
 

    The  ‘inSPIREd  apPEAL’  for  the   

    Restoration  of  the  Tower  and  Bells   

    at  the  Church  of  St  Lawrence,   

    Bigbury,  South  Devon, TQ7 4AP   

 

WHY THIS APPEAL?   Because this beautiful parish church, a rare Grade 2* listed, 13th C 
building on the Heritage at Risk Register, needs major and vital work on the tower, spire and bells. 
Severe water penetration through the stonework has rotted internal woodwork and corroded the steel 
bells frame. As a result, for too many years now it has been unsafe to ring the bells, a sad loss on many 
occasions. Architects have specified three phases of work; phase one is the bulk of the repairs to the 
tower and spire, requiring about £125,000. It is hoped to do the necessary lime mortar repointing work 
before autumn frosts arrive - but sufficient funds must be raised before any work can start! 

SO WHAT, YOU MAY SAY?   Whether local resident, second home owner, business, 
visitor or with family/long standing connections to the area, the whole community has an interest in 
safe guarding this quintessential element of the landscape in this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Aside from its worship and ceremonial use, St Lawrence is important in the fabric of the community, 
housing much of architectural interest, family and community history, the parish war memorial and 
Commonwealth graves. Why not spend a little while looking around:- study the plans on display, read 
the local history book and wall information, examine the brasses in the side chapel, appreciate the light 
play from the stained glass windows onto the walls, absorb the peace and quiet for a few moments; 
outside, contemplate the gravestones, enjoy the birdsong and wildlife, and take in the views.  

YOU CAN HELP!   Inevitably grant applications are being undertaken; the first to the Devon 

Historic Church Trust in January resulted in a very welcome £4,000 to add to the small existing Tower 
and Bells Fund raised so far by the community. Please join in the fun and social fund raising events 
during the year, (look at the Bigbury News, Bigbury Drums, www.bigburynews.com/church.) 
However, to make this project happen, YOUR financial support is vital! Contact Jill Gubbins, 
appeal co-ordinator, (01548 810651 / jill.gubbins@homecall.co.uk / 07745 990270)  for more about 
the Tower & Bells Fund, or complete the form below, for cheque or bank transfer gifts. Please gift aid 
your donation if possible, for that extra difference (your postcode is necessary). THANK YOU ! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I enclose a cheque for £__________ payable to St Lawrence Church Tower & Bells Fund Account, or 

I have transferred £__________ with my name as reference, into 30.94.72, 25038468, the fund above. 

GIFT AID DECLARATION: I should like St Lawrence’s Church, Bigbury, to reclaim tax on all 
donations I make now or at a later date. I understand that I must pay an amount of UK income or 
capital gains tax equal to the tax reclaimed. Signed & dated:……………………………………………. 
Name:………………………………………..Tel or email contact:……………………………………… 

Address:………………………………………………………………………………..Post code………… 

THANK YOU ! Please return this slip to The Church Treasurer, c/o Jill Gubbins, Sea Cove, 2 Folly 
Hill, Bigbury on Sea, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4AR. Please tick here …. for us to acknowledge receipt of gift.	


