
ing for the role of  Production Manager 
- it’s too late.  Henry has volunteered 
to do this for us.  He will now be our 
Treasurer and Production Manager as 
well as occasional Reporter!  Thanks 
Henry.

DOWNLOAD your free LOCAL 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY from 
the BIGBURY DRUMS website. 
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Rusty – the barking Bigbury parish pooch.  
The parish council elections are approach-
ing and, you’ll never guess. Rusty and I are 
going to be candidates in our own election! 
Yes! And did you know that the US state 
of  Massachusetts has the highest popula-
tion of  cats, while Devon is full of  dogs? 
Ah, but what do dogs and cats think about 
politics?  Are we all Demo-cats or Re-pup-
licans?!

More next time, pusspots!
Monty

SUMMER OPENING 
from 27 March 
WED - SAT 
10.00 am to 6.00 pm



Primrose and violets

Both are descriptive of  colours, they look 
fabulous together, both can symbolize love 
and they can both also have white varie-
ties.

Primrose (Primula vulgaris) is called Prima-
vera in Spanish, very aptly also the word 
for spring.  Derived from the Latin ‘prima 
rosa’, meaning ‘first rose’ of  the year, it is 
the county flower of  Devon.  April 19 is 
Primrose Day, which falls on Good Friday 
this year.  This also happens to be the 
anniversary of  the death of  Prime Minister 
Benjamin Disraeli and it was his favourite 
flower.  Tradition has it that primroses 
were used to make “Pasche” eggs and to 
decorate churches at this time.  They were 
also used to heal yellow jaundice, skin 
complaints, ring-worm, burns and scalds.  

Dog Violets (Viola riviniana) are delicate 
and often hide under their leaves, making 
them hard to see, and in turn the colour 

violet is one of  the hardest for the human 
eye to distinguish.  The description ‘Dog’ 
means that it lacks scent, as opposed to 
the sweet variety.  During the Middle Ages 
monks called violets a Herb of  the Trinity 
because they have three primary colours.  
It has been used against cancer and the 
juice from boiled violets was used for 
headaches.  

Don’t try any of  these at home unless you 
really know what you’re doing!

Virgins promised when I died,
That they would each primrose-tide
Duly morn, and evening, come,
And with flowers dress my tomb.
Having promised, pay your debts,
Maids, and here strew violets.

An Epitaph Upon A Child, 
Robert Herrick (1591 – 1674)

Alice Taylor

By the time you read this the season 
of  hedge trimming will have finished.  
Traditionally the idea was only to touch 
a hedge (trim, layer) when there was R in 
the month (September through to April).  
However the law now states hedge trim-
ming cannot be done from 1 March until 
31 August primarily to avoid the breeding 
season of  birds as they might be nesting 
in the hedgerows.  The importance and 
significance of  Devon hedges has now 
greater much greater appreciation and this 
is thanks to organizations like the Devon 
Hedge Group who state “Devon’s hedges 
are world class!  They are of  great histor-
ical importance, define the county’s beau-
tiful farmed landscapes, and support an 
immense amount of  wildlife.”  The Devon 
Hedge Group  helps people to appreciate 
and understand this and their aim is to en-
sure that Devon’s amazing hedges remain 
intact and healthy for future generations 
to enjoy.  Find guides on their web site in-
cluding all the regulations that now govern 
our hedges. http://devonhedges.org/

It is widely appreciated that without farm-
ers we would have no hedges.  Therefore 
hedge trimming is just part of  the modern 
way of  looking after the hedges.  In the 
past they were an essential part of  farm 
management which include country skills 
such as hedge laying, designed for keep-
ing cattle and sheep in or out of  fields.  
Although wire fencing has to some extent 
taken over this role, many hedges remain 
as important living fences and they are in-
creasingly valued for other agricultural rea-
sons, such as providing shelter and shade 
(especially important with climate change), 

conserving soil, and increasing numbers 
of  pollinators and predators of  crop pests.  
Sadly the Devon Hedges group reports 
only about 40% of  Devon’s hedges are 
currently in a healthy state.  Mechanical 
trimming though the most effective option 
does create gaps at the bottom of  hedges as 
trimming gets higher and higher.  A plant 
never grows downwards to fill that gap at 
the bottom.  The law tries to protect our 
hedges including endangered species.  The 
Plymouth Pear (Pyrus cordata)  is one of  
the UK’s rarest trees found around Plym-
outh and Truro.  Plymouth pear has an 
in-built control mechanism (called self-in-
compatibility) which prevents inbreeding - 
it produces very little viable seed.  This has 
resulted in it becoming one of  our rarest 
trees.  There are also protected lichens in 
our Devon hedgerows including the Gold-
en hair lichen (Teloschistes flavicans).  

The major challenge farmers now face is 
how to make hedges pay for themselves on 
the modern farm – to generate savings or 
even an income, rather than being a finan-
cial burden.  It is normally the responsibil-
ity of  farmers and landowners to maintain 
hedges and trees growing beside public 
highways, including roads, footpaths and 
other public rights of  way.  Under The 
Highways Act 1980, they must ensure that 
growth does not obstruct visibility, road 
signs or street lights, easy passage or user 
safety.  Managing them for wood fuel is 
one solution but certainly, there is no easy 
options in the tough economic climate 
farmers and landowners now face.

Henry Wainwright

OUR HEDGEROWS

HEDGE CUTTING

Whether or not you believe in climate 
change 2018 was certainly a year of  ex-
tremes.  

One of  the symptoms of  climate change 
according to the scientists is that there are 
more extreme weather events.  Firstly, 2018 
was much drier than the average year with 
853 mm of  rain during the year, which was 
15% less than the 30-year average.  

However, the monthly fluctuations were 
dramatic as the graph (opposite) shows.  
March, November and December were 
above the average rainfall whilst five 
months (February, May, June, September 
and October) were much drier.  June was 
truly glorious with only 5 mm of  rain and 
temperatures on average 2 deg C above the 
monthly mean.  

Of  course, few can forget the snow of  
February and March which caused a late 
spring.  Temperatures of  – 4 deg C were 
recorded in both February and March 
whilst July weighed in with a maximum 
temperature of  30.1 deg C.

The Old Cockerel
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Local family business. Changeovers Fri & Sat. Laundry. Management. 
Key holding. Spring cleans. For a friendly chat about a tailor made 
package to suit your needs - give Lesley Harwood a call.

Primroses  
by Alice Taylor

Dog Violets 
by Alice Taylor

Golden hair lichen 
(Teloschistes flavicans).
Lundy Field Society
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BIGBURY WATCH
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PLEASE DONATE
to BIGBURY NEWS 

Help to cover the costs of  
publication of  this 

FREE MAGAZINE

Please contact the Treasurer, 
Henry Wainwright, to find out 

how to do this.
henry.wainwright56@gmail.com

THANK YOU

We have received a report of  an elderly 
resident in South Devon being contacted 
by phone by a scammer purporting to be 
from their bank.  The cold caller gave the 
resident a genuine telephone number for 
the bank for the resident to return the call 
on and was able to deceive the resident 
into giving their card details. 

Some goods purchased on-line by the 
scammer also turned up at the address of  
the resident the following day.  Please be 
vigilant and make relatives and neigh-
bours aware of  this type of  scam, the 
scammers can be very convincing.  Please 
hang up on any similar calls, do not give 

out any personal information and do not 
follow instructions from cold callers.
Also, if  goods are delivered to your 
address and you haven’t ordered them, 
refuse to take delivery.

If  you have any concerns please email 
101@dc.police.uk or phone 101.
Information on scams can be found on 
the Action Fraud website 

https://actionfraud.police.uk/
Before making another call from your 
phone please test your phone by phoning 
a friend or relative to ensure that you are 
not still connected to the scammer. 

If  you have been a victim of  such a crime, 
please contact by telephoning 101 or 
email 101@dc.police.uk quoting crime 
CR/11636/19.

This crime alert was emailed directly 
to everyone who 
subscribes to the 

Devon & Cornwall ALERT.  

You can get immediate alerts via 
email by signing up on the website. 

alert@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk

Alerts can be tailor made to suit your 
needs.  Tick the boxes to receive any 
of  the different types of  alerts:  e.g. 
marine thefts, farm thefts, telephone 
frauds etc. 

If  you would like to talk about any 
unusual calls or events before con-
tacting the police - you can contact 
our own Bigbury Watch Team - 
Eamonn and Linda Brynes. 

Home number  
01548 811104 
mobile 07790485102 
eamonnandlinda@hotmail.co.uk



Do you have a holiday 
cottage to let?

Contact Bigbury News 
for colour advertising 
space in Bigbury News. 

Colour adverts will also 
feature without extra 
charge on the Bigbury 
Drums website (Where 
to Stay). 
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Citizens Advice South Hams 
seeks new Trustees

Citizens Advice South Hams plays a vital 
role in our local community providing 
free, independent and impartial advice 
to clients on issues such as debt, benefits, 
fuel poverty, housing and employment. 
Our trustees ensure that the charity is 
well managed and that resources are 
utilised effectively and appropriately.

Trustees devote time, commitment and 
experience to carry out this voluntary 
role, which normally requires attendance 
at formal meetings once a month and 
participation in informal meetings and 
subgroups.

We seek applicants with previous expe-
rience in the commercial, public or vol-
untary sectors and welcome applications 
from all sections of  the community.  We 
are particularly keen to recruit those who 
may have used our services. Training and 
support will be provided.

If  you have the enthusiasm to help us 
steer and develop this essential advice 
service, please write to:

Rob Austin, 
Citizens Advice South Hams, 
Follaton House, Plymouth Rd, Totnes, 
Devon TQ9 5NE  
trustees@southhamscab.org.uk 
01803 861241 
for an informal discussion.  



For holiday homes, private second 
homes and estates in Bigbury on Sea

Property management services

01548 843 680 
pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

We take care of your home

 

• • •

Avon Mill   
 

Garden Centre • Café • B&B 
Art & Crafts • Boutique • Florist 

  Woodland walks • Dogs welcome 
Independent shops • Plenty of parking   

Breakfasts, lunches & ‘ Devon Cream Teas ’   
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RUSTY MAY RUN IN 
COUNCIL ELECTIONS

“The Voice of Reason”

Having been asked by the proprietor of  this 
organ if  I would consider standing for one 
of  the seats on our Community Council, 
I have been giving this matter serious 
thought, and append for readers’ consider-
ation, my draft manifesto promises. 

Please note that this is a consultative 
document, and that I am available for 
discussion through Ms Wainwright, a keen 
supporter of  civic governance matters who 
wants contributors ( like myself) to set an 
example.

She has undertaken to pass your notes of  
support to me, as owing to the width of  
my paws, operating a computer is time 
consuming and a human is having to take 
dictation from me for this article.

I take my position as President ( for life) 
of  ODA ( Only Dogs Allowed), with the 
utmost seriousness.  Political argument 
is confusing.  How for example is one to 
make sense of  expressions like: “Brexit is a 
dog’s dinner”. I see no packets of  “Brexit” 
in my local branch of  Pets at Home, so it 
must mean something else, and I ask why 
is the Prime Minister selling it, and after 
we leave the EU, will we still be able to buy 
it?

But I digress, so let me cut to the chase. 
(Be calm, Monty. This does not apply to 
you. You hold a privileged place in Bigbury 
society, such as it is.)

Here is a list of  issues which may be food 
(always a welcome subject) for thought. I 
will run for election on any or all of  them!

The Environment: How can we dogs make 
a lasting contribution to Bigbury’s world?

Cat Proliferation: How can we manage 
this growing social problem?

The Aged : What is to be done for the 
aging dog who has given his or her all for 
society?

A Wall for Bigbury: is this the answer to 
the questions of  unwanted human incur-
sion?

Next month my Election Manifesto fol-
lows!

Rusty ( The Voice of  Reason )

If  you have any questions for Rusty 
or any of  the candidates for the May 
Elections, please send them to the 
Editor who will forward them to the 
relevant candidates.

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com
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IMPORTANT DATES

Thursday March 21st 
Publication of Notice of Election
 
Wednesday April 3rd 
Deadline for Receipt of 
Nominations 

For further information about your 
application to join Bigbury Parish 
Council - please contact the Parish 
Clerk, Richard Matthews.
clerk.bigburypc@gmail.com



Providing renewable energy solutions that don’t cost the earth 

Come and see our working heat pump and solar panels in the office 

Unit 10c New Mills Ind Est Modbury PL21 0TP 

Contact us: info@econrguk.com 

We are  the South Hams leading installers of 

 HEAT PUMPS 

 SOLAR PANELS 

 BIOMASS BOILERS 

 LED LIGHTING 

 CAR CHARGING POINTS 

 UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

     We can help to reduce your energy bills 

New builds, renovations or simply upgrading we 
do them all so give us a call :      01548 831890 

Organic and Vegan; Gluten, Wheat & dairy - free
Available from HOLYWELL STORES
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Dear BN reader

During the 6 weeks of  summer,  the Avon 
Patrol (with the Aune Conservation Asso-
ciation’s financial support) has - for many 
years -  policed the estuary to maintain the 
speed restriction marker buoys, prevent 
speeding, jet skiing, illicit water skiing, etc.   
With increased usage of  the estuary for a 
variety of  recreational purposes, the ACA 
considers the patrol to be an indispensable 
factor in making the estuary a safe and 
enjoyable environment for all.  

However, as you may be aware, the opera-
tion of  the Avon Patrol is being reviewed 
at present by the Salcombe Harbourmaster 
and Commercial Services at SHDC follow-
ing the outcry, in May 2018, when it was 
proposed to discontinue the service as a 
cost saving for SHDC.   Although the patrol 
was resurrected during Summer 2018, as 
yet, I have received no clarification of  how 
the new service will operate for 2019 and 
beyond.   I have been told that it  is likely 
that the new contribution from each of  the 
current sponsors will be increased from 
£250 to £500.     Indeed, some of  the other 
sponsors have already paid up their £500  
in advance of  the new demand although 
SHDC’s costings, the level of  service to 
be provided and the patrol operator are all 
unclear at present!

Although our current reserves could com-
fortably cover this additional cost, this is 
likely to be a recurring and increasing bur-
den for the foreseeable future which will not 
be sustainable, long-term, without vigorous 
fund-raising.     As part of  that fund-raising 
effort, I would like to ask you to consider 
whether you would be willing to subscribe 
to SHDC’s SeaMoor lottery as described in 
the attached leaflet.  If  you were to nomi-
nate the Aune Conservation Association as 
your ‘good cause’, we’d receive a very help-
ful 50p in every £1 donation.  Not only that 
but YOU could be a winner of  a substantial 
cash prize!  Please think about it even if  you 
do not usually subscribe to lotteries.

Thanks,  in advance, for your generosity 
and for demonstrating that you care about 
the estuary.

Stuart Watts
Chairman, ACA
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Gigaclear is working in partnership with 
Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) 
to build your ultrafast full-fibre network.  
The installation of  a full fibre network is a 
complex and challenging engineering proj-
ect which involves the installation of  fibre 
cables.  To do that, there are practical issues 
which need to be addressed such as, access 
to the planned route via both public and 
private land.  In the event we need to access 
private land, a discussion is entered with 
the landowner and we endeavour to gain 
access as quickly as possible by means of  a 
wayleave.  In some cases, delays in wayleave 
agreements can delay the project.  In some 
parts of  the network route, roads need to be 
closed and diversions put in place to allow 
our contractors to safely work.  

Due to the location of  Bigbury-on-Sea 
and there being few access roads, in some 
locations we have been unable to find 
suitable diversion routes to accommodate 
our contractors on site.  We are continuing 
discussions within our planning team and 
the highways authority to find a solution 
which will cause the least disruption.

To date we have completed 3.7 km of 
ducting work.  1.2 kms of  that work was 
on private land and the balance has seen 
the excavation work in area known locally 
as “Manhattan” completed.  We utilise 
engineering and technology when excavat-
ing and you may therefore see our contrac-
tors using their mole plough machinery 
(pictured) to lay the duct at the right depth 
and excavating in small trenches within the 
land.  We are committed to delivering this 
project and the benefits that an ultrafast 
full-fibre network will bring to local com-
munity and we would ask that any residents 
with unsigned wayleave agreements please 
consider signing and returning these to us 
as soon as possible.  

Following the work to install the fibre 
cables, Gigaclear (and our contractors) will 
reinstate all verges, road ways and paths.  
Weather dependent and in line with guid-
ance from the highways authority this may 
be after the completion of  the network.  

Our community engagement managers will 
attend the local parish councils to keep the 
communities informed of  traffic manage-
ment plans and progress, however if  you 
have any queries regarding the build status 
or wayleaves please contact our community 
engagement manager Richard Olive. 

richard.olive@gigaclear.com 
To register your interest in being part of  the 
Gigaclear network, please visit our website: 

www.gigaclear.net

Richard Olive

GIGACLEAR UPDATE

Gigaclear mole plough installing duct 
over-looking Bigbury Bay (left)
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•

 01548 550400
 sales@westcountrystoves.co.uk

SOUTH HAMS’ 
LEADING 

ESTATE AGENT

Sailing ahead.

marchandpetit.co.uk

For customers who expect more 
from their estate agent.

PRIME WATERFRONT 
& COUNTRY HOUSE

01548 855590
TOTNES
01803 847979

LETTINGS
01548 855599

SALCOMBE
01548 844473

NEWTON FERRERS
01752 873311

MODBURY
01548 831163

KINGSBRIDGE
01548 857588

DARTMOUTH
01803 839190
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Bigbury		
Heating	&	Plumbing	

 

24	hour	callout		

 

01548	810313	
	07737	328495	
	Oil	-	LPG	-	Gas	

 

GIGACLEAR UPDATE

@BigburyDrums

Gigaclear moleplough at 
Bigbury on Sea (above)



Exeter, Devon
8 Trusham Road,
Marsh Barton, Exeter EX2 8QH
email: info@deependpools.co.uk
tel: 01392 247466

Multi Award Winning Swimming Pool Installers
www . d e e p e n d p o o l s . c o . u k

BIGBURY BIOBLOG

WHAT’S CLUSTERING IN 
YOUR ATTIC?

Many of  you will be familiar with the - 
largely rural - problem of  flies accumulating 
around window openings and on window 
ledges during winter months.  You try open-
ing a window and a cloud of  flies enters the 
room!  If  so, this is likely to be as nothing 
compared with the number of  flies lurking 
in your loft or attic!  (I remember this as a 
common problem from our house-hunting 
days in the South Hams but not many estate 
agents will mention it!). 

When large numbers of  flies, approx. 8mm 
long, are found entering your property in 
autumn the chances are they will be Cluster 
Flies, aka ‘loft’ or ‘attic’ flies.  Whilst these 
flies are generally harmless, their presence 
in large numbers inside buildings can create 

a significant nuisance despite not damag-
ing property and not representing a direct 
hazard to human health.

There are several species referred to as 
Cluster Flies.  This common name refers to 
their behaviour of  aggregating or clustering 
within buildings during the winter.  The 
most significant of  these cluster flies in the 
UK is Pollenia rudis, as pictured. 

This species is very common, occurring 
throughout Great Britain but they are often 

found in mixed swarms with other simi-
lar species. After hibernation during the 
winter months, the adult flies lay their eggs 
on damp soil or beneath dead and rotting 
leaves.  Permanent areas of  grassland such 
as permanent grazed pasture or parkland 
are favourite sites because soil cultivation, 
such as ploughing, disrupts the fly’s breed-
ing cycle. 

The eggs remain in the earth and hatch after 
about a week, when the soil temperature in-
creases in the spring.  The subsequent larval 
stage seeks out and becomes parasitic on 
earthworms.  Unlike their relatives, the lar-
vae of  cluster flies do not feed on carcasses 
of  dead animals, rubbish or manure, and 
therefore do not contaminate food and are 
not a health risk.  The larvae live and feed 
from inside the earthworm until they are 
ready to pupate at which point the larvae 
leave the worm, metamorphosing into adult 
flies in late summer/ autumn.   

Over the course of  the summer, this pattern 
will be repeated:  females mating; laying 
eggs in the soil; feeding on worms as larvae; 
pupating in the ground to adults, and then 
leaving to seek a mate.  The adult flies feed 
on the nectar of  garden and wild flowers.  

As a free-living insect the length of  the 
life cycle is weather dependent.  In Britain 
two generations of  cluster flies per year are 
common, but in hot summers up to four are 
possible.  

During the summer and early autumn 
cluster flies are rarely noticed as they are 
away from buildings although they may 
often be seen basking on sunny grassland 
or resting on south-facing walls.  As the 
season cools, the two or more generations 
of  the current year’s adults seek hibernation 
shelter in nooks and crannies in houses and 
other buildings.  This is when the flies can 
become a significant nuisance.   Tradition-
ally, sites such as underneath tree bark were 
used.  

However, in our modern world roof  spaces, 
attics and any other warm nook or cranny 
provide more likely and superior locations.  
It is in these areas that adult cluster flies 
tend to be found, as pictured below.  
Two fascinating factors help to explain the 
extent of  the nuisance and conflict with 
humans:  Firstly, the adult flies use an ag-
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Waterside Property

We Let Our Clients 
Do The Talking...

“You have been brilliant through the whole 
process”

3 Church Street
Modbury
PL21 0WD
01548 830831
modbury@luscombemaye.com

“We were so 
impressed with the 
photography, 
marketing and 
honesty of your team”

“Just to thank you 
for your enduring 
patience in the 
sale of our house”

“Thank you for your work and patience”

“Modbury, have been fantastic, 
very patient and understanding, 
helpful and professional”

gregation pheromone to communicate with 
other members of  the same species once a 
suitable hibernation site is found.  Phero-
mones are immensely potent, secreted or 
excreted chemical messengers that mediate 
many of  the complex interplays within 
colonies of  social insects such as bees, 
wasps, and ants. These include the familiar 
scent trails of  ants, mating pheromones in 
some moth species, and honeybee alarm 
pheromones, which serve to recruit other 
worker bees to repel invaders.  It is these 
aggregation pheromones that cause the flies 
to build up in large numbers; colonies of  
over 10,000 are not uncommon!  

Importantly, homes that attract cluster 
flies seem to attract more each year. This 
happens because once a home is “marked” 
as a good location in which to hibernate, 
pheromones will be left on the home, signal-
ling to other flies to come and reside there, 
too!  The first few years of  having the flies 
stay all winter go undetected but at some 
point their population will explode.  

Resident flies cannot physically escape eas-
ily and are effectively imprisoned by their 
own pheromone response whilst successive 
generations of  newcomers will start to find 
their way inside.   Once that happens, it can 
result in a steady amplification in the num-
ber of  adults over the years if  left untreated.

Secondly, in addition to the production of  
multiple adult generations per summer, 
Cluster Flies live for a long time.   Whilst 
most other flies live for less than three 
months, Cluster Flies can live for two years 
or more.  So, the nuisance persists, with the 
problem magnified both by the flies’ fecun-
dity and their longevity.  

Control is limited to treatment of  the adult 
fly population by use of  an assortment of  
chemical or UV-light traps or fly killers.   
For severe infestations, intermittent use of  
a powerful vacuum cleaner or garden leaf  
sucker may be the best option for clearing 
up the flies, dead or alive.  Early detection 
and treatment are advised.  If  you live in the 
countryside, check that loft before you are 
overwhelmed!                 Stuart Watts: Save Polar Bears

You need to save polar bears because 
their ice is melting. 

There will be no polar bears after 
this because their ice is melting and 
there will be no more babies because 
they cant swim far enough and they 
will drown or be eaten by other sea 
animals. 

Its getting hotter and hotter so the ice 
is melting. Ice is supposed to be very 
very cold. 

Martha Rooney  Age 5 
(visiting grand daughter 
of  local resident)

SAVE OUR POLAR BEARS
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Experts in waterside living
for over 150 years.

savills.co.uk

More than you’re looking for.

Savills South Hams
01548 800462
sjchick@savills.com

Our new sub-Editor for Culture Club 
is Dilys Doughty, who is waiting 
to hear from you, if  you are a local 
Creative and would like us to promote 
your works. 

‘Creatives’ include artists, authors, 
poets, sculptors, dancers, photographers, 
ceramicists...and anything else we have 
forgotten.

Contacts: 
dilys.doughty@btinternet.com
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PLEASE DONATE
to BIGBURY NEWS 

Help to cover the costs of  
publication of  this 

FREE MAGAZINE

Please contact the Treasurer, 
Henry Wainwright, to find out 

how to do this.
henry.wainwright56@gmail.com

THANK YOU



CULTURE CLUB

BIGBURY BAKERS

                 Dear Louise,

Several years ago, when we edited the Bigbury News, we 
befriended a very enterprising lady in her eighties, Doreen 
Wrigley. Doreen had been a former resident of  Bigbury-on-
Sea, living at Clematon Hill until her husband passed away 
when she moved to Babbacombe. 

Doreen liked to have Bigbury News sent to her and often used 
to send me poems for the news.  I decided to try and track her 
down and was successful in locating her at a McCarthy and 
Stone residential home in Babbacombe. 

Over several years Doreen had written a large number of  po-
ems  and a friend suggested that she should publish them  That 
is when we became involved and agreed to help her through 
Bigbury News and from her handwritten notebook we pre-
pared, printed and collated the books for her.  Even though she 
had two artificial hips and wasn’t able to get around very easily 
she nevertheless used to trundle around Babbacombe with 
her books in a shopping trolley and sell them in local shops 
for charitable causes in addition to reciting them in many of  
the residential homes in the district.  If  that was not enough 
Doreen had started teaching herself  the computer, aged 85! 

I thought you might be interested in the story and also enclose 
one of  her books she published with our help. You may find 
the odd poem that you might like to fill a gap in the news and 
as I have another copy - there is no need to return it. 

She really was a lovely lady and told me that they bought the 
property at Clematon Hill when her husband retired from 
Plymouth Dockyard.  They physically, between them, built 
their own steps down to the beach along the Avon Estuary. 
They decorated them with shells they had collected and as far 
as I am aware they are still there. 

Very best wishes
David Gay
(Former Editor Bigbury News)

Extracts from Doreen Wrigley’s “Third Selection of  Short 
Whimsical Poems” 

A COUNTRY HOME

A well established city girl transferring to the sticks,
My friends surmised a country life and I would never mix,
“ A water well, and Tilley lamps!! However will you live”?? 
But soon I found that country life had such a lot to give.

Bird chorus in crescendo from the stillness of  the dawn,
To tell the  world “ Wake up, wake up, a new day has been born”
The nightingale’s recital, as I am drifting off  to sleep.
These memories I treasure and forever will I keep.

Honeysuckle blooming near a window open wide, 
A fragrance that will permeate through every room inside, 
The flavour of  an apple when I plucked it from a tree. 
And happy free-range hens providing new laid eggs for me.

The setting sun behind the trees, atop a distant hill.
Then silence as the song birds hush - and all the world is still.
The orchard clad in daffodils, an early spring time crop.
My list goes on and on, and I would never have to stop.

Remembrances when I’m alone, 
Of  days spent in my country home.
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Bigbury Seafood Laska 

1/3 cup olive oil
400 ml coconut milk
1 tbsp palm sugar or golden caster sugar
800 ml chicken stock
2 sprigs of  mint
400 gm pollack fillets (large dice)
2 small squid (cut into thick rings)
8 cleaned, large mussels
8 large cleaned & de-veined prawns
4 large cleaned scallops
500 gm blanched thick egg noodles or rice 
noodles
250 gm blanched green beans
coriander sprigs & lime wedges to serve

Laska Spice Paste

2 stalks of  lemon grass, trimmed and finely 
chopped
2 garlic cloves chopped
2.5 cm piece of  galangal or ginger, peeled & 
chopped
2 tsp ground coriander
1.5 tsp roast shrimp paste

• Process all ingredients in a food pro-
cessor until a paste forms, add a little 
water if  needed

• Heat oil in a heavy based saucepan, 
add spice paste, Fry until fragrant, add 
coconut milk, stock , palm sugar and 
mint, stir until broth comes to the boil, 
reduce heat to low and simmer for 15 
mins.

• Next add seafood and cook gently for 
5 mins approx or until mussels are 
open, remove cooked seafood and 
keep warm

• Divide noodles, blanched green beans 
and seafood into 4 bowls, ladle hot 
Laksa over & sprinkle with coriander 
sprigs, serve immediately with lime 
wedges

Conor Heneghan

The Bigbury Chef  this week is Connor 
Heneghan from the Journeys End Inn

He is from Cork and left school and went 
to catering college.  He finished his train-
ing and went to London.  Connor  then 
travelled to Australia and stayed there for 
14 years.  This is where his Asian influence 
comes from. On returning to the UK, 17 
years ago,  he became Head Chef  at Burgh 
Island and then falling in love with the 
area he along with me came here to the 
Journeys End.

Tracy Heneghan
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DOWNLOAD the BIGBURY BUSINESS DIRECTORY
https://bigburydrums.wixsite.com/bigburydrums

LOCAL RESIDENTS 
SMALL ADS

If  you would like to offer something for 
sale - please send a maximum of  20 words 
description, contact tel number and name 
to The Editor. 

bigburynewseditor@gmail.com 

If  needed, a photo can also be published 
(space permitting).

This service if  free of charge only to those 
who have made an annual donation to 
Bigbury News.  Please contact Henry 
Wainwright for information about how to 
do this.

henry.wainwright52@gmail.com

Tefal 1000 Deep Fat Fryer,
rarely used.  £10?

Fiona Dukes
01548 811188
07778 263827

 

 

FOR SALE

A medium-sized garage in 
or around Bigbury-on-Sea 
for rent, available imme-
diately. Please call or text 
07917132979  Matt Grace

WANTED
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BEACH BANTER
Happy 90th Anniversary
to BURGH ISLAND HOTEL
 
The year is 1927 and high society socialite, 
Archie Nettlefold, began the creation of  
the glamorous  ‘Great White Palace’.   Here, 
in the Art Deco embrace of  what was to 
become the Burgh Island Hotel, Archie 
would hold extravagant soirées for the up-
per echelons of  London high society. This 
was the Roaring 20’s - and they roared 
down to Bigbury on Sea! Full of  expec-
tation and excitement.  Just like visitors 
today!  
 

Ninety years on - and the air of  mystery, 
magic and romance, that was essence of  
Burgh Island, still exists today.  When 
Burgh Island became available last year 
Giles & Niki Fuchs together with a small 
group of  passionate private investors and 
Duncan Gray, Burgh Island’s new Manag-
ing Director, felt the same sense of  desire 
and excitement that must have infected 
those early devotees.  Archie established 
his Palace as a hotel in 1933, welcoming 
well-to-do society from all over the world  
and earning itself  the title ‘the smartest hotel 
west of  the Ritz’. 

 
Passionate and focussed on ensuring their 
investment delivers on the promise to 
restore the hotel and environs to its former 
glory - the new owners lost no time in 
doing so.  The winter is normally when a 
sense of  ‘calm after the storm’ allows the 
hotel to catch its breath. But this winter 

the hotel has been host to a rejuvenating 
facelift. A thirty-strong team of  local 
craftsmen and decorators (see photo be-
low) solely from South Devon, providing a 
welcome boost to the local economy, have 
been working around the clock to return 
the grandeur of  the 1920’s rightfully to the 
Palm Court and Ballroom - and they have 
delivered!
 

This follows the refurbishment last year 
of  The Pilchard Inn, it’s kitchens and its 
Cafe to meet the demanding pace needed 
to serve al fresco meals to the beach and is-
land visitors, and the embellishment of  the 
Mermaid Pool to improve  access to this 
very private bathing area. There are plans 
to fill this natural auditorium with music 
one day.  Just as in the old days, musicians 
may float on a platform in the natural pool 
whilst the audience is seated on the rocky 
cliffs surrounding it.
 
Agatha Christie used to retreat to the 
Beach House perched on the edge of  the is-
land overlooking Bigbury Bay.  Where the 
writer once dreamed and crafted together 
words that would be read by millions 
-  there is a stylish modern interior with 
sophisticated facilities and stunning sea 
views.  It is still a place for sweet dreams 
and fanciful imagination. 
 

Beyond the stunning entrance the new 
Nettlefold Restaurant should be ready for 
its debut  later this year as a first class new 
restaurant.  This striking restoration has al-
lowed a tender and sensitive facelift of  the  
public areas to meet the expectations of  
those spending time at this iconic Art Deco 
heritage venue.  Behind the scenes the 
kitchens have also had a major uplift.  The 
gardens and landscape have also had the 
magic touch. Not ones for resting on their  
laurels, the new owners plan the addition 
of  further bedrooms and a Spa for 2020.  
As the story continues to unfold, more will 
be revealed on the pages of  Beach Banter. 

 www.burghisland.com
Louise Wainwright

Beach Banter is Sponsored by Burgh Island, Venus Cafe and Discovery Surf - thank you.

BEACH CLEANS

The winter storms will have tossed up 
plastic and junk onto our beaches.  Surfers 
against sewerage and other organisations 
regularly hold beach cleans for volunteers.
Beach Banter would like to hear from any 
organisers wanting to promote their events. 

Public events have certain responsibilities  
for health and safety.  If  you are thinking 
of  organising a beach clean, it might be 
helpful to check out the website of  Surfers 
Against Sewerage for their guidelines.  
They can also help to promote the event.
Please find their guidelines below.

SURFERS AGAINST SEWERAGE

We’ve created this STEP BY STEP guide 
below to make it as easy and enjoyable 
as possible for you to organise a clean for 
your community. Most of  your questions 
can be answered here so please do have 
a good look. If  you still need help please 
email the Beach Clean Team on 

beachcleans@sas.org.uk..

So you want to hold your own clean event? 
Amazing!  Here’s our 5 step process to 
organising the event. 

First things first, choose a beach. Sadly 
plastic pollution is a global issue and all 
beaches are affected by it. Larger, more 
remote beaches will be harder hit.

Please download and fill in the following 
documents

‘Pre-Event Checklist’ – This lets us get 
to know you and your event to provide as 
much help as possible.

‘Beach-Manager-Notification-Letter’ or 
River-Manager-Notification-Letter– This 
notifies the owner of  the beach or river, of-
ten the local council or the National Trust, 
that you are intending to carry out a clean.  
Please read through our risk assessment 
and add any additional risks that may be 
specific to your chosen clean site.

SAS-Safety-Guidelines – Please read our 
safety guidelines and use them to add to 
your risk assessment if  necessary.

Send the completed ‘Pre-Event Checklist’ 
to Jack and Laura via email at beach-
cleans@sas.org.uk. 

Print off  the following documents to have 
with you on the day of  the beach clean to 
show volunteers who wish to read them:
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BEACH BANTER BEACH BANTER

SUB EDITOR
 for BEACH BANTER

Beach Banter brings together news 
and views from the island, beach, sea, 
and riverside.   Do you live in Bigbury 
on Sea and like taking photographs of  
what is happening down there?  You 
would be ideally placed to be the roving 
reporter and send me the information 
needed. Perhaps it could be a group of  
friends who do this for Bigbury News?  
What Fun!

Beach Banter needs about five photos 
per month with no more than 150 
words to go with each photo.  You 
would need to talk to the sponsors, Ve-
nus, Burgh Island and Discovery, each 
month to check if  they want any news 
items posted.  Otherwise, just keep your 
eyes and ears open and give people a 
flavour of  what is happening out there!   
Hope to hear from you!

Extract courtesy of History Society Archives

 BEACH CLEANS (cont)

 Public Liability Insurance
 Sign In Sheet – this allows 
 volunteers to sign up to our  
 emails and hear all about our  
 campaigns and fund raisers.
 SAS-Child-Protection-Policy

Don’t forget to Say ‘Thank You!’ – Your 
clean volunteers are donating a valuable 
thing to support us, their time!  Weekends 
are precious things and the fact that people 
not only want but actually look forward 
to spending that time with us is a truly 
inspiring thing.
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PLASTIC PLASTIC - 
NOT FANTASTIC!

Single use plastics and marine rubbish are 
very much still in the forefront of  every-
body’s mind since we all watched Blue 
Planet 2 last year.   Whilst every effort is 
being made by governments and businesses 
to reduce the use of  plastics, there is still 
hundreds of  thousands of  tonnes of  plastic 
entering the marine environment. The 
storms at this time of  year wash up lots of  
rubbish giving us an excellent opportunity 
to remove plastic from the sea. 

Thank you to everyone who collects litter 
from the beach each time you visit. This 
commitment to reducing the amount of  
rubbish in our seas is invaluable, and huge-
ly appreciated by our ranger team. If  you 
have couple of  hours spare and would like 
to help please come along to our annual 
beach clean. 

Ayrmer Cove beach clean – 
24th March  1-2pm - 

Join the rangers on the beach to help clean 
up this beautiful cove. We will provide lit-
ter pickers and bags. Bring shoes that will 
get wet, gloves, sunhats, and sun cream, or 
layers and waterproof  depending on the 
weather!

Jess Tatton-Brown
Area Ranger



C l i n i c a l  E x c e l l e n c e  

 

Full Eye Health Examinations 
Contact Lens Specialists 

Retinal Photography & Macula  
Pigment Density Scan 

Glaucoma Examinations 
OCT Eye Scanning Examination 

FREE Hearing Assessments 

Nigel Frost Optometrist 
3, Chene Court 
Modbury 
01548 830944 

1, The Promenade, Kingsbridge.                     Tel: 01548 856854 

Luxury Designer Brands 

 K I N G S B R I D G E  

E Y E  C A R E  G R O U P  

Salcombe Eye Care 
84, Fore Street 

Salcombe 
01548 843207 

www.kingsbridgeeyecare.co.uk  28



What do parish councils do?

According to the published local govern-
ment guidelines, parish councils play an 
important role in soliciting the views of 
parishioners and making these views 
known to the relevant councils and 
bodies.  Parish councils are charged with 
maintaining local amenities such as recre-
ational areas, footpaths and cemeteries. 
The parish council is also consulted on 
highway and planning applications.

IMPORTANT DATES

Thursday March 21st 
Publication of Notice of Election 
Wednesday April 3rd 
Deadline for Receipt of Nominations 

Councillors’ credentials 

An effective Councillor is therefore likely 
to be someone who is already well known 
in the local community as a long-time 
resident and is probably socially interac-
tive.  They might be a member of  local 
clubs, societies or regularly attend events 
or church services.  However, this does 
not exclude newcomers to the area who 
are willing to devote their time to serving 
the community and are able to commu-
nicate effectively with people they do not 
yet know.  Even long-time second home 
owners could apply to be a parish council-
lor, providing they were able to attend the 
monthly parish council meetings.   They 
would need to be well known to parish-
ioners or have a compelling ‘platform’ to 
attract votes. Local business owners can 
also put themselves forward for election, 
even if  they live outside Bigbury. 

Deliberating about planning applications 
is a major part of  the work of  councillors. 
The councillor would need to have a basic 
understanding of  the planning process 
and the relevance of  any objections so 
that they can provide an informed recom-
mendation.  However, parishioners are 
unlikely to appreciate a councillor who 
has substantial vested interests in local 
commercial property development.  

An understanding of  the issues effecting 
local businesses and an interest in the 
environment is likely to be of  use to the 
parish council, which often debates these 
issues.  A knowledge of  the history of  
District and Parish Council decisions 
would be very helpful as this would 
provide useful context to parish council 
deliberations. Someone with an extensive 
network of  contacts in relevant bodies 
with which the parish council interacts, 
would be an asset to the parish council.  

Communication

The monthly parish council meetings 

are held at the Memorial Hall in St Ann’s 
Chapel, usually on the second Wednes-
day of  every month.  A councillor would 
be expected to attend most of  these 
meetings.  These meetings are open to 
the public and are rather like ‘surgeries’ 
where Councillors can hear the views and 
concerns of  parishioners. 

Every month there are a number of  local 
events where local people congregate, 
making it possible for councillors to meet 
parishioners informally to obtain their 
views.  These events are promoted in Big-
bury News and on Bigbury Drums. 
Bigbury News, the monthly parish mag-
azine,  publishes the minutes of  all parish 
council meetings. Copies of  Bigbury 
News (since February 2018) can be down-
loaded from the Bigbury Drums website. 
https://bigburydrums.wixsite.com/bigburydrums

Older versions of  Bigbury News are held 
on the Bigbury Community website.

www.bigburycommunity.com
Bigbury Drums has an open Facebook 
which is open to anyone wanting to 
raise issues of  local interest. There is 
also a ‘closed’ Facebook group, Char-
terlands Chatter, where local issues are 
often raised.  All planning applications, 
Neighbourhood Planning documents, 
agendas and minutes of  council meetings 
are archived on the Bigbury Community 
website 

Voting

Details about the voting will be provided 
in the April issue.  If  you need further 
information about the local elections or 
wish to offer your services and want to 
stand for election - you should contact the 
Parish Clerk, Richard Matthews. 
clerk.bigburypc@gmail.com

OUR CURRENT
PARISH COUNCILLORS

Thank you to all our Councillors for their 
hard work and commitment over the last 
four years!  They are introduced here so 
that we understand their ambitions and 
get a feeling for why people volunteer for 
these roles.  

Bryan Carson has been a member of  Big-
bury Parish Council for over 20 years and 
currently holds the position of  chairman.  
He will not be seeking the position of  
chairman in the May elections, but may 
offer his services for another term as a 
councillor.  Bryan has lived in Bigbury for 
over 50 years and is well known to many 
people in the parish as with his wife he 
owned and ran both Easton House Hotel 
and the Royal Oak pub.  

However his main occupation has been 
in agriculture and he spent many years as 
an agricultural advisor for ICI in Devon.  
He was also your District Councillor at 
SHDC from 1999 - 2015.  These occupa-
tions gave him a wealth of  experience in 
local affairs and business.  

Bryan is also one of  the church wardens 
at St Lawrence Church. Bryan thinks we 
are heading into exciting times in Bigbury 
Parish, and would very much like to see 
some younger residents get involved in the 
Parish Council.

George Rosevear 

George has lived and worked in the South 
Hams for the past 25 years. He has dwelt 
in Bigbury village throughout this time 
with his wife, Mary, and their daughter, 
Orla, who is now 28 years old. Initially, 
he worked from home; but in 2001 he 
moved his accountancy, taxation and 
legal practice to Modbury.

George served as a South Hams District 
Councillor, with special responsibility for 
Building Control (within Planning). He 
has also served on Modbury Parish Coun-
cil; and currently is Vice-chair of  Bigbury 
Parish Council. At the moment he is 
Chairman of  both Modbury and District 
Information Centre and the Royal British 
Legion Branch.  

George brings his professional and life’s 
experience to local issues.

OUR PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS in MAY

29



Sharon Smith

I have been a Bigbury Parish Councillor 
for over 3 years and hope that I can con-
tinue to carry out that role if  I am re-elect-
ed.  I believe that becoming involved in a 
community makes for a stronger com-
munity. I also consider myself  to be open 
minded, and can make decisions fairly 
that would benefit both people and the lo-
cal area.  I know that some decisions that 
have to be made can be unpopular, but be-
lieve that if  the correct decision has been 
made then it is the right one and I have no 
problem with making those choices.

I moved to Devon in 1973 from London 
with my husband who was then serving 
in the Royal Marines.  My husband and I 
started our ironworks business in 1983 in 
Plymouth.  I dealt with the administration 
and financial side of  the business. 

Bob and I  have owned the Old Vineyard 
in Easton for over 30 years and we are 
now both retired and enjoying every min-
ute of  living in this wonderful area.  

Valerie Scott was elected as a Parish 
Councillor in April 2018 and would like to 
stand for re-election for 2019/20.  Valerie 
is also the Chairman of  the Bigbury Neigh-
bourhood Plan Steering Group which is 
being prepared on behalf  of  the Parish 
Council.  Prior to her appointment as a 
Parish Councillor Valerie would attend 
most of  the Parish Council meetings in 
order to report on the progress of  the 
Neighbourhood Plan and to obtain the 
Parish Council’s support to the various 
stages of  the Neighbourhood Plan. Her 
appointment as a Parish Councillor has 
made it easier to ensure that the Parish 
Council have been fully involved in the 
preparation of  the Plan as well as allowing 
her to take a more active role in relation to 
other parish matters.
Valerie has owned property in the Parish 
since 2002 and this has been her princi-
pal residence since July 2010 when her 
husband John started work as a Trading 
Standards Officer at Plymouth City Coun-
cil.  

Initially, Valerie continued her work as 
a Planning Director of  a large planning, 
environmental and heritage consultancy 
in the City of  London.  This involved her 
in having to travel to London almost every 
week although she worked from home 
as much as possible.  In December 2016 
Valerie eventually left her job in London 
and set up her own practice working from 
home.  She is still working full time as a 
planning consultant whilst also working on 
a voluntary basis for the Parish Council in 
terms of  her work as a Parish Councillor 
and as Chairman of  the Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Group.

Her expertise and experience in town plan-
ning for both the public and private sector 
has placed her in an excellent position for 
helping with the Neighbourhood Plan and 
she also takes a keen interest in all of  the 
applications for development in the Parish.
Valerie has a passion for trying to protect 
our Parish from unneighbourly or inap-
propriate development and also in trying 
to conserve and enhance our heritage and 
local community assets.  She was recently 
involved in helping the community to stop 
the unwanted redevelopment of  the site of  
Warren Cottage and the Bay View Café.  
This would have resulted in the loss of  our 

oldest building at Bigbury on Sea and loss 
of  a much used and cherished café which 
is an important community asset.  

Apart from town planning, Valerie’s other 
interests are scuba diving, kayaking, skiing 
and walking.  She is also a member of  the 
Bigbury Book Club, the History Society, 
Burgh Island Leisure Club and a social 
member of  the Bigbury Golf  Club.  She is 
a regular attendee of  the Bigbury Ladies 
events and many of  the variety of  events 
which take place at the Memorial Hall.  
She also tries to keep herself  fit by attend-
ing some of  many fitness classes run by Jill 
Gubbins.
She hopes that she will be able to continue 
her work as a Parish Councillor and to of-
fer her continued support and commitment 
for ensuring the long term survival of  our 
beautiful rural and coastal environment, 
our heritage assets and our vibrant local 
community.

Elizabeth Huntley, locally known as 
Beth. Here is some background for you. 
Born, lived in Bath, Somerset until mov-
ing here. Career: production of  wildlife 
& environmental TV documentaries 
for BBC, C-4, National Geographic & 
Discovery TV.  Turned old Manor House 
into B&B with restaurant.

Been happily living in Big on Sea for over 
6 years, appreciating its natural beauty 
and my lovely neighbours.  Was invited 
to join the Parish Council 4 years ago 
after successfully fighting the Planning 
Officers approval for two 2-storey, 
inappropriately dominant developments 
on the coast road, both will now be 
single storey.  Introduced idea of  Neigh-
bourhood Plan to Parish Council and 
worked from its conception until now on 
its Steering Committee.  Organised the 
Queens Golden Jubilee event at Folly 
Farm.  

Was surprised to be elected at by-election 
2 years ago to replace our good District 
Councillor Lindsay Ward who had sadly 
resigned.  Worked very hard as a Dis-
trict Councillor for Bigbury, Ringmore, 
Kingston and Modbury trying to steer a 
fair and honourable course between the 
warring factions of  developers and resi-
dents whilst determined to preserve the 
naturalness of  our stunningly beautiful 
parish.  Resigned from District Council 
for same reason as my predecessor - the 
impossible task of  representing those 
who elected me against the weight of  
the Conservative whip which insists all 
Conservative District Councillors vote 
the same way, regardless of  what their 
residents want.

Continue to work on steering a fair 
course by attending committee meetings 
on the Avon Estuary for which I was the 
District Council representative, the Golf  
Club and liaising with the new owners 
of  the island as they bring forward their 
initiatives for their hotel and their new 
acquisition the ‘Burgh’ View Cafe.

Highlights of  my work for Bigbury 
parishioners: orchestrating the success-30

OUR PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS in MAY



ful fight to preserve the Bay View Cafe 
as a cafe, not 4 new houses. Re-instating 
The Warren to its former glory. Fighting 
the Council’s determination to charge 
for the public loos in coastal car park. I 
won - they will stay Free.  Mitigating the 
size/dominance/effect on neighbours of  
various new builds when their construc-
tion has been allowed by Planning.  Won 
all 5 of  the 5 cases I brought before the 
Development Management Committee 
of  the Council - thereby over-turning the 
decision of  the Planning Officer when it 
didn’t please the neighbours - in Chal-
laborough, St. Ann’s Chapel and Bigbury 
on Sea.

Raised £5,700 from the good people of  
Bigbury for the late, lamented Rosie Van 
Heiden (Motor Neurone Disease Associ-
ation) and Sandy Gay, (Multiple Sclerosis 
Society) by trekking to Annapurna Base 
Camp in the Himalayas and organising 
a Himalayan film evening with Nepalese 
supper.

Donated £3,000 of  my DC discretionary 
fund to supply defibrillators at Bigbury on 
Sea, Bigbury village and Challaborough 
which I hope will benefit local folk.
I have worked hard for the people of  
Bigbury Parish for 2/3rds of  the time I 
have lived here and I think I should like to 
continue, if  you still want me.

Cathy Case 

Profile for Cathy Case will appear in the 
digital version of  Bigbury News which 
can be downloaded from the Bigbury 
Drums website.  

https://bigburydrums.wixsite.com/big-
burydrums

Affordable housing scheme at 
St Ann’s Chapel

We are still waiting for the planning appli-
cation for the affordable housing scheme 
to be formally confirmed as valid by 
SHDC and for the application to be post-
ed in the SHDC website.  We have been 
informed that Wendy Ormsby is the case 
officer and I have sent her several emails 
trying to find out why there has been 
such a long delay.  Initially SHDC were 
waiting for the submission of  the Heads 
of  Terms of  the Section 106 Agreement 
but this was, as far as I know, sent to the 
Council towards the end of  January 2019.  
I was then informed by Wendy Ormsby 
on 7 February that the Council had not 
received the Contamination Report.  This 
was, however, a mistake as it had been 
an Addendum to the Flood Risk and 
Drainage Statement, sent to the Council 
on 8 January 2019.  This was confirmed 
to SHDC by the Architects the next day 
and as far as I am aware they now have 
everything required.

I am also trying to set up a meeting with 
Wendy Ormsby to discuss the details of  
the application.   I am sorry for this delay 
and will do all I can to ensure that the 
application is now progressed quickly and 
can be made available for inspection and 
for public consultation. The application 
has been allocated the reference number 
4214/18/FUL but until it is validated is 
not available for inspection.

Neighbourhood Plan

The Regulation 14 Consultation of  the 
Neighbourhood Plan commenced on 
Friday, 21 January 2019. The 6 week con-
sultation period will expire on 8 March 
2019.  We had two community events 
to discuss the plan and to answer any 
questions.  There were 17 attendees at the 
event held in the evening on Wednesday, 
30 January 2019 and 21 attendees at the 
event held in the morning of  Saturday, 2 
February 2019.  So far we have received 
very positive comments from the commu-
nity with some people having completed 
a comments sheet or sent me an email 
with their comments.  Those received so 
far have been very helpful and we look 
forward to receiving further comments 
prior to the deadline. 

The Plan is available for view and down-
loading if  required on the community 
website.  A hard copy of  the Neighbour-
hood Plan is available for inspection at 
the Holywell Stores and copies are also 
held by me, Bryan Carson, Beth Huntley, 
Jean Wright and Jill Gubbins.

Comments sheets are on the website and 
hard copies are in the Holywell Stores and 
completed forms can be put in the posting 
box, which is also at the Holywell Stores.  
Alternatively, they can be sent by post or 
email to me or any other member of  the 
Steering Group.
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MPORTANT DATES

Thursday March 21st 
Publication of Notice of Election 

Wednesday April 3rd 
Deadline for Receipt of Nominations 

Cllr Valerie Scott
Chairman, Bigbury Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Group
Email: valeriescott@bigbury.com
Tel: 01548 810336



Entries are open for the prestigious 2019 
Prince of  Wales Award: the winner will 
receive £1,000 and a framed certificate.

Applications are invited from communi-
ty organisations, including schools and, 
small farm business diversification projects 
which are seeking to educate and involve 
young people in sustainable initiatives.

Recent winners include a primary school 
and a village-based initiative to improve 
local facilities, a community shop, an al-
lotment project, a health support group, an 
Exeter-based group developing community 
activities around their local park in Heavit-
ree and last year’s winner was Wynstream 
Primary School, Exeter.

The Judges will look at all applications 
within the wide criteria providing there is a 
sustainable element and visit the short-list-
ed projects to assess which has made the 
most outstanding contribution to improv-
ing the lives of  their community.

Timetable for the Award:

March 29 - Applications closed

April 22-26 - The judging panel will visit 
those short-listed

Friday, May 17 - The Prince of  Wales 
Award will be presented at the Devon 
County Show

Any queries, please telephone Lisa Moore 
01392 353781 (At Devon County Show)

Due to the late date of  the BPC meeting in February the minutes will appear in the 
digital version of the March Bigbury News that will be updated on the Bigbury 
Drums website when the minutes have been approved by the Chairman. 

https://bigburydrums.wixsite.com/bigburydrums

Subscribers to the weekly email Bigbury Drums will receive a link to the updated 
download of  the February Bigbury News magazine when it is available.  To sub-
scribe to Bigbury Drums, please send your email address to the Editor.

bigburydrums@gmail.com

Agenda - Bigbury Parish Council meeting – February 20th 2019
1. Declaration of  Interest
2. Apologies for Absence
3. Approval of  the minutes of  the Parish Council Meeting held January 9th 2019
4. Matters arising from minutes of  previous meeting held January 9th 2019

5. C. Cllr. Gilbert – Update on County Council and District Council matters

6. Open session (members of  the public are welcome to participate during this agenda 
item and may submit their views on any planning matter)

7. Planning related matters (applications and update)

a. 3833/18/FUL Nantucket, Parker Road, Bigbury-on-Sea, TQ7 4AT - Demolition of
existing dwelling and replacement with #3 three bedroom detached dwellings with
garden amenity space, shared parking and storage. Additional ‘line of  sight’
drawings provided.

b. 0032/19/FUL Holywell Stores, St Ann’s Chapel – Erection of  single storey exten-
sion to form larger retail area, alterations to the shop front and repositioning of  existing
external staircase

c. 4119/18/FUL Little Court, Bigbury TQ7 4AP – Two storey side extension and 
internal alterations.

d. 0039/19/FUL, 0031/19/LBC Turtlefields, Bigbury TQ7 4AP – Installation of  solar
panels

e. Update on Neighbourhood Plan including NHP Group six week consultation
commences Saturday 2nd February 2019

8. Finance - Approval of  payments to be made, presentation of  finance statements

9. Finance - Replacement of  defibrillators – request for further funding to cover balance 
of  funding needed (£111.75)

10. Cllr. Case – Recent inspection and Play park renewal project / consultation

11. Aune river patrol – request for funding

12. Church gateway scheme – schedule of  works from PCC

13. Footpath – Memorial Hall to Easton access

14. Clerk – Local Government Elections timetable of  proceedings for Thursday 2nd 
May 2019

15. Correspondence received

16. Agenda items for next meeting

The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday March 13th 2019 at 7:30 p.m.

BIGBURY PARISH COUNCIL - AGENDA ONLY
20th Feb  2019 at Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel
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Visit the Nkuku Lifestyle Store and Café
At Nkuku we create beautiful 
homewares, accessories and gifts. We 
work with artisans throughout the 
world, combining timeless design 
with traditional skills and natural 
materials.

The Nkuku café serves the finest 
artisan, wood roasted coffee; served 
by an experienced barista each blend 
has been personally curated ensuring 
a delicious flavour. The café serves 
brunch, cakes and light lunches.             

The pretty courtyard features a 
covered seating area; the perfect 
spot to while away an afternoon.

Free parking and Wi-Fi available.

VISIT US
Nkuku Lifestyle Store and Café
Brockhill Barns
Harbertonford
Totnes
Devon TQ9 7PS
Tel: +44 (0)1803 465365

OPENING HOURS
Monday – Saturday  |  9am – 6pm
Sunday and Bank Holidays  |  
10.30am – 4.30pm
www.nkuku.com

Call us on: 01548 202020 | www.toadhallcottages.co.uk

Thinking of letting your  
holiday home?

Speak to your local holiday letting specialist

Looking for more from your holiday  

cottage agency? Then speak to 

award-winning Toad Hall Cottages.  

Our experienced team of property  

managers have the knowledge to 

ensure that your investment fulfils its 

potential throughout the year.  

Call us now for free and honest advice.

PLEASE DONATE
to BIGBURY NEWS 

Help to cover the costs of  
publication of  this 

FREE MAGAZINE

Please contact the Treasurer, 
Henry Wainwright, to find out 

how to do this.
henry.wainwright56@gmail.com

THANK YOU



POST OFFICE OPEN MON—FRI 9am to 1pm 

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 
HELLO TO YOU ALL FROM JAS, JAS, SUKH, HARMAN & ARASH 

********** 

WE ARE ALL REALLY EXCITED ABOUT MOVING TO 
ST ANN’S CHAPEL & ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING 

LOTS OF YOU IN THE COMING WEEKS 
********** 

PLEASE POP IN AT ANYTIME JUST TO SAY HELLO 
SO THAT WE CAN INTRODUCE OURSELVES 

********** 

BIG THANKS TO RAY, SHARON, ED, HELENA, HILARY & DANE 
FOR HELPING US TO SETTLE INTO OUR NEW HOME 

********** 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF THERE ARE PRODUCTS YOU WOULD LIKE US TO 
STOCK 

Current Offers Running to 12th March 2019:
Nescafe Coffee 100g - £2.19; Cup a soup 4’s - £1.00; Kellogg’s cereal - 
£1.69;  PG tips 40’s - £1.00 Dairy Milk & Galaxy 360g - £2.99
Andrex 9 rolls - £3.50; Buy Persil get Comfort Free;  Carling 18pk - £11.99
Guinness 10pk - £10;  Smirnoff,Gordon gin 70cl- £12.99; Martini - £7.50

Jacobs’s creek - £5.99.

We also stock Challon’s Combe 
Glass Bottle Milk.
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